53 Park Ave
Park Ridge, NJ

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEETING
WORK SESSION
October 14, 2025
7:00 P.M.

Present: Councilmember Fenwick, Councilmember Metzdorf, Councilmember Goldsmith and
Councilmember Cozzi, Councilmember Mintz, Council President Hoffman and Mayor
Misciagna

Absent:

Also Present: Brian Giblin, Borough Attorney
Magdalena Giandomenico, Borough Clerk

Mayor Misciagna read the compliance statement earlier as required by the Open Public
Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, and Chapter 231.

1. The Elephant Run 5K Proposal — Fiona Curran

Event Results (Year 1)

® Our goal was to raise $12,000 - we raised over $16,000 o Looking to crush this and
raise even more this year

® 255 participants signed up for the race, 250 participated

e Over 60% of the participants were residents of Park Ridge

e We had overwhelming positive participant feedback and many people looking to do it
again

e Support from 16 sponsors © Pure Barre Park Ridge, CrossFit Ignite, Spine and Health
Center, Wegmans, Stop and Shop, A Little Cake Bakery

Purpose of Event

e Act as a fun, community event for Park Ridge and surrounding towns o 5Ks can bring
a community together in a fun and healthy way

o Walk/Run format allows people with all fitness levels to participate

e Raise money for Dana-Farber’s Jimmy Fund o Dana-Farber is a cancer treatment and
research center in Boston, Massachusetts

o Dana-Farber provided excellent care for both of my grandparents in their fight with
cancer



Event Details
e 5K that runs through Park Ridge starting at the Park Ridge Municipal Pool © Use the
same course as last year

e Participants have the option to either walk or run the 5k course

e Race starts/end in the parking lot of the Park Ridge Municipal Pool o Coordinate with
local businesses and provide food at the end

o DJ, massages, food, and more!

e Possible date for the event: Sunday, May 3, 2026 o Start time: 8 am

e Volunteers: Bergen County Academy Students & other students looking for volunteer
hours o Volunteers would hand out food and water, check in participants, course
direction and safety, take race photos, timers, and handle set-up and clean-up

Mayor Misciagna suggested maybe making some of the proceeds towards a local
organization this way the event can get more sponsorship. The Borough will verify the
event date with Rec by January and let Fiona know so she can start organizing her event.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

1. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
a. Park Ridge Historic Train Station Improvements

Our office understands that the Borough is seeking to construct improvements to
the historic Park Ridge Train Station. Our office has engaged a historic
preservation architect as it relates to these improvements. A kick-off meeting
related to this project is being held on February 14, 2024 to initiate the design
process. Based upon feedback at this meeting, a comprehensive proposal related
to the design and construction management of these improvements will be
submitted to the Borough for review and consideration. Design of the
improvements is underway. The Project Architect has developed existing baseline
drawings and we have reached out to NJTransit to establish Contractor training
requirements. A coordination meeting occurred in October with the Borough, our
office and the Historic Preservation Architect. Our office presented preliminary
renderings at the December 10, 2024 meeting. Additionally, at that time, a public
hearing regarding the bidding process was conducted. Per our discussions with the
Historic Architect, the construction / bidding documents will be completed by the
middle of April and the project award will occur in May 2025. Project bid
documents were completed and are being awarded during the June 10, 2025 Mayor
and Council meeting. Our office, along with the Contractor and Borough
personnel, have been coordinating with NJTransit as it relates to authorization to
complete work along the NJTransit railroad. This coordination remains on-going
and the Contractor has mobilized to the extent permitted by NJTransit. We note that
project submittals have been submitted and are being returned to the Contractor by
the Historic Architect. Our office will continue coordinating to ensure that the
work is completed in a timely manner.




