
Approved August 12, 2008 

Municipal Building 
        Park Ridge, NJ  
        July 22, 2008 – 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council was called to order by Mayor Ruschman at the 
above time, date and place.  The Mayor led those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Present:  Mayor Ruschman, Council members Henning, Ciannella, Wells and           
ROLL CALL:   

  Levinson 
Absent:  Council members Brouwer and Maughan  
Also Present:  Kelley O’Donnell, Acting Borough Clerk 
  Gene Vinci, Borough Administrator 
  Colleen Ennis, CFO 
 
Mayor Ruschman Reads Compliance Statement, as required by Open Public Meeting Act, 
P.L. 1975, Chapter 231. 
 

Mayor Ruschman states that under the Consent Agenda we have the addition of one 
Resolution: 

AGENDA CHANGES 

 #13 – Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund Municipal Park Improvement 
 
 

 
PUBLIC PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard on any matter. There was no one. 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING: 

BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND 
MUNICIPAL PARK IMPROVEMENT 

 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to open the public hearing. 
 
A motion was made by Council President Henning and seconded by Councilmember 
Ciannella to confirm. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks the clerk to read the resolution by title. 
 
A Public Hearing on the Application to the Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund for 
Improvements to Veteran’s Park.  
 
Mayor Ruschman asks Council President Henning to give a brief description of the purpose of 
this hearing. Council President Henning states that the Open Space Committee had a 
presentation a few months ago with improvements that could be made to Veteran’s Park. The 
ceremonies held at the park are difficult because of the close proximity of the monuments to 
the street; we have in the past had to stop traffic on Park Avenue. The Open Space Committee 
has a new design for the park area, which better utilizes the space.  The American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Elks have been involved in the proposed design. We are 
applying to the Open Space Trust Fund for the money to complete the redesign. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard concerning the introduction of 
this resolution. There was no one. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to close the public hearing. 
 
A motion was made by Council President Henning and seconded by Councilmember 
Ciannella to confirm. Motion carried unanimously. 
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CONSENT AGENDA: 

Mayor Ruschman asks if any Councilmember would like to have any resolution removed 
from the consent agenda and placed under New Business.  
 
Mayor Ruschman asks if any Council member would like to abstain from voting on any 
resolution on the consent agenda. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to accept the Consent Agenda with the abstentions so 
noted. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Ciannella and seconded by Councilmember Wells to 
confirm.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

 
RESOLUTIONS: 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
DONATION OF JEEP CHEROKEE TO  
PARK RIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
WHEREAS, Tracy Dickinson of 2 Oneto Court, Park Ridge, New Jersey has offered to donate a 2005 

Jeep Cherokee, with VIN#1J8HR58275C572791 and odometer reading of 71,508 miles, to the Park Ridge Police 
Department; and  
  

WHEREAS, the Park Ridge Police Department have stated that the vehicle would be a welcome 
addition as a DARE vehicle; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has no objection to this donation; 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
that the Park Ridge Police Department is hereby authorized to transfer ownership of said 2005 Jeep Cherokee 
VIN#1J8HR58275C572791, to the Borough of Park Ridge. 

-------------------- 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION 
 

REFUND OF 2008 SUMMER DAY CAMP FEE  
 

WHEREAS, because of circumstances, the following families are unable to send their children to 
Summer Day Camp; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Recreation Director has requested that their monies be returned: 

 
Barbara Polster 
10 Smith Avenue 
Park Ridge, NJ 07656  $75.00 

 
Julie Donovan 
242 Vittori Court 
Park Ridge, NJ 07656  $50.00 

 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 

that the Treasurer return the fees that were received. 
-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
PARK RIDGE RECREATION COMMITTEE 

SUMMER DAY CAMP 2008 
EXTRAS PROGRAM 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the Recreation 

Committee is hereby authorized to hire the following persons, here so named, for services associated with the 
Borough’s Summer Day Camp Extras Program. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to make 
payments to these persons in one installment, per person, by August 1, 2008; subject to receipt of the proper 
individual income tax forms, by the Borough on or before July 25, 2008. 
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  NAME   

 
TOTAL PAYMENT 

Liz Madio   $ 270.75 
David DeMeo   $ 270.75 
Nick Buonarota   $ 216.57 
Nina Buonarota   $ 108.28 

-------------------- 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
PARK RIDGE RECREATION COMMITTEE 

SUMMER DAY CAMP 2008 
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the Recreation 
Committee is hereby authorized to enter into terminable agreements with the following persons, here so named, 
for services associated with the Borough’s Summer Day Camp program. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to make 
payments to said persons in one installment by              August 1, 2008,  provided proper individual income tax 
forms are on file with the Borough before July 25, 2008.  Vacation deductions may be made from the installment 
and/or replacement substitutions made before the installment and adjustments made on a daily basis. 
 
