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Municipal Building 
        Park Ridge, NJ  
        May 27, 2008 – 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council was called to order by Mayor Ruschman at the 
above time, date and place.  The Mayor led those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Present:  Mayor Ruschman, Council members Henning, Wells, Brouwer, Ciannella and           
ROLL CALL:   

  Levinson 
Absent:  Councilmember Maughan 
Also Present:  Kelley O’Donnell, Acting Borough Clerk 
  Gene Vinci, Borough Administrator 
  Colleen Ennis, Treasurer 
  
 
Mayor Ruschman Reads Compliance Statement, as required by Open Public Meeting Act, 
P.L. 1975, Chapter 231. 
 

 
SUSPEND REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS 

A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Council President to suspend 
the regular order of business for the following.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICER 

 PETER J. MAURO – POLICE SERGEANT 
 
Chief Joseph Madden thanked everyone for coming this evening.  Chief Madden thanked the 
Mayor and Council for their support in promoting Pete Mauro to Sergeant. Chief Madden also 
stated that he would like to recognize Council President Henning, as Police Commissioner, his 
input and cooperation throughout the whole process helped to make this day possible. Chief 
Madden further stated that Pete Mauro has been with the department for nine years, and during 
that time he has always epitomized what he feels a Park Ridge Police Officer should be.  He is a 
man of high moral character, integrity, and a great family history.  He has always brought a good 
energy and a good attitude to the department.  He possesses a lot of the qualities that will make 
him a successful leader in our agency.  Chief Madden wished Pete Mauro good luck in the future 
and expressed the fact that he feels Pete will be a positive role model for the future generations 
of officers in our town. 
 
Mayor Ruschman stated that we would take a short break if anyone wished to leave they may do 
so.  
 

 
AGENDA CHANGES 

The Mayor states that there are a few changes to the agenda.  Under the Consent Agenda we are 
adding resolutions:  

 6. Approve Membership in Fire Reserve Program 
 7. Approve Membership in Fire Reserve Program 
 8. Pool Staff  
 9. Liquor License Transfer 
10. Workman’s Compensation Payment 
11. Opposing A -500 Modifications of the Fair Housing Act  

 

Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard on any matter. There was no one. 
PUBLIC PRIVILEGE TO THE FLOOR 
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CONSENT AGENDA 

Mayor Ruschman asks if any Councilmember would like to have any resolutions removed from 
the consent agenda and place under New Business. There was none. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to accept the Consent Agenda. 
 
A motion was made by Council President Henning and seconded by Councilmember Levinson to 
confirm.   
 

 
RESOLUTIONS 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
APPOINTMENT OF PROBATIONARY POLICE OFFICER 

 
 

WHEREAS, a vacancy exists for the position of Police Officer on the Park Ridge Police Department; and 
 

WHEREAS, the hiring process was conducted in accordance with Civil Service requirements; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Search Committee has recommended Daniel Hoffmann of 114 Colony Avenue, Park 
Ridge, New Jersey be hired as a Probationary Police Officer and has reserved a seat for him in the Police Academy 
effective January 25, 2008; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
Daniel Hoffmann is hereby appointed as a Probationary Police Officer with the Borough of Park Ridge effective 
February 1, 2008, at a salary of $32,510. 

--------------------  
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
APPOINTMENT OF POLICE SERGEANT 

 
WHEREAS, a vacancy exists in the position of Police Sergeant on the Park Ridge Police Department; and 

 
WHEREAS, the hiring process was conducted in accordance with Civil Service requirements; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Search Committee has recommended Peter J. Mauro be hired as Police Sergeant.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

Peter Mauro is hereby appointed as Police Sergeant effective June 1, 2008, at a salary of $101,052.  
-----------------------  

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION 
 

AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH TELVUE CORPORATION 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have been advised by Ned Barber of PKRG TV that there is a need to 
upgrade the broadcast equipment; and 
 

WHEREAS, Ned Barber of PKRG TV has had the opportunity to visit with other Cable TV stations and 
discuss their solutions to the broadcast and bulletin board requirements for their access stations; and  
 

WHEREAS, Ned Barber of PKRG TV has recommended that the Borough of Park Ridge enter into an 
agreement with Tel Vue Corporation, 16000 Horizon Way, Suite 500, Mt. Laurel, New Jersey; and  
 

WHEREAS, Tel Vue Corporation has agreed to provide these services for an amount not to exceed 
$6,200; and 
 

WHEREAS, the recurring monthly service fee will not exceed $100. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to execute an agreement approved as to form and content by the Borough 
Attorney with Tel Vue Corporation. 
 

