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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
MAOR AND COUNCIL MEETING 

 
WORK SESSION  

April 22, 2008 
9:45 P.M. 

 
 

Present:   Mayor Ruschman, Council members; Wells, Brouwer, Ciannella and 
Levinson,  

 
Absent:   Council members Henning and Maughan 
 
Also Present:  Kelley O’Donnell, Acting Borough Clerk 

Gene Vinci, Borough Administrator 
John D’Anton, Borough Attorney 
Ann Kilmartin, CFO 

 
Mayor Ruschman  read the compliance statement as required by the Open Public Meeting 
Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231. 
 

Given by Gene Vinci- 
ENGINEERING REPORT 

Joint Road Resurfacing Program – 
• Bids will be opened May 13th 
• Westwood Lead Agency 

 
Curbs/Drainage Program- 

• Copies in everyone’s mailbox 
• Cost of Work and cost estimate in progress - $235,000 budgeted 
• The handicapped ramps requested by the Police Department should be considered 
• Complaints have been received from residents on Jenny Lane, 29 Park Avenue 

and a drainage issue on Ellin Drive.  As Second Street is a heavily traveled road it 
too should be considered. 

• Once a decision has been made, they will proceed with the contract plans and 
specifications. 

 
County Road Program – 

• Notice received from the county and circulated to the Police.  Gene Vinci will 
attend a meeting at the County on April 30th. 

• Councilwoman Levinson asked if the traffic study was taken into consideration 
with the road resurfacing at Grand Avenue and Spring Valley Road; left turn 
lane. 

• Gene Vinci said he would check. 
 



Revised 5/12/08 
 

Councilman Wells asked who the Borough Engineer reports her findings to, is it only 
the Mayor and Council? He would like to know who from the Borough looks at the work. 
He feels the Borough needs an employee involved with our outside professionals. 
 
Councilman Brouwer stated that is the point he has been trying to make.  The end user 
needs to be involved in the acceptance and the process; i.e. Road Department with 
Road Resurfacing project. 
 
Gene Vinci stated that is not the normal practice in other towns, but if that is what the 
Council wants we can do it. Usually the confidence is there is the outside professional. 
 
Councilman Wells stated that it is not a lack of confidence it is the Borough through its 
full time employees being more involved; complimenting the outside resources of 
our professionals. 
 
Council wants to see this put into practice moving forward. 
 

Field Use Permit- 
BOROUGH CLERK REPORT 

• Designed with Don Davies, Field Coordinator 
• Coaches will need to have in their possession 
• Copies will be distributed to 

o Police Desk 
o Lou Turli, Road Department 
o Borough Clerk’s Office 

• Police will enforce by Borough Ordinance 
 

• PKRG – Request of purchase of Server for Broadcasting 
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

o Cost - $6000 
o Not in the budget 
o Technology Committee thought it was in the budget. 
o Ann Kilmartin stated that PKRG never came in with a budget 
o Councilman Wells asked that it be tabled until Rich Henning returns –  
o Gene Vinci and John D’Anton to discuss with Rich Henning when he 

returns 
o Discussion on whether or not 1/2 was put into operating budget and 1/2 in 

capital budget 
• John D’Anton to review TelVue contract. 

 
• LBG Soil Testing Results on Recreation Fields 

o No recommendation for further testing 
 

• Summer Camp- 
o Contracts have been signed for Special Events 
o Request for a bus –  
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 NJ Transit and the County “give” away buses each year 
 Waiting for a letter from NJ DOT with instructions on how to 

make request 
 Need letter from Bob Wright, Business Administrator Park Ridge 

Board of Education 
• Interlocal Agreement with School Board  

 
• Park Ridge Gardens- 

o Request received for reimbursement of trash removal costs - $600/month 
o Gene Vinci has contacted Interstate Waste Services to see what the cost 

would be to add Park Ridge Gardens to the Borough’s Contract.   
o Initial estimates are that it would be cheaper to add them  

 
• Davies Field – 

o Testing by NJ Department of Health for Lead  
 Results favorable 

 
• NJ DOT Discretionary Grant – Train Station Improvements 
• Support Letters needed 

o Gene Vinci to email all Council members request and sample letter 
o Councilwoman Ciannella to solicit support letters from Cardinale, 

Rooney and Vanderwalk. 
 

