Approved June 9, 2026

53 Park Ave
Park Ridge, NJ

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEETING
WORK SESSION
May 12, 2026
7:00 P.M.
Present: Councilmember Mintz, Councilmember Goldsmith, Councilmember Hoffman,
Councilmember Fenwick, Councilmember Metzdorf, Council President Cozzi and Mayor
Misciagna
Absent: Connie Carpenter, CFO

Also Present: Magdalena Giandomenico, Borough Admin/ Clerk

Brian Giblin, Borough Attorney

Connie Carpenter, CFO
Mayor Misciagna read the compliance statement earlier as required by the Open Public
Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, and Chapter 231.

1. Administrator Report:

a. Budget: The Administrator reported that the budget will not be adopted at this meeting.
Instead, an amendment will be submitted because the legal line item changed by more than
10%, which requires state approval. She also discussed the Finance Committee meeting
scheduled for this evening regarding the capital budget, noting that those meetings have not
yet begun. Additionally, she stated that the Borough will move forward with initiating the
2026 Road Program capital project and begin the bonding process, with the goal of
completing paving before the start of the 2026-2027 school year.

b. Planning Board: The Administrator reported that the Borough Attorney reviewed the
Borough’s Nepotism Policy and determined that there is no conflict of interest preventing
Dylan Metzdorf from serving on the Planning Board.

c. Park Ridge Crossing Condominium Association, Inc.: The Administrator reported that
the Borough Attorney sent a letter to the condominium association regarding its request for
reimbursement of snow removal, leaf collection, and other service-related expenses. The
letter stated that the Borough will not reimburse past expenses because it was not given the
opportunity to provide the services directly. Moving forward, the Borough will provide
snow plowing and leaf removal services to the same extent as those provided throughout the
rest of the Borough, as required under state law.

d. Lead Pipe Testing and 2026 Road Paving Project: The Administrator reported that she
had previously notified the utilities, over a month ago, of the proposed 2026 road paving
program and has urged them to begin the bonding process. Approximately $700,000 is
anticipated to be allocated for identifying test pits and replacing Borough-owned lead pipes,
if necessary.



2. Ordinance No. 2026-018 - Ordinance to Repeal & Replace Sections 101-34(C)(8) of
Borough Code - Election or Political Signs: Councilman Mintz expressed concerns about
the proposed ordinance and suggested either establishing a single designated location for all
political signs or prohibiting such signs altogether. He also proposed implementing a $25
registration fee that would allow signs to be displayed for up to 30 days. Councilman
Fenwick noted that a previous attempt to ban all political signs generated significant public
opposition, and the decision was ultimately made not to enact a complete ban. Councilman
Metzdorf added that he believed political signs should be prohibited. In response, the
Borough Attorney advised that the Borough cannot ban political signs while allowing other
types of signs, explaining that regulations must be content-neutral and cannot treat signs
differently based on their message. Mayor Miscigan stated he is in favor of allowing signs
only in designated areas and commented that the timing of the discussion is not favorable for
Councilman Hoffman. Councilman Fenwick added that under federal law, restrictions
cannot prohibit individuals from placing items on public property and noted that the
Borough already permits religious displays. The Borough Attorney stated he would review
the legality of implementing a $25 registration fee applicable to all displays, including
religious displays, to ensure it is content-neutral. Councilman Fenwick expressed support for
amending the ordinance to include the fee.

Open Work Session adjourned at 7:27 pm
Councilman Fenwick made a motion to adjourn work session into closed and seconded by

Councilman Metzdorf to confirm. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, Magdalena Giandomenico, Borough Clerk