BE IT FORTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this resolution be sent to Tel Vue Corporation within 
ten days from the date of adoption of this resolution. 

--------------------  
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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION CONTRIBUTION AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the following items be 

paid and charged as provided by appropriations in the 2008 Municipal Budget. 
 

 ORGANIZATION    AMOUNT 
1. Tri Boro Ambulance    $14,500.00 
2. Pascack Historical Society                500.00 
3. American Legion Memorial Day Parade       2,000.00 
4. Meals on Wheels                500.00 
5. Golden Age Club             6,000.00 
6. Pascack Mental Health Center         8,000.00 
7. Goldberg Child Care Center          500.00 
8. Capital Improvement Fund     60,000.00 
9. Tri Boro Ambulance – Stipend        3,000.00  

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Treasurer be and she is hereby authorized and directed to 

make payment to the aforementioned organization, and the Capital Improvement Fund. 
 

--------------------  
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO NEW JERSEY STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES FOR 

PARTICIPATION IN THEIR CHALLENGE TO COAH’S REGULATIONS 
 

WHEREAS, on May 6, 2008 the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) met and approved their new 
“third round” regulations; and  

 
WHEREAS, COAH also proposed amendments to these regulations, to be published in June, beginning a 

60-day comment period for these amendments, which the Council hopes to approve in the fall; and 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State League of Municipalities Executive Board approved preparations for a 
possible challenge to COAH’s regulations. 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge wishes to be included with other participating municipalities in 

the League’s challenge of COAH regulations. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
hereby pledge the amount of $500 and authorize payment to the New Jersey State League of Municipalities in their 
challenge of the Third Round COAH Regulations; pending certification of funds by the CFO. 

 
-------------------- 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION 
 

APPROVE MEMBERSHIP IN FIRE RESERVE PROGRAM 
 
 WHEREAS, Fire Chief Thomas Derienzo has approved an application prepared by Daniel Wuhrman, 1 
Mader Place, for the Park Ridge Fire Reserve Program, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
hereby approved the membership of Daniel Wuhrman in the Park Ridge Fire Reserve Program. 

--------------------  
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
APPROVE MEMBERSHIP IN FIRE RESERVE PROGRAM 

 
 WHEREAS, Fire Chief Thomas Derienzo has approved an application prepared by Thomas Derienzo, 107 
Highland Street, for the Park Ridge Fire Reserve Program, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
hereby approved the membership of Thomas Derienzo in the Park Ridge Fire Reserve Program. 

--------------------  
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION 
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AUTHORIZE POOL STAFF AND SALARIES 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the Park Ridge 
Swimming Pool Commission is hereby authorized to hire at the subscribed rates of pay, the following persons in 
order to operate the Park Ridge Swimming Pool for the 2008 season 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Thomas Bauer is appointed Pool Manager for a period of April 1, 
2008 to March 31, 2009 for a sum of $14,400 to be paid in 5 installments. 
 
Dolly Lewis 1st Assistant Manager $21.80/hr 
Mike Alfonso Asst. Mgr. $15.46/hr 
Lisa Ludwig Asst. Mgr. $12.50/hr 
Kelly Weber Asst. Mgr. $12.00/hr 
Laura Scheutte Asst. Mgr.                                                 $11.25/hr   
 Asst. Swim Team Coach                $450/season  
Andrew Lewis Asst. Mgr.                                                 $11.25/hr 
Claire Owen Lifeguard                                                  $10.63/hr 
Katie Fry Lifeguard                                                  $10.63/hr 
 Head Swim Coach                                             $1550/season  
Gaby Scovia Lifeguard                                                               $10.27/hr 
 Dive Team Coach S800/season 
Kevin Origoni Lifeguard                                                               $11.08/hr 
Jamie DiFiore Lifeguard                                                              $10.63/hr  
Paul Giannella Lifeguard               $10.63/hr 
Melanie Lewis Lifeguard $10.27/hr 
Kaitlin Foley Lifeguard $10.27hr 
Scott Miller Lifeguard $10.27/hr 
Joseph Albanese Lifeguard $9.91/hr 
Steve Tinghitella Lifeguard $9.91/hr 
Alli Ross Lifeguard $9.91/hr  
Andrea Bonvicino Lifeguard $9.91/hr  
Cara Di Lorenzo Lifeguard $9.91/hr  
Andrew Giannella Lifeguard $9.91/hr  
Brian Desmond Lifeguard $9.91hr  
April Kaiser Lifeguard $9.91/hr 
 Asst. Swim Team Coach $225/season 
John Skovira Lifeguard $9.59/hr 
Tara Ryan Lifeguard $9.59/hr 
Andreas Sanchez Lifeguard $8.07/hr 
Mike Kehrli Lifeguard $8.64/hr 
Ashley Vallone Lifeguard $8.07/hr 
 Asst. Swim Team Coach $225/season 
Kevin Desmond Lifeguard $8.64/hr 
Izzy Skovira Lifeguard $8.64/hr 
Will Owen Lifeguard $8.07/hr 
Jason Wilson Lifeguard $8.07/hr 
Max Masur Lifeguard $8.07/hr 
Ryan Magee Lifeguard $8.07/hr 
David Smith Lifeguard $8.07/hr 
John Maughan Lifeguard $8.07/hr 
Alex Kohn Lifeguard $8.07/hr 
Evan Dvorkin Lifeguard $8.07/hr  
 
