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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
MAOR AND COUNCIL MEETING 

 
WORK SESSION  

June 10, 2008 
9:10 P.M. 

 
 

Present:   Mayor Ruschman, Council members; Henning, Wells, Brouwer, Ciannella 
and Levinson,  

 
Absent:   Councilmember Maughan 
 
Also Present:  Kelley O’Donnell, Acting Borough Clerk 

Gene Vinci, Borough Administrator 
Ann Kilmartin, CFO 
Colleen Ennis, Assistant Treasurer 

 
Mayor Ruschman previously read the compliance statement as required by the Open 
Public Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231. 
 

• Council President Henning informed those present that with regard to the 
Westwood Hospital, there are a few Pascack Valley Hospital Board Members 
working with Hackensack University Medical Center during this transition time 

o There are plans to have additional community meetings/information 
sessions similar to what was done in Westwood 

o They will be reaching our to the communities in Pascack Valley, Northern 
Valley and lower Rockland County 

o They are still looking at the many disciplines they will be bringing to the 
Westwood location in addition to the Emergency Services scheduled to be 
open in the Fall 
 Emergency Services will be in the old Maternity Wing of the 

hospital (left of the front entrance when facing the hospital) 
 They will not be a trauma center 
 They would like to have 150 beds to hold patients for 2-3 days if 

necessary 
 They are planning to have Cardiac Care 

 

Donation to Tri Boro Ambulance Corps in memory of Marion Roe – Mayor and Council 
agrees to $100 

BOROUGH CLERK REPORT 

 
Discussion on need to change date of next meeting June 24th – We should have enough 
for a quorum – no need to change date 
 
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 
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• Gene Vinci and Councilmember Brouwer met with Lichtenstein regarding Mill 
Pond Dam today. 

Mill Pond Dam- 

• They discussed the original contract 
o Consensus was that the Borough paid forward 

 Listing was of items already paid for and documentation received 
o Original Contract $359,800 to complete dam by 2005 

 Resolution for $42,000 
o Overall budget was approximately $400,000 

 $15,000 is left  
• Estimated cost to complete is $90,000 
• Gene Vinci and Councilmember Brouwer asked for a quote on cost to complete 

o Change order was never done 
o Lichtenstein explained that the original contract estimated for 24 hours of 

competent engineer services which they did not receive 
• Councilmember Brouwer explained that the original contract never had a 

“not to exceed” clause. 
• Councilmember Brouwer is hopeful that the Borough could go out to bid in 

August if all documentation and back-up is received.  
 

• Councilmember Ciannella asked those present if they had the opportunity to 
look at the proposal from The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

o Council discussion on inviting The Louis Berger Group to the June 24th 
meeting. 

o Councilmember Brouwer asked if the DEP is approachable with regard to 
these other options 
 Councilmember Ciannella stated that she believes that they would 

be 
 Summary was prepared with alternatives for Mill Pond  

o Councilmember Ciannella to check with The Louis Berger Group to 
see how much time would be necessary for them to give a brief 
presentation to the Mayor & Council 

• Council discussion on Lou Turli also attending the June 24th meeting 
o Discuss his goals, objectives and staffing needs 

• Council President Henning would like to see more substance in the department 
head reports 

o Councilmember Ciannella stated that Bill Beattie did not know what was 
expected of him and could have answered any questions presented 

• Councilmember Brouwer reminded those present that the new hire for the road 
department effective July 1st was to be discussed after hearing the plans for the 
department from Lou Turli 

• Council agrees to invite The Louis Berger Group and Lou Turli to the June 
24th meeting  

• Council agrees that the Utility Board should also be invited to the June 24th 
meeting for the presentation by The Louis Berger Group 

• Councilmember Ciannella to invite the Utility Board 
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• Councilmember Ciannella stated that the Utility Board wants to see the 
hydroelectric plant working 

o Historic part of Park Ridge 

• Ventilation system previously discussed 
TriBoro Ambulance- 

• Resolution adopted this evening; each town and TriBoro Ambulance paying 1/4 
 

• Open Space Acquisition Grant- 

County Open Space- 
Applications due June 27th 
 

o Council President Henning previously spoke about the acquisition of the 
property at Forest and Colony Avenues 

