BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE
BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE NO. 2026-002

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 92-6 OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE ENTITLED: TOWING “MINIMUM
STANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE” BY REPEALING AND REPLACING
SECTION 92-6.

WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge desire to bring
Ordinance Chapter 92 into conformity with the towing requirements; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 92 of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge sets forth regulations
regarding towing within the Borough of Park Ridge.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Park Ridge as follows:

Section 1. Ordinance §92-6 is repealed and replaced with the following:

§ 92-6. Minimum standards of performance.

To qualify for inclusion on the list of official towers, applicants must be licensed to tow vehicles in both
the State of New Jersey and the State of New York. In addition, all towers must meet the following
minimum standards:

A. Minimum vehicle requirements.

(1) Every official tower shall maintain and have available to render services required by
this chapter a minimum of one regular tow vehicle, one flatbed vehicle and one
heavy-duty wrecker.

(2) Vehicle classes:

(a) Regular tow vehicles must be equipped with a boom or winch assembly
mounted on the chassis, a dolly assembly, a tow sling or wheel lift assembly and
at least 100 feet of either three-eighths inch or seven-sixteenths-inch cable
attached to a motor driven-winch.

(b) Flatbed vehicles must be equipped with a winch or hydraulically operated bed
which slides or tilts to accommodate transporting of vehicles.

(3) Every official tower shall have available a heavy-duty wrecker and underreach shall
be rated at 35,000 pounds and shall be capable of towing new style buses and trucks
with fiberglass front ends.

(4) All equipment shall comply with all state and federal regulations, and all vehicle
operators shall possess a CDL license for over 18,000 pounds.

(5) Each applicant shall submit, along with its application, proof of ownership or lease
of the vehicles which will be utilized to provide services pursuant to this chapter.

B. Minimum equipment requirements.
(1) Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall be equipped with the following:
(a) At least one amber rotating beacon or strobe light mounted on the highest
practical location of the vehicles, visible from 360° when in use and visible at



)

)

a minimum distance of 500 feet during daylight hours.
(b) One snatch block per winch.

(c) Safety tow lights or magnetic tow lights for towing vehicles at night, amber
colored.

(d) Extra chains and cable for pulling or securing a towed vehicle.
(e) At least one heavy-duty broom, a shovel, a crowbar or pry bar, a set of
jumper cables, a flashlight, one two-pound or larger fire extinguisher of dry
chemical type, one dozen flares or similar warning devices for placement at the
scene of an accident or behind a disabled vehicle, at least 10 pounds of dry sand
or a drying compound for gasoline and oil spilled onto the roadway and a
sufficient quantity and types of tools to enable the tow operator to perform
proper and adequate emergency repair services for the tow.

Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall comply with any and all state, federal and

local laws, regulations and ordinances pertaining to safety, lighting and towing

equipment requirements and shall be subject to inspection by the Chief of Police or

his designee at any time. No changes may be made in said vehicles or equipment

unless prior written approval is obtained from the Borough.

Every tow vehicle or flatbed vehicle shall display the official tower's license and

shall have the name of the official tower displayed on the vehicle in such manner and

of such lettering as conforms to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 39:4-46.

Minimum personnel requirements. Official towers shall have available, at all times, a
minimum of two persons to provide the services required by this chapter. All persons
employed by official towers to provide the services required by this chapter shall meet
the following requirements and be subject to the following regulations. They shall:

(1
)

3)
4
)

(6)

Be competent mechanics able to provide minimum road service for disabled vehicles.
Have a valid driver's license having no restrictions or conditional endorsements other
than a condition requiring the wearing of eyeglasses.

Be mentally alert and present a neat appearance at all times.

Obey all traffic laws and regulations.

Be subject to inspection by the Chief of Police of the Borough and shall be approved
by the Chief prior to rendering any services pursuant to this chapter.

Not have been convicted of a crime nor had their driving privileges suspended or
revoked within the past year.

Minimum storage requirements.

(1

Every official tower shall maintain an inside building or outside secured storage area

meeting the following requirements:

(a) The storage area shall be capable of storing a minimum of 10 passenger vehicles
and one tractor and trailer. The area shall have at least 800 square feet of inside
storage facilities to hold and protect police hold vehicles.

(b) The location of the storage area shall be either within the limits of the Borough
or at such location outside of the Borough as to facilitate reasonable towing
distances.

(¢) The storage area shall be fully enclosed by a sturdy fence having a minimum
height of six feet, with at least one lockable gate for ingress and egress, and
shall be lighted from dusk to dawn.



(d) The storage area shall be in an area legally zoned for such use.

(e) The storage facility shall be available 24 hours a day, 365 days per year and
shall be open to the public on weekdays during normal business hours and for
four hours
on Saturdays. The applicant shall specify the hours on which the facility will be
open on Saturdays. The applicant is not required to be open on Sundays.

(f) The official tower shall have an employee on duty during all hours in which the
storage facility is open.

(g) The official tower shall not charge a release fee or other charge for releasing
vehicles to their owners after normal business hours or on weekends.

(h) The official tower shall have available an area within the Borough of Park Ridge
to store vehicles involved in suspected crimes or criminal activities as directed
by the Chief of Police or a location outside of the Borough of Park Ridge within
a reasonable towing distance; such location shall be subject to the approval of
the Chief of Police.

(2) The applicant shall, with its application, submit proof of ownership or lease of the
storage area.

(3) The official tower shall be responsible for ensuring the proper and safe storage of all
vehicles towed pursuant to this chapter. The official tower shall be liable for any
damage incurred by such vehicles while in transit to or while stored in the storage
areas.

Section 2. Repealer.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances of ordinances inconsistent or in conflict with
the Ordinance are hereby repealed as to said inconsistencies and conflicts.
Section 3. Severability
If any section, part of any section, or clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any
reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the
remaining provisions of this ordinance. The governing body of the Borough of
Old Tappan declares that it would have passed the ordinance and each section
thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more of the subsections, sentences,
clauses or phrases may be declared unconstitutional or invalid.
Section 4. Effective Date.
This ordinance shall take immediate effect upon passage and publication
according to law.

Magdalena Giandomenico, Borough Clerk
Borough of Park Ridge
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey
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