 Payment of the aforementioned salaries shall be made in installments beginning June 6, 2008 in accordance 
with approved time cards submitted. 

--------------------  
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
PERSON-TO-PERSON TRANSFER 

OF LIQUOR LICENSE 0247-33-003-006 
 
 WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Michael S. Kopelman, Esq.  with mailing address of 55 Main 
Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601for a Person-to-Person transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License Number 0247-
33-003-006, heretofore issued to Tyler Restaurant Group LLC with a mailing address of 99 Park Avenue, Park 
Ridge, NJ 07656; and  
 WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all aspects, the transfer fees have been paid, 
and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; and 
 WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of 
the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions 
consistent with Title 33; and  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
does hereby approve, effective May 27, 2008, the Person-to-Person transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License 
no. 0247-33-003-006 to Michael S. Kopelman, Esq. 55 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby directed to endorse the license 
certificate as follows: “This license, hereafter license number 0247-33-003-007, subject to all its terms and 
conditions, is hereby transferred to Michael S. Kopelman, Esq., 55 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601 effective 
May 27, 2008”  

--------------------- 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION 
 

WORKMAN’S COMPENSATION PAYMENT 
 

WHEREAS, Margaret Varvara, a Crossing Guard for the Borough of Park Ridge, was injured while on 
duty 6/18/07; and 
 

WHEREAS, since she was paid hourly, no payroll checks have been issued since the date of the accident; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received the Workman’s Compensation checks for her allocated rate in the 
amount of $226.63 per week which from 04/18/08 thru 04/22/08 which is 5/7ths of one (1) week at $161.90. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, that 
the $161.90 be remitted to Margaret Varvara. 

--------------------  
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION 

 
OPPOSING A-500 – MODIFICATIONS OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT 

 
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill A-500, which modifies provisions of the Fair Housing Act, has been approved 

by the Housing and Local Government Committee; and 
 

WHEREAS, the bill will next be considered by the Assembly Appropriations Committee; and 
 

WHEREAS,   A-500 proposes to eliminate RCA funding and replace it with State revenues generated by 
the realty transfer fee to provide for new and rehabilitated housing, which may or may not cover the cost of 
providing for such housing; and 
 

WHEREAS, A-500 creates a new category of “middle income” housing in addition to the defined “low 
and moderate income” housing needs, which will require COAH to recalculate the statewide housing needs; and 
 

WHEREAS, A-500 would implement a 2.5% non-residential development fee to pay for the housing 
resulting from the projected obligation generated by commercial development and any shortfall resulting from this 
new fee would fall to the taxpayers of the State to make up; and 
 

WHEREAS, A-500 would establish that a municipality’s local housing trust fund must be expended within 
four years or be forfeited to the State; and 
 

WHEREAS, A-500 creates a new “State Housing Commission” without clarification as to how this new 
arm of government will interact with COAH. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Park Ridge opposes passage of A-500 for 
the reasons listed and request that no action be taken by the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 
  

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Assembly 
Appropriations Committee and the League of Municipalities. 

--------------------  
 

There was none. 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 

There was none 
OLD BUSINESS 

 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

Council President Henning stated that a letter was received from Ms. Tracy Dickinson in which 
she stated that she would like to donate her 2005 Jeep Cherokee to the Park Ridge Police 
Department.   
 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to accept the donation with great thanks. 
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A motion is made by Councilmember Ciannella and seconded by Councilmember Brouwer to 
confirm. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks that a letter of thanks go out to Tracy Dickinson on behalf of the Mayor 
and Council. 

------------------ 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
confirm, to adjourn the regular Mayor and Council Meeting.  
 
Meeting adjourned to Public Work Session at 8:25 p.m. 
 