b. Mill Pond Dredging
Neglia understands that the Borough is considering dredging Mill Pond. Pursuant
to a soil characterization study prepared by Leggette, Brashears & Graham, Inc.
(LBGI) for Mill Pond dated May 3, 2012, an accumulation of approximately
111,000-tons of sediment requires excavation from Electric Lake (Mill Pond). Of
the 111,000 tons, approximately 65% of the sediment is estimated to require
specialized disposal, which could have significant costs associated with same. This
proposal addresses professional services to prepare plans, bid and construction
specifications, and to obtain permitting for the project. This scope of work would
also include updating the Leggette, Brashears & Graham, Inc. (LBGI) report
mentioned above, as this report is now outdated. Our office has prepared a
proposal related to the above with the intent of achieving a “shovel-ready” project

Design and permitting document preparation related to this project is currently
underway and are approximately 75% complete. Additionally, our office met with
the Bohlin Group on April 9, 2024 to coordinate deliverables related to fundings
opportunities. Given deliverables related to these opportunities, our office
provided the Bohlin Group with all available historical documents related to this
project as well as the initial design plans. Our office is currently coordinating pond
borings to confirm the depth of sediment relative to the prior LBGI report. Our
previously submitted initial plans and documents to NJDEP to schedule a pre-
application meeting regarding this project and the scope of borings to be conducted
will be discussed during this meeting. Our office conducted the pre-application
with NJDEP on February 25, 2025. During this meeting we discussed sediment
capture alternatives and sampling requirements. Given the nature of this meeting,
our office will be looking to engage an LSRP to assist with sampling requirements,
etc. Our office has been coordinating with our geotechnical / structural / LSRP
testing subconsultant to obtain the requisite testing and reports. Due to an
administrative matter, this testing was delayed. However, this matter has been
rectified, and the work is being scheduled shortly.

c. 2025 ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT(S)
Based upon preliminary estimates previously provided to the Mayor and Council,
the following roadways have been selected for the 2025 Roadway Improvements
Project:

Cascade Avenue

Doxey Drive

Lang Court

Gerard Court

Mallon Court (NJDOT Funded)

Quackenbush Lane (NJDOT Funded)

DeGroff Place

Elm Street

Emily Drive

Our office will prepare a proposal and schedule to proceed with preparation of design
of bidding and construction documents related to the above, along with associated
construction management services. With the exception of the above NJDOT-funded



roadways, the 2025 Roadway Improvements Project (Municipally-Funded) was
awarded to D&L Paving Contractors, Inc. for the sum of Five Hundred Eighty-Five
Thousand, Eighty-Three Dollars and Ninety- Nine Cents ($585,083.99) at the prior
Mayor and Council meeting. A preconstruction meeting was held and the scope of
work included in the contract will be substantially completed by the end of October.
In addition, we are aware that the Borough is considering adding a portion of Summit
Avenue and the connected Etheridge Place, from Colony Avenue to Pascack Road.
This additional section is projected to cost approximately $95,000.00 and could be
completed within D&L’s contract without exceeding the maximum permitted 20%
change order. All in favor of adding.

In addition, we note that plans for Mallon Court and Quackenbush Lane were
approved by NJDOT and are currently out to bid. Bids for this project will be
received on October 22, 2025.

d. Park Ridge Pool Repairs

Our office is preparing bid documents related to repairs at the Park Ridge Pool.
The scope of work included within the specifications consisted of sandblasting /
hydro blasting and painting, and all else necessary to repair the existing Main Pool
and Kiddie Pool. The resolution authorizing bids is being considered at the
September 9, 2025 meeting. We anticipate awarding a contract for this work
during the first meeting in October. Bids for this project were opened on October
9, 2025 and we understand that the project is being awarded to All State Industrial
Painting, LLC for the sum of Three Hundred Seven Thousand Dollars and Zero
Cents ($307,000.00) at the prior Mayor and Council meeting. Our office previously
submitted a recommendation package related to same.

2. GENERAL ENGINEERING
a. Tax Maps Updates
Neglia understands that the Borough of Park Ridge is considering updates to their
tax maps to ensure compliance with the latest MODIV tax records and to comply
with the current State regulations and standards for digital submission. Neglia has
performed a cursory review of the current tax maps (26 sheets plus key map) and
has estimated the changes that would have to be made to comply with the current
Regulations and Standards of the State of New Jersey, Department of Treasury,
Division of Taxation.

