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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
MAOR AND COUNCIL MEETING 

 
WORK SESSION  

May 13, 2008 
8:30 P.M. 

 
 

Present:   Mayor Ruschman, Council members; Henning. Wells, Brouwer, Ciannella 
and Levinson,  

 
Absent:   Councilmember Maughan 
 
Also Present:  Kelley O’Donnell, Acting Borough Clerk 

Gene Vinci, Borough Administrator 
John D’Anton, Borough Attorney 
Ann Kilmartin, CFO 
Colleen Ennis, Treasurer 

 
Mayor Ruschman  read the compliance statement earlier as required by the Open Public 
Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231. 
 

Volunteer of the Year Awards – 
BOROUGH CLERK REPORT 

• Copies of the request from McNerney’s office were in your mail packets.   
• Would like to submit your 2008 recommendation to the County by the end of 

June 
 
Train Station – Locked/Unlocked 

• We have had a number of calls when the train station was locked when it should 
have been open 

• NJ Transit has requested that the train station be open when the trains are running 
o Earliest Train: 5:21 am 
o Latest Train:  1:36 am 

• John D’Anton advised that the town is carrying the liability insurance the council 
can decide the hours that they want it open 

• Bob Murkin will be installing motion sensor lights within the train station 
• Council agreed that train station should remain open 24/7 
• The motion sensor lights should deter vandalism 
• I will send a memo to Bill Beattie asking for the installation of a non locking 

door handle on the train station. 
• Council asked if amended Lease had been received, Gene Vinci stated that it has 

not 
 
Financial Disclosure Statements – 

• Still a number outstanding.   
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• Lyn has sent out 3 reminders.   
o I distributed list outstanding as of 5/5.  

• Asked the Council to remind those members of the committees that they are 
liaisons to. 

 
League of Municipalities –  

• Reminded Mayor and Council of State Budget Summit 5/20/08 
o League is requesting active participation – at least 3 reminders a day 

received by fax 
• League is soliciting pledges of $500 from each municipality to challenge the 

COAH regulations. 
o All present in favor of doing so 
o Feel that COAH has to be challenged on as many fronts as possible. 

 
Council Email- 

• Bill Beattie was working on it.   
• For those who wish to access the server through the web, I will need passwords 
• Passwords provided by Council Members Brouwer, Henning and Wells 

 
Ann Kilmartin asked Council President Henning how much Open Space money was 
allocated to improvements to Veteran’s Park. 

• Council President Henning said approximately $60,000 
o Resolution will be needed for use of Open Space Trust Funds 

• Councilwoman Ciannella was asked to provide specifications for the 4 jobs 
o She was advised to leave it broken up 

• Gene Vinci said that it cannot be broken up into smaller jobs to come under the 
bid threshold 

o It will be under careful scrutiny of the state 
• Discussion on the specs and the fact that there are indeed separate jobs 

o Beautification 
o Safety 
o Planters and benches in downtown, not just Veteran’s Park 

• Multiple Quotes will be needed – solicit bids over $4,300 threshold 
o Councilwoman Ciannella agreed 

 
Council asked the hours Java Brewing will be open.  Councilman Wells state that initially 
they will be open 5:30 am to 6:30 pm.  They have asked the Planning Board if they could 
be open later for Coffee and Dessert and the Board gave their approval. 
 
Council asked Gene Vinci the status of the inquiry into a coffee shop operating from the 
train station.  Gene Vinci stated that since he told the woman it would have to go out to 
bid there has been no further interest.  
 

 Grants – 
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 
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• Open Space – Received a prioritized list from Brigette of Burgis Associates 
Application due 6/27/08 

 
• NJDOT Discretionary Aid - Support Letters have been received from some 

elected officials 
 

• CDBG recommended funding for pool ADA Bathrooms 
o Mayor Ruschman to speak with Pool Commission 

 They are not sending the money received back 
o Council agrees that the pool should be encouraged to make the ADA 

improvements 
 The exposure to the town for non ADA compliance is too great 
 Council discussion on the handicap community not being served 

o Councilwoman Levinson said the pool commission believes they are 
complying with the ADA Compliance regulations 

o Council discussion on surveying the Park Ridge Residents on their opinion 
of updating the baths 

 
PKRG Broadcast Upgrade –  

• Several memos have been distributed regarding updating the server for 
broadcasting 

o TelVue request 
o Approximate Cost $6,000 
o Funding part of the Multi-Purpose Bond Ordinance 
o Would allow for Bulletin Board Space  