 
NAME   POSITION   
 

TOTAL PAYMENT 

Brianna Kasperowicz Senior Counselor, Grade 11  $ 487.50 
Caitlin Quinn  Senior Counselor, Grade 11  $ 487.50 
Steven Diomede  Senior Counselor, Grade 11  $ 487.50 
 
Vincent Galdo  Counselor, Grade 11   $ 433.13 
Aidan O’Donoghue Counselor, Grade 10   $ 324.85 
 
 
Adrianne Sylvestri Counselor, Grade 9   $ 216.57 
Christopher Holstrom Counselor, Grade 9   $ 216.57 
Chris Criscuolo  Counselor, Grade 9   $ 216.57 
Kristy Leone  Counselor, Grade 9   $ 216.57 
 
 
Colin Kochakian  Counselor, Grade 8   $ 108.28 
John M. Dembrowski Counselor, Grade 8   $108.28 
Kaitlyn Mital  Counselor, Grade 8   $108.28 
Robbie Whitford  Counselor, Grade 8   $ 108.28  

-------------------- 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF BERGEN FOR 

THE 2008-2010 SNOW PLOWING PROGRAM 
 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the Mayor is hereby 
authorized to enter into an agreement with the County of Bergen for the 2008-2010 Snow Plowing Program. 

-------------------- 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION 
 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO GRANT AGREEMENT  
WITH THE COUNTY OF BERGEN 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge wishes to enter into a 

grant agreement with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using $75,000 in 2008-2009 Open Space Trust 
Funds for Mill Pond Dredging in Park Ridge; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Gene Vinci to be 
signatory to the aforesaid grant agreement; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Colleen Ennis to sign 
all County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid project; and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes that Park Ridge is liable for a 

dollar for dollar match for any funds awarded in accordance with the Trust requirements;  
-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
EMPLOYEE DEFERRED COMPENSATION 

 
WHEREAS, in order to attract and retain qualified employees there exists a need to adopt and 

implement a DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN for the employees of the Borough of Park Ridge 
(hereinafter referred to as “Employer”), which will provide employees the opportunity to enhance their financial 
security at retirement through savings of compensation on a deferred basis as provided by Section 457 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (“Code”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, in 2008 the Employer adopted a DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN provided by 
AXA-Equitable and assigned the plan identifier (66-PD- Equitable-053107) Park Ridge  by the Division of Local 
Government Services; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the offering of additional investments from another contractor will provide additional 
retirement investment options to participating employees; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  there is no direct financial cost to the Employer to adopt and implement an additional 
employee deferred compensation plan and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Employer solicited written proposals from two or more contractors for a Deferred 
Compensation Plan that meet the requirements of the Municipal, County and Authority Deferred Compensation 
Programs Rule N.J.A.C. 5:37; including AXA Equitable and Nationwide. 
 
 WHEREAS,  the following contractors submitted written proposals: 
AXA Equitable Life Insurance Company (hereinafter referred to as “AXA Equitable) and Nationwide; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge reviewed the proposals and met with representatives of the 
responding contractors of deferred compensation services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it was deemed that AXA Equitable has the ability to: (1) maintain complete records of 
accounts; (2) manage accounts with absolute fidelity; (3) provide advice concerning various categories of 
investments; and (4) provide continuing consultation to participants. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the 
Borough Administrator  is hereby authorized to execute the Service Agreement (bearing the identifier:  66-SA-
Equitable-053107 assigned by the New Jersey Division of Local Government) with AXA Equitable for the 
provision of administrative and investment services. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator is hereby designated as Local Plan 
Administrator for the administration of the DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there has been no collusion, or evidence or appearance of 
collusion, between any local official and a representative of AXA Equitable in the selection of AXA Equitable as 
contractor for the administration of the Service Agreement pursuant to N.J.A.C. Section 5:37-5.7.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Park Ridge  is adopting a deferred compensation 
plan substantially similar to one on which a favorable Private Letter Ruling has been previously obtained from 
the federal Internal Revenue Service except for provision added by reason of The Small Business Job Protection 
Act 1996 (United State Public Law no.104-188), the Tax Payer Relief Act 2001 (United States public law 
no.105-34) and the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act 2001 (United states public law no.107-
16) , and all such provisions are stated in the plan in terms substantially similar to the text of those provisions in 
the Internal Revenue code section 457.The use of the Ruling is for guidance only and acknowledges that for 
Internal Revenue Service purposes, the Ruling of another employer is not to be considered precedent. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution and all necessary required documents 
shall be submitted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within the State Department of 
Community Affairs for approval. 

