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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
MAOR AND COUNCIL MEETING 

 
WORK SESSION  

July 8, 2008 
7:40 P.M. 

 
 

Present:   Mayor Ruschman, Council members; Brouwer, Ciannella, and Levinson  
 
Absent:   Council members; Henning, Wells and Maughan 
 
Also Present:  Kelley O’Donnell, Acting Borough Clerk 

Gene Vinci, Borough Administrator 
John D’Anton, Borough Attorney 
Colleen Ennis, CFO 

 
 
Mayor Ruschman read the compliance statement earlier as required by the Open Public 
Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231. 
 
 
Office of Emergency Management

• Councilmember Ciannella stated that the Office of Emergency Management is 
still in need of radios and white boards. 

 –  

o Councilmember Brouwer stated that he checked with the Fire Department 
and they did not have any available. 

• Councilmember Brouwer asked Gene Vinci if he had asked his contact about any 
possible second hand equipment at the former Pascack Valley Hospital site. 

o Gene Vinci stated he would ask. 
• Councilmember Ciannella stated that she had spoken with Joan Valas, 

Coordinator Office of Emergency Management regarding her being over budget. 
• Council discussion on the Swift Reach expense. 

o Colleen Ennis explained that the expense is split between utilities and 
Office of Emergency Management. 

o Council discussion on the fact that the Swift Reach line item was added to 
her budget 

• Councilmember Ciannella stated that Joan Valas expressed concern over phones 
being turned off. 

o Colleen Ennis stated that phones were not being shut off that there was a 
problem with the cell phone that had been resolved. 

• Mayor Ruschman stated that Joan Valas is doing a great job, but she is moving 
too fast. 

• Gene Vinci stated that she cannot spend anymore money. 
o After November 1st transfers can be made 
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• Councilmember Brouwer stated that the opportunity was there for her at budget 
time to come and explain her needs; she did not come in. 

 
Mayor Ruschman stated that he is setting 2 Goals/Objectives for himself: 

• Mill Pond Dam – decision has to be made as to what is going to be done with the 
dam by the end of the year. 

• Post Office Property – decision must be made by the end of the year what will be 
done with that property when the USPS moves out. 

o He would like to see a Senior Citizen Center at that location with age 
restricted housing on the second floor 

o Council agreed and would also like to see a Community Center for the 
youth of town, perhaps in the basement. 

Mayor Ruschman stated that if these objectives are not met by the end of the year, he will 
step down as Mayor. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 
 
Hackensack Medical Center Paramedic Vehicle

• Gene Vinci and Bill Beattie met with a representative at the Borough’s DPW 
Garage 

 –  

o The facilities are adequate including a small office space. 
o They would need the office and garage space 24/7 

• Waiting for something in writing from them 
o John D’Anton advised getting their Certificate of Insurance as well for 

Dave Vozza to review. 
 Borough of Park Ridge must be named as additional insured 

 
Recycling

• Proposal received from Green Sky 
 –  

o They would pick up recyclables for just under $1,000/month 
 Current labor costs approximately $450/month 

• Gene Vinci stated that it would allow the Borough to better utilize the labor force. 
• Council asked if Lou Turli was in favor of this 

o Gene Vinci stated that he was and a resolution could be prepared for the 
next meeting. 
  

Lightning Detection System
• Locations have been chosen 

 –  

• Gene Vinci spoke with the representative who feels that another controller will 
probably be necessary 

• Latitude and Longitude coordinates were provided for all Park Ridge locations 
o Same will be necessary for Montvale and Woodcliff Lake 

• Gene Vinci had been waiting for the Montvale DPW Supervisor to take the lead 
on this, but it appears now that ParkRidge has taken the lead 

• Park Ridge Schools are included with this as well 
• Councilmember Levinson suggested asking PRAA to contribute 
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• Council discussion on including Atkins Glen on the list of sites 
 
Mayor Ruschman stated that he was contacted by the Memorial Day Parade 
coordinator and was asked that the wreaths remain at Veteran’s Park until July 4th. 
 
BOROUGH CLERK REPORT 
 

• Spoke with Brian Overman from Congressman Scott Garrett’s office regarding 
the Borough’s concerns with the proposed centralizing of Bulk Mail acceptance 
locations, ours being Allendale and the extra burden it places on the 
municipalities along with the schools and house of worship within the Borough. 

Post Office – 

• I also expressed our concerns over the new post office having only one retail sale 
window 

• I sent a fax to Andrew at the Paramus office; he handles all USPS concerns. 
• Council advised that I contact State Senators Lautenberg and Menendez. 

 
Community Service

• Email received from Nicole Heller 
 –  

• Member of the PRHS Community Service Club 
• Looking for possible projects for the coming school year 
• Would appreciate any suggestions or contact information 
• Particularly looking for a project to launch on October 25th – National Make a 

Difference Day 
• Council discussed snow shoveling  
• Councilmember Brouwer asked for a copy of the email which I gave him  

 
Clothing Drop-Off bins/Recycling Center

• Currently 2 bins at the Recycling Center 
 –  

o One unmarked and one which belongs to the BCSPCA 
• Officer Scott Malloy asked if arrangements could be made to put a DARE 

clothing bin 
• Lou Turli would like to accommodate the DARE bin if the Mayor and Council 

approve 
• Lou Turli would also like to move to the side the unmarked bin, legally all bins 

are supposed to be marked and wait for the owner to claim it 
• Council agrees to moving unmarked bin  
• Council agrees to DARE Clothing Bin being placed at the Recycling Center  

 
Public Work Session adjourned at 8:00 pm 
Public Session reconvened with the Mayor and Council taking their seats on the dais 
at 8:05 pm. 
 
 
  


