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For Immediate Release

April 11, 2012
Park Ridge, NJ Soccer Star Honored with $5,000 College Scholarship Courtesy of Melrose Credit Union
Making saves to save a life is how Sean McCann, senior Goalie captain of the Park Ridge High School team, spent his final soccer season as a high school student. McCann created a program called “Saves for Gavin” in which he is helping raise money for twenty-two-month-old Gavin Scimeca.  Scimeca has a kidney ailment called Autosomal Recessive Polycystic Disease, for which he will need a kidney transplant once he reaches the age of five.

 

As a two time Patriot Division All League goalkeeper, this past season McCann recorded 172 saves (a .902 save percentage) which ranked him 8th in the state of New Jersey. In the classroom, Sean maintains a 3.8 GPA and is a four-year honor roll student. In honor of his tremendous efforts and accomplishments both on and off the field, McCann was recently honored with a $5,000 scholarship courtesy of Melrose Credit Union at an ESPN New York 1050 AM Awards Luncheon in New York City.


Both McCann and Scimeca have fathers who work in the River Vale, NJ police department. It’s this connection that led McCann to learn about Scimeca’s condition. When McCann heard of the challenges the family was facing, he decided he wanted to do something about it, and thus, “Saves for Gavin” was born.

 

It’s estimated that the Scimeca family will need $150,000 in out-of-pocket medical expenses. McCann sought pledges and donations for each save he made as goalkeeper during his senior season. With his astounding efforts and support from his teammates and local community, McCann has raised over $28,000 for young Gavin.

 

Since 2007, Melrose Credit Union together with its scholarship program partner, ESPN New York 1050 AM, have honored individuals who exemplified MVP qualities on and off the field of play. The nominees for the scholarship are submitted to ESPNNY.com by friends, family, teachers, mentors, coaches and athletic directors from across the NYC metropolitan area. This year Melrose Credit Union and ESPN Radio NY honored McCann at Legends Restaurant in Manhattan.  The event was hosted by ESPN New York 1050 AM Radio personality, Dave Rothenberg.

 

McCann will be attending Mount Saint Mary’s University this fall where he will be a member of the club soccer team, as well as studying Criminal Justice.
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Pictured (l-r): Alan Kaufman, Treasurer/CEO, Municipal CU; Sean McCann; Dave Rothenberg, Radio Personality,  ESPN New York 1050AM; and Rob Nemeroff, Director of Marketing/Public Affairs, Melrose CU.