-------------------- 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION 
 

 
Resolution Appointing Burgis and Associates, Inc. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are required to provide annual monitoring reports to the Council 
On Affordable Housing (COAH); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Burgis and Associates, Inc. the Borough planner in particular Brigette Bogart is fully 
familiar with the Council On Affordable Housing (COAH) rules and the preparation of these reports; and 
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 WHEREAS, this hiring is done as an exception to the Local Public Contracts Law. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough Park Ridge that 
Burgis Associates, Inc. is hired in an amount not to exceed $2,000.00 (Two Thousand Dollars) to provide the 
annual monitoring reports consistent with the requirements of the Council On Affordable Housing (COAH) and 
the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to execute a professional service agreement between Burgis Associates and 
the Borough approved as to substance and form by the Borough attorney for this project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that notice of this action shall be published in the newspaper record 
as it is an exception to the Local Public Contracts Law; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this Resolution shall be sent to Burgis and 
Associates attention Brigette Bogart within ten (10) days from the date of adoption. 

-------------------- 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
AUTHORIZE PART TIME LABOR 

 
 WHEREAS, there is a need for part time help as a result of an Open Public Records request and, 
 
 WHEREAS, there is also a need in the Construction department for file maintenance; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the following individual is recommended by the Borough Administrator to be appointed 
for the periods listed with the rates listed; 
 
 
 Name   Work Period   
 

Hourly Rate 

    Felicia Grundler  During School Breaks      $8.00 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
that this individual be hired as recommended.  

-------------------- 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO CONTRACT FOR LABOR UNDER STATE CONTRACT FOR TRI-BORO 
PHONE SYSTEM ENHANCEMENTS 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Tri-Boro phone system is in need of enhancements to rectify call transfer problems; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, B&C Communications has been recommended by Tri-Boro Safety Consultant Rob 
Kuehlke; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this item is available under State Contract #A69908 from this vendor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the CFO has certified that sufficient funds are available for this purchase;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
hereby authorize services be rendered at a rate of $175 per hour not to exceed $1,750.  

-------------------- 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION 
 

APPOINTMENT OF ROAD DEPARTMENT LABORER  
 
 

WHEREAS, the transfer of Chuck Dietrich from the Road Department to the position of Building 
Maintenance Worker has left an opening in the Road Department; and 
 

WHEREAS, the General Supervisor of Roads and the Director of Operations have recommended that 
said position be filled; and 
 

WHEREAS, this vacancy was posted and candidates resumes received by the Board of Public Works; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, since no employee has applied, the General Supervisor of Roads and the Director of 
Operations have evaluated and interviewed prospective employees from outside the Borough’s work force; and 
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WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works personnel committee performed a second interview with two 

of the prospective candidates as recommended by the Director of Operations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works of the Borough of Park Ridge 
Recommends to the Mayor and Council that Joseph Zuccaro of Park Ridge, New Jersey be hired for the position 
of Laborer in the Road Department. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
that Joseph Zuccaro of 8 Queen Court, Park Ridge, New Jersey be hired to the position of Laborer at an annual 
salary of $46,098.00 effective August 3, 2008. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this resolution shall be sent to Joseph Zuccaro 
within ten (10) days of the date of its adoption. 