 
• Open Space Parks Improvements Grant- 

o Brigette of Burgis Associates to contact Councilmember Ciannella 
regarding improvements to Veteran’s Park 

o Councilmember Ciannella showed those present where the monument 
could be moved to 
 Estimate to move monument - $3,500 
 Safer to move the monument off of Park Avenue 

o Encourages participation at Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day activities 
o Councilmember Ciannella has estimates for the different phases of the 

work 
 Council discussion on the plans 
 Pavers used will match those at the 9/11 monument 

 
• Councilmember Levinson suggested fencing along the brook at Memorial as 

another possible park improvement application for the grant 
o Estimate would be needed 

 
Mayor Ruschman stated that quotes are needed on the work at Veteran’s Park.   
Work cannot be broken up into small pieces 
 

• Gene Vinci reminded the Mayor and Council that quotes received must 
reflect prevailing wages. 

o All contracts in excess of $11,892 require compliance with both 
Contractor Registration Laws and the payment of Prevailing Wage Rates 

• Councilmember Ciannella to have quote redone 
• Council President Henning stated that he would like to see the best estimate 

possible 
 

• Perry Petrillo working on the specs 
Fire House Exterior- 

• 2 changes were made 
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• Borough Attorney John D’Anton working on the General specifications 
• Council discussion on redoing the exterior, not patching 

 

• Gene Vinci contacted Interstate Waste Services 
Recycling –  

o Asked that they not accept loads that include garbage with recyclables 
o Rejected approximately 20 loads 

 Emailing Gene Vinci the addresses 
 Gene Vinci keeping a log 

• Council President Henning asked if they could be reminded to leave the loads on 
the property, not the street 

• Councilmember Levinson suggested contacting the reporter from 
Community Life, Kathryn Berger  

o Posting it on the message board 
o Including it in the Borough Newsletter 

• Proposals received from Green Sky 
o Rebates for Paper and Corrugated Cardboard 
o Five Year Contract expires June 30th, 2008 
o Proposal also received for commingled 

 Currently the town receives no rebate 
o Would like to sign contract 

 Resolution for June 24th meeting 
• Council agrees 

 
Councilmember Brouwer suggested recycling cans for residents 
 
Council discussion on Go Green Grant Application to purchase cans 
 

• Received a call from Henry Baumeister 

BOROUGH ATTORNEY REPORT 
Post Office- 

• They are willing to pay the $41,300  
o Wants a copy of the resolution which enabled Bob Wright to sign the 

easement 
• Dan Browne, Park Ridge Board of Education should have 
• Councilmember Brouwer to call Board of Education for Resolution 
• Letter received regarding a leak in the roof of the post office 

o John D’Anton to reply 
o Gene Vinci and Nick Saluzzi, Construction Official will inspect 

 John D’Anton wants to know if the prior owner was made advised 
of the leak 

o Council discussion on “triple net” lease 
 Some repairs are responsibility of tenant 
 Some repairs are responsibility of landlord 

o John D’Anton to review language of lease 
• If necessary John D’Anton to go back to prior owner 
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o First need to know extent of roof leak 
• Payment in lieu of taxes 

o John D’Anton asked Councilmember Wells if he had the business card of 
the gentleman from the USPS who had given the presentation to the 
Planning Board 

o Councilmember Wells said he did not, he had given it to Gene Vinci 
o Councilmember Wells said Lyn Beer, Land Use Officer would have 

the information 
o John D’Anton wants to reach out to that gentleman, whom had stated to 

Councilmember Wells that they would pay 
• John D’Anton has been writing to Mrs. Gonzalez of the USPS and has yet to 

receive a response 
 
TelVue Contract –  

• John D’Anton reviewed contract with Ned Barber, PKRG TV 
• Memo sent to Gene Vinci  
• Ned Barber to bring in salesman to meet with John D’Anton 

 
Ann Kilmartin, CFO stated that before we adjourn the meeting she wanted to 
advise those present that an Emergency will need to be done 
Recycling tax was budget at $7,500 for the year and we are already over $5,000 
 
John D’Anton asked the clerk to forward him a copy of the drainage easement adopted 
this evening so that he may forward it with the agreement to the property owner. 
 
John D’Anton presented the clerk with a revised copy of the Policies and Procedures 
Manual for the Borough of Park Ridge. 
 
Work Session adjourned at 10:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
  