The current Borough tax maps are dated June 27, 2016, and they received formal
certification from the State on June 1, 2017. We have received and reviewed the
computer files for these maps, and they appear to have been created by digitizing
the prior tax maps and then updated based on new subdivisions, etc. These
files/maps will not be able to be submitted digitally to the State because they are
not dimensionally or spatially correct. We would respectfully recommend the
Borough consider authorizing our office to prepare new, geo-referenced, digital
tax maps that can be digitally submitted for formal certification. Not only will this
satisfy the update requirements and any future revaluation, but it will enable any



future changes to be made more efficiently, and it will also provide an excellent
digital base map that can easily be transferred into a Geographic Information
System (GIS) database. Our office has submitted a proposal related to these
services and is prepared to proceed accordingly should the Borough move forward
with this project. Work associated with the same is underway. Our office has
completed the initially approved $100,000 scope of work. The completed sheets
have been provided to the Tax Assessor for review. We understand that the
Borough is considering authorization required to complete all required tax map
updates. Upon receipt of authorization, we will continue work on this project.

NJDEP MS4 Infrastructure Mapping

Municipalities are now required to complete Infrastructure mapping in order to
comply with the latest NJDEP’s MS4 regulations. The Municipal Separate Storm
Sewer System (MS4) is a conveyance or system of conveyances owned or
operated by a municipality that carries stormwater that ultimately discharges to
water of the state (including both surface water and groundwater) as defined in
N.J.A.C. 7:14A-1.2. The submission of a map and electronic data with accurate
stormwater infrastructure locations is now required by the MS4 permit effective
January 1, 2023 for compliance by January 1, 2026. Submission to the NJDEP’s
designated electronic submission service will be completed as per the USEPA’s
NIJDES Electronic Reporting rule at 40 CFR Part 127.

The previous MS4 permit required the GIS data submission of Stormwater Outfall
locations only. The new and current Full MS4 Permit, effective January 1, 2023,
states the following:

“The permittee shall develop, update, and maintain an MS4 Infrastructure Map
that delineates the location of the following stormwater features that are owned or
operated by the permittee, including their associated attributes noted in
parentheses.”

It is important to note that only Municipal stormwater infrastructure is required
for municipal submission to the MS4 permit. County and State stormwater
infrastructure is to be provided by those entities.

Based on additional deliverable language, this Infrastructure Map needs to be
provided to the NJDEP as GIS data, separated into various stormwater feature
layers. Those required layers are shown below in bold, followed by Neglia’s
explanation of each one:

i.  MS4 outfalls (receiving surface water name, type of outfall);
As mentioned, this was already been provided to the NJDEP as part of the
previous MS4 Permit. There are 167 Outfalls located within the Borough
of Park Ridge according to NJDEP records.

i. MS4 ground water discharge points (type);
To be provided by the municipality, if applicable. This is the “lowest invert
elevation of any stormwater facility where stormwater discharges into the
surficial ground water aquifer.”

ii. MS4 interconnections (type into/from, entity);



To be determined via mapping. This means “any point at which an MS4 flows

into or from another MS4.”
iv. Storm drain inlets (type, catch basin present, label present, retrofitted);
This will likely be the bulk of the necessary work required. This describes

“the point of entry into the storm sewer system”
v. MS4 manholes;

Similar to ‘Storm drain inlets’, this will be a large portion of the features

mapped.

vi. MS4 conveyance (type, direction of flow);
Described as roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins,
curbs, gutters, ditches, manmade channels, or storm drains. This will
consist of line features, connecting storm drain inlets, manholes, outfalls,
and any additional stormwater facility.

vii. MS4 pump stations;

Provided as a feature point location to describe areas that alter the gravity

conveyance of a storm system.

viii. Stormwater facilities (type);
In addition to the features described above, detention basins and green
infrastructure locations will be included as part of the overall stormwater
conveyance.

ix. Property boundaries of maintenance yard(s) and other ancillary operations (type).