Councilwoman Levinson 
COUNCIL CONCERNS 

• Davies Field – 
o Since the lead testing proved favorable would the Borough consider 

removing the ordinance which prohibits food on the field 
 Borough Cannot – that was done as a manufacturer’s 

recommendation 
• Recreation Committee –  

o Would like blinds in the Community Center for “movie night” 
o PKRG will be lending them black cloths to block the windows temporarily 

• Motion Sensor Lights- 
o Could they be added to rooms in the Borough Hall to conserve energy? 
o Gene Vinci stated that they are being installed in the Train Station 

• Open Space Tax –  
o Can the money be used for drainage improvements at the kiddie pool 

 Cost is approximately $4000 (original estimate $2300 and they 
were going to do it) 

o Gene Vinci said to make a list and he will check with the county 
o ADA Grant received the Pool Commission wants to return ($40,000) 
o Pool Commission does not want to spend their matching share of the 

CDBG Grant 
 



Revised 5/12/08 
 

 They are not willing to spend the additional money needed to 
improve the bathrooms 

 They understand the estimate is Approximately $90,000 per 
bathroom 

 Cost estimate submitted as part of the Grant Application 
 

o John D’Anton recommended that he and the Mayor sit down with the 
Pool Commission and invited Councilwoman Levinson to join them. 

 
Councilwoman Ciannella- 

• Shade Tree Committee- 
o The Tree Ordinance that they have been working on has been distributed 

for all to review.  
 Councilman Wells asked that everyone read it carefully.  
 They have been coordinating their efforts with the Vision Plan 

Committee. 
o The Committee would like to see the establishment of a Shade Tree 

Commission 
o Councilwoman Ciannella and Jim Hespe attended a training seminar.   
o They would like to have an opportunity to speak at a work session in 

May. 
• Open Space Committee- 

o Met with Bill Koenig about a week ago. 
o Would like to see some of the Open Space money used for Veteran’s 

Park 
o Wanted to introduce that concept to the Council and could provide 

something in writing 
o Council would like to see something in writing so that Gene Vinci can 

check with the county 
o Bill Koenig also put together 5 possible scenarios for the Mill Pond – 

handout distributed 
 This was discussed at an Open Space Committee meeting 
 Possible cost savings to the town 
 Offered to come to a meeting of the Mayor and Council to discuss 

further 
 The Mayor asked if the potential mosquito problem was addressed 
 Councilman Brouwer asked if we knew what the EPA would allow 
 Councilwoman Ciannella stated we do not know 

• We do know there will be DEP concerns 
 Councilman Brouwer suggested that Bill Koenig check to see 

what the problems may or may not be with the EPA and/or 
DEP. 

• Council discussion on the obligation to repair the dam.   
• John D’Anton stated that this needs to be thought through and a list of items to be 

addressed 



Revised 5/12/08 
 

• Gene Vinci to call Don Norbut at T & M to see if any of the options are 
feasible. 

 
Councilman Brouwer- 
 Wants to get together to start the process of Goals and Objectives 
 Mayor Ruschman stated that he has the Committee list and he could do it this 

evening if they want 
 All present in favor 

o Goals & Objectives – Council members Ciannella and Levinson 
o Shared Services – Council members Henning and Brouwer 
o Negotiations – Council members Maughan and Brouwer 
o Uses of the Post Office Property – Council members Wells and 

Henning 
 
Councilman Wells –  

• Concerns that need to be thought through and looked at; primarily with the Vision 
Plan Committee 

o Board of Adjustment denied a housing application for 8 units at the corner 
of Hawthorne and Madison Avenues 
 It was a good, well thought out application 
 It would have required a number of variances 
 The concept fits in with the Vision Plan Committee’s plan for the 

downtown area 
 It may have worked with modification, but now that it has been 

denied they cannot come back before the Board without a 
significant change in the plans 

o Councilman Wells is going to ask that the Vision Plan Committee receive 
copies of applications.  

o The Board of Adjustment should be in a position to keep the Vision Plan 
Committee aware of the applications they are receiving. 

 
• Councilman Wells asked the clerk to distribute copies of the Board of 

Adjustment minutes of the February 19, 2008 meeting. 
 
Work Session adjourned at 10:40 pm. 
  
  
 
 
 
 