• All present in favor – Resolution for adoption at next meeting 
 
Parking Ordinance Amendment – 

• Mary Rathgeb, Zoning Officer has proposed an amendment to the ordinance 
o Initiated from a neighbor complaining about another neighbor parking 

their car on the grass next to his house. 
o When guests come over they all park their cars there 

• The change would eliminate the ability to park cars in your back yard.  Ordinance 
currently refers to vehicles 

• Ordinance does call for screening 
• Council feels that the ordinance is fine the way it is 

o Changing the wording would put the Borough in between neighbor 
disputes. 

o The neighbors have to work it out 
 
Fire Siren – Broadway 

• Resident has complained and asked that the noon siren be eliminated, along with 
any sirens after 7:00 pm 

o Gene Vinci asked the Fire Chief to call the County Environmental Health 
Specialist 

o County Environmental Health Specialist was call in 
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o We have not received their final report yet 
• Gene Vinci reminds the Council that there is a siren on Ridge Avenue that has 

been silenced during certain time periods 
• Councilman Wells stated that if we have the sirens, and the emergency responders 

have stated that we need them then we should use them. 
• Council discussion that even though there have been great strides in 

technology beepers and cell phones do not always work. 
• Also, the siren alerts the residents that the volunteers will be responding to a 

call. 
 
Lightning Detection Warning System – 

• County has done cooperative purchase 
• Montvale, Pascack Hills High School, Woodcliff Lake, Woodcliff Lake Swim 

Club will be participating 
• Park Ridge could join with their system, equipment location Montvale  
• Park Ridge Board of Education wants to be included as well 

o Councilwoman Levinson met with Hillsdale Police Chief Chip Stalter on 
the recommendation of WDT.  Though it would be great to partner with 
this group, we just need to be sure the radius is covered. The Chief was 
uncertain how the system could be shared and recommended we speak to 
WDT and Marcus McGee from Quality Protection Systems – they do the 
hardware. 

o Borough of Hillsdale has their own 
 However, she likes Hillsdale’s approach that it doesn’t matter who 

pays for it – Athletic Association, Schools, Town - all the 
Borough’s Children should be protected 

• Councilwoman Levinson feels that Park Ridge has quite a few locations that need 
to be protected (Davies Field, West Ridge, Pool/Colony, East Brook, HS/Sulak, & 
maybe Mill Pond  or train station/Veteran’s Park) 

o Utilizing our own electric department would be a large savings to the 
Borough 

• System consists of a pole with a strobe light and siren 
o Strobe light is the first alert then the siren follows 
o Cost approx. $1,100 set up costs and sharing software services 
o $1,270 per horn 

• Councilwoman Levinson thinks a grid should be done for the Pascack Valley and 
the whole county to check for overlaps and make sure there is adequate coverage. 

• Councilwoman Levinson recommends going with what Gene Vinci is suggesting 
with Weather Decision Technologies provided we are covered with the location in 
Montvale.. 

• Councilman Brouwer asks if it will satisfy our needs.  If the system resides in 
Montvale will it handle all of Park Ridge  

• Councilman Brouwer asked Gene Vinci to check the range and expansion 
• Gene Vinci will call WDT to see if they can service our potential needs 
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• Council agrees with sharing the service with Montvale and Woodcliff Lake if 
it is confirmed that the system will accommodate all locations in Park Ridge 
necessary. 

 
Mayor Ruschman states the Council needs to discuss the absence of Councilman 
Maughan.  George Heller inquired as to his whereabouts again.  Councilman Maughan 
has not contacted the Mayor to discuss his situation and since a resident has brought it up 
again it needs to be addressed. 
 
Councilman Wells to contact Councilman Maughan and advise him to contact the 
Mayor asap. 
 
Mayor Ruschman met today with the clergy of Park Ridge; approximately 12 
people were there 
 

• Over the last 7 years the Mayor has been approached by residents asking why 
there was no menorah in Depot Square with the holiday decorations. 

• Some of the clergy are against religious symbols in Depot Square 
• They agreed to cultural symbols 

o Dreidle, frosty, holiday tree 
• Mayor Ruschman asked that the clergy put their intentions in writing and that 

they understand that the decorations will be in Veteran’s Park not Depot Square. 
 
Council discussion on the letter from PODS asking to attend a meeting and their 
request for a reduction in the Borough’s permit fees. 

• Council agrees not to have them come, the ordinance stays as is.   
• Borough Clerk to send a letter to PODS. 

 
Council also asked if a letter could be sent out to the owner of the property on 
Pascack Road where the pod is almost in the street.   
Gene Vinci will advise Mary Rathgeb to handle that. 
 
Gene Vinci to send response to Mr. Bosi’s request to purchase Borough Property on 
East Avenue. 
 
Work Session adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
  
 
 
 