As determined by the municipality and this office, the following property
locations will be noted: “a municipally owned or operated maintenance
and storage yard, including but not limited to, fleet or maintenance shop
with outdoor storage areas, impound yard, permanent and mobile fueling
locations, salt/sand storage locations, and snow disposal areas.”

It is this office’s intent to provide the above-mentioned stormwater information to
meet or exceed the NJDEP’s requirements. Our office has provided a proposal for
these services and was previously authorized to proceed with same. Field work
associated with this project is complete and associated office work (i.e. preparation
of the mapping, data input, etc.) is currently underway. The above scope of work
is approximately 95% complete. Our office met with the Borough DPW and
presented the completed mapping and GIS program. This work has been
completed and submitted to NJDEP. Minor adjustments will be made and
completed prior to the submission deadline to address unknown field conditions
by way of cleaning and televising stormwater lines.

Stream Erosion / Cleaning Issues — 191 Alberon Drive, 260 Knoll Drive and 243

Ellin Drive

Over the past several weeks, our office has inspected two (2) separate issues within
stream located either on Borough property or within a Borough easement. Below
is a summary of said findings:

e 191 Alberon Drive: a section of the Mill Brook traverses through property
owned by the Borough. The homeowner at 191 Alberon Drive reached out to



the Borough to report that stream erosion has resulted in loss of his rear yard.
Based upon site inspections and photographs provided to our office, the stream
is eroding the rear yard of Mill Brook. However, at a minimum, we would
recommend that a survey be completed to determine the extent of the property
boundaries as they relate to the stream location and extent of erosion. Based
upon preliminary review of this matter, potential solutions (i.e., bank
stabilization) would likely require NJDEP permitting.

e 260 Knoll Drive: the homeowner at 260 Knoll Drive has reported that
blockages within the stream located within a Borough easement has resulted in
flooding conditions within the rear yard. Additionally, stagnant water within
the stream has resulted in mosquito breeding. It is our understanding that the
homeowner has requested that the Borough clean the blockage to address the
aforementioned issues. While we believe that this work could be completed
under Permit-by-rule 5 — removal of accumulated sediment and debris from a
regulated water by hand (N.J.A.C. 7:13-7.5), this would require engineering
and construction oversight to ensure compliance with the abovementioned
permit-by-rule. Our office surveyed the aforementioned stream during July
2024. In addition, our office has completed a construction plan illustrating
proposed improvements, which would be completed under Permit -by-rule 5 —
removal of accumulated sediment and debris from a regulated water by hand
(N.J.A.C. 7:13- 7.5). The extent of these improvements include sediment and
minor vegetation removal to improve flow to the Hillsdale Brook. This work
has been completed.

e 243 Ellin Drive: the homeowner at 243 Ellin Drive has reported issues related
to a stone swale located within an easement along the rear yard. Our office has
conducted multiple inspections at this location and has not observed any
stormwater runoff “topping” the easement which would adversely impact the
property. However, sections of the easement located on neighboring properties
have been filled in over the years. At this time, it is not clear how this has
impacted the surrounding overall water course. Our office will continue to
monitor this matter.

230 Park Avenue: the homeowner at 230 Park Avenue has contacted the
Borough regarding a stream easement which traverses through the front
portion of the subject property. The extent of the issue 1is that the stream area
along this area has accumulated sediment. The homeowner has indicated that
this is resulting in flooding within the front yard of the property. Our office
met with the homeowner to review this matter. We would note that addressing
the same would require review / coordination with NJDEP as the stream
traversing through the front portion of the property is a Category 1 waterbody
with an associated floodway.