-------------------- 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the Park Ridge Electric Department is presently in a 17-month contract to purchase our 
wholesale power requirements from DTE Energy Trading Inc. (DTE), which will terminate on May 31, 2009; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the power supply contracts for seven other municipally-owned electric utilities who are 
members of the Public Power Association of New Jersey (PPANJ) will also terminate on May 31, 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, the PPANJ has investigated the potential to purchase our future wholesale power supply 
using an alternate “Managed Contract” approach as opposed to the fixed price, full-requirements method that 
had been used for our existing contract with DTE; and 

 
WHEREAS, using a managed contract method would facilitate the Borough’s ability to receive 

proposals and purchase blocks of power from suppliers at various times to build up a portfolio of contracts for 
the Borough’s power requirements; and 

 
WHEREAS, using this approach will give the Borough the ability to monitor the power supply market 

and purchase some of its requirements when there are dips in the wholesale electricity futures prices; and 
 
WHEREAS, using a managed contract approach to purchase wholesale electric supply is included in 

the “PPANJ Procurement Model for Electric Supply” which has been approved by the New Jersey Division of 
Local Government Services and the blocks of power will be purchased using the competitive procurement 
principles set forth in the “PPANJ Procurement Model for Electric Supply”; and 

 
WHEREAS, in order to proceed using the managed contract approach, the PPANJ members need to 

hire a company to provide procurement advice and wholesale electric procurement services (management 
services); and 

 
WHEREAS, in May 2008 the PPANJ implemented a request for proposals (RFP) from qualified 

companies to provide said management services; and 
 
WHEREAS, said RFP resulted in the submission of six proposals; and 
 
WHEREAS, upon review of the proposals, the PPANJ members have concluded that the best proposal 

was submitted by American Power Net (APN) of  867 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 101, Wyomissing, Pennsylvania 
19610; and 

 
WHEREAS, based on the cost for the services included in the proposal, along with the potential to 

purchase electric supply at a lower price than using the full-requirements fixed price method, the Park Ridge 
Board of Public Works has recommended that the Borough of Park Ridge contract with APN for the purpose of 
procuring power using the managed contract method; and 
 

WHEREAS, three other PPANJ members including Seaside Heights, Lavallette, and South River have 
agreed to proceed using the managed contract approach; and 

 
WHEREAS, the PPANJ attorney is in the process of finalizing the contract that will be executed 

between the Boroughs and APN; and 
 
WHEREAS, in addition to contracting with APN for management services, the Borough will also need 

to join the  PJM Interconnection LLC (PJM) of 955 Jefferson Avenue, Valley Forge Corporate Center, 
Norristown, PA 1940-2497, which is the regional transmission organization that coordinates the movement and 
settlement of wholesale electricity; and 

 
WHEREAS, there is a $1,500 application fee and a $5,000 annual membership fee to be a member of 

PJM;  



7 Minutes of the Mayor and Council Meeting July 22, 2008 
 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS, the Board of Public Works of the 

Borough of Park Ridge hereby recommends to the Mayor and Council to empower by resolution the 
authorization for the Mayor to sign a contract with American PowerNet for the purpose of providing electric 
procurement management services, subject to review by the PPANJ and Borough Attorney; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Public Works recommends that the Mayor and 

Council authorize the Director of Operations to complete all of the necessary applications and authorize the 
payment of the fees for the membership at PJM Interconnection LLC, subject to the review by the PPANJ and 
Borough Attorney; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council agree with the recommendations of the 

Board of Public Works to contract with American PowerNet for the purpose of providing electric procurement 
management services, along with the authorization for the Director of Operations to complete all the necessary 
applications and payment of fees for membership at PJM Interconnection LLC; subject to review by the PPANJ 
and Borough Attorney; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to execute contracts 
approved as to substance and form by the Borough Attorney with American PowerNet and PJM interconnection 
LLC. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that true copies of this resolution be sent to American PowerNet and 

PJM Interconnection LLC within ten (10) days of adoption. 
--------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND 

MUNICIPAL PARK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund application in the amount of $ 78,000 has been 
proposed by the Borough of Park Ridge  for enhancement and safety improvements to Veteran’s Park in the 
Borough of Park Ridge; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Service Act, such funds may not be spent in a municipality 
without authorization by the Governing Body; and   
 

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of the Borough of Park Ridge,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
hereby confirm endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge are 
committed to providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the project; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the 
Bergen County Division of Community Development so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 
expedited.  

-------------------- 
 

None. 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 

None. 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A motion was made by Council President Henning and seconded by Councilmember Wells                        
to adjourn the regular Mayor and Council meeting.  
 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  