Our office is evaluating the above matters and will prepare proposal(s) for the
same following additional preliminary analysis / monitoring.



d. Mill Road Substation Subdivision / Green Acres Coordination Re: Peak Shaving

Our office was previously directed to coordinate with Green Acres as it relates
providing a subdivided area in which to situate equipment related to peak shaving.
We note that since this area is encumbered by NJDEP Green Acres, a land swap
will be required. To this end, we are evaluating utilizing a portion of Block 604,
Lots 45, 52, 53 and 54 (commonly known as 160 Colony Avenue), to facilitate the
required swap. We anticipate a scheduled called with NJDEP Green Acres to
discuss this proposal in the next 1-2 weeks.

e. Spring Valley Road and Fremont Avenue Crossing
Our office has been coordinating with Bergen County as it relates to the provision
of a pedestrian crossing at the intersection of Spring Valley Road and Fremont
Avneue, both of which are Bergen County roadways. To this end, two
(2) options are presently being considered:

Option 1: The Borough could construct a curb ramp on the western side of Spring
Valley Road and restripe the existing striped island to include a crosswalk from the
western curb ramp. This crosswalk would extend through the middle of the
intersection to connect with the existing curb ramp on the eastern side of Spring
Valley Road. This improvement would fall under Contract No. 9 of the County
Resurfacing program, which is scheduled for paving in 2026. Please see Concept
No. 1 for clarification.

Option 2: The Borough could construct a curb ramp on the western side of Spring
Valley Road and build a concrete island, which would then have a crosswalk
connecting to another concrete island on the eastern side of Spring Valley Road.
This would lead to the existing curb ramp on the eastern side of Spring Valley
Road. We note that this work would not fall under the County’s paving program
and would require further approval from Nancy Dargis of Bergen County as this
would be classified as an intersection improvement project. If the Borough decides
to proceed with this option, the County indicated that the paving would start in
2026, giving the Borough time to prepare a design. It was also noted that the paving
of Spring Valley Road could be delayed if we wish to construct this improvement
beforehand. Please see Concept No. 2 for further clarification. To confirm the
viability of this option, we would need to survey the intersection and check site
distance requirements.

Regarding the crossing at the Spring Valley Road/Fremont Avenue intersection,
we do not recommend adding a crossing on the eastern side of Fremont Avenue
due to the absence of a sidewalk or walking path for pedestrians. Furthermore, we
do not believe that a crossing here is feasible due to sight distance requirements.
However, a crossing on the westerly side, leading towards the parking lot adjacent
to the existing restaurant may be feasible. This would, however, require that a
sidewalk and ramp be provided along the restaurant property to minimize backing
maneuvers into the County road and conflict with pedestrians.

Our office respectfully seeks direction from the Mayor and Council as to which option
would be most desirable. Option 2.



3. GRANT STATUS

PROJECT GRANT/YEAR AMOUNT STATUS NOTES
North 5% Street 2021 /2022 $95,000.00 Grant Award Notification Grant application by the
Property Land Bergen County Received; Awaiting Grant Borough’s Grant writer with
Acquisition Open Space Land Award Letter and Agreement.  |application coordination,
IAcquisition Grant Boundary and Subdivision exhibit preparation and
Program Plan Complete. Grant presentations by The Neglia
extension submitted and Group. Phase I and Phase 11
obtained environmental studies
complete.
2024 NJDEP $459,950.00 Grant Award Notification Grant application by the
Green Acres Received; Boundary and Borough’s Grant writer with
Subdivision Plan Complete application coordination,
and awaiting title search to exhibit preparation and
finalize and address all NJDEP presentations by The Neglia
Green Group.
Acres comments.
2023 Road 2023 MA NJDOT | $180,540.00 Construction Complete. This includes Evelyn Street,
Improvement Grant DiBella Drive, and Windsor
Program Drive. Construction completion
and reimbursement documents
submitted to NJDOT.
Midland Avenue [2024 MA NJDOT | $207,710.00 Construction Complete. Project to be completed in late
Drainage Grant 'Winter / early Spring 2025.
Improvements
Mallon Court and 2025 MA NJDOT | $152,040.00 Project is currently being [Our office worked with the

Quakenbush Lane

Grant

bid. Bids to be opened on

Borough’s Grant Writer to

Improvements October 22, 2025. select roadways and prepare
this grant application.
Mill 2024 NJ DCA $1,500,000.00 Project in design. Our office worked with the
Pond Grant Application for NJDEP Pre- Borough’s Grant Writer to apply
Dredging Application for this grant.
meeting submitted.

2023 TV NJDOT $147,000.00 Project under construction. Project in design. Public hearing
Park Ridge Grant regarding bidding process
Historic X - conducted on December 10,
Train Station Bergen County $412,150.00 Project under construction. 2024. Project to be awarded at

Open Space the June 10, 2025 meeting.
12 Pascack INJDEP Green N/A Funds not granted. Our office worked with the
Road Land |Acres Borough’s Grant Writer to apply
Acquisition for this grant.

Bergen County TBD Application submitted. Our office worked with the

Open Space Land Presentation to Open Space Borough’s Grant Writer to apply

Acquisition Committee on July 10, 2025. for this grant.
Morningside 2026 MA NJDOT | TBD Application Submitted. Our office worked with the
Avenue Grant Borough’s Grant Writer to apply
Roadway for this grant.

Improvements




3. Administrator’s Report — 2025 Best Practice- All municipalities must submit their
completed 2025 Best Practices Inventory to the Division by the close of business Friday,
October 24, 2025. Municipalities must receive a score of 32 or better to avoid the
withholding of State aid and we have a score of 41.5 so we lose no municipal aid.

4. PFAS Article: Councilman Fenwick noted an Inaccurate Article on North Jersey.com.
“Are there ‘forever chemicals’ in NJ water? See map of EPA data” (published on
October 8, 2025). The article itself is incomplete and misleading, H2M reviewed the
article and made correction point. Right now, the Mayor stated he would wait if people
start referencing it then post the corrections because only 2 people called Chris O’Leary
about ti so not to create hysteria.

5. Fence at 143 Spring Valley Rd— Council President Hoffman asked for everyone’s take
on the new proposal from Yaboo Fence.

Option 1 Installation of 56 linear feet of 6” high TAN-colored, full vinyl privacy tongue-
and-groove fence. New fencing will be constructed using 5x5 posts, each fitted with New
England decorative caps._Posts thought rocks. Total: $4,450.00

Option 2 Installation of 56 LF linear feet of 8 high all galvanized chain link fence, new
chain link fence with privacy slats. Posts through rocks Total $7,160.00

Councilman Mintz said the Utility is not paying for it and stated that the fence will get damaged
with backhoe, we can not pay for a fence on a resident’s property and start a precedent.

6. Gas powered Landscaping — Councilman Fenwick stated people complain about the
noise and suggested that maybe we alter time of usages. A discussion ensued, with the
majority in favor of leaving ti for now.

7. UCC Permit Fee Log — Councilman Mintz spoke about a budget meeting Monday night
with Borough Administrator, Councilman Goldsmith and Jeff Bliss about UCC fee
revenue. Currently the Borough is at $930k in building permits this year with Sony,
usually we are around $250-300k and Elena brought up the LFN and UCC code and
suggested we do a dedication by rider for the fees to preserve funds to off set future code
enforcement expenses. Local Finance Notice LFN 2017-15: UCC fee revenue is to
utilize a “dedication by rider” (i.e. a trust fund) pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39. A
dedication by rider must be used if the municipality wishes to accumulate funds at a
reasonable level for offsetting future code enforcement expenses. Councilman Fenwick
would like to see what was budgeted for UCC Surplus. Councilman Mintz stated that
Jeff Bliss suggested maybe $250,000 in a dedicated account. Will see closer to budget
review.




8.Water and Electric Rates — Councilman Mintz stated the Utility Board is
exploring rate increases and will make a recommendation to the Mayor and
Council.

9. Downtown Tree Plantings — Council President Hoffman spoke with Jim
Hespe and the tree budget would be about $27,000. I would start in Spring, doing
tree removals in March, planting in April. The Borough Administrator will see if
there is money somewhere in the current budget or road program and if not make
sure it is accounted for, CFO is away but she will speak to her next week.

Open Work Session adjourned at 7:51 pm

Councilman Fenwick made a motion to adjourn work session into closed and seconded by
Councilman Cozzi to confirm. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, Magdalena Giandomenico, Borough Clerk



