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Municipal Building 
Park Ridge, NJ 
December 8, 2009 

 
 

A regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge was called to order at 
the above time, date and place .  Mayor Ruschman led those attending in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:    Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, 
                     Council President Wells, Mayor Ruschman 
Absent:     Councilmember Maughan 
Also Present:    Robert Mancinelli, Esq., Borough Attorney 
                              Helene Fall, Borough Administrator 
    Kelley O’Donnell, Borough Clerk 

Mayor Ruschman read the Compliance Statement as required by Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 
1975, Chapter 231. 
 
SUSPEND REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS: 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to suspend the regular order of business for presentation of 
commendations. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Viola to 
confirm to suspend the Regular Order of Business for presentation of certificates to the Girl 
Scouts in recognition of their Bronze and Silver Award Achievements. 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President 
   Wells 

Mayor Ruschman invited the Scout Leaders to join him in presenting the Certificates. 

   BRONZE AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 
   London Armstrong  Grace Belthoff  Olivia Contratto 
   Taylor Gallagher  Kristen Grabbe  Dani Monocky 
   Reilly Neville   Briana Perez  Lauren Porres 
   Sadiya Ramos   Jackie Rogers  Kyle Sacchi 
   Daniella Tedino  Kaitlyn Tomasiewicz Janine Warner 
                            Jackie Yapaola 
          FIRST SILVER AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 
   Lauren Witney   Alexandra Conant Zoe Hane 
 
SWEARING IN OF POLICE SERGEANT 
               Edward T. Visich, Jr. 
Mayor Ruschman said that he had been given the honor of swearing in a new Honorary Sergeant 
in the Police Force.  He said he had been with the force for a long time and was retiring at the 
end of the year.  Mayor Ruschman also offered his condolences on the very recent loss of Mr. 
Visich’s father. 

 Edward T. Visich, Jr. came forward and was sworn in by Mayor Ruschman. 
 Chief Madden stated that Ed had been with the department for over 25 years and was 
very pleased that he had made sergeant.  He said he had a reputation for being meticulous, for 
doing a very thorough job and was a credit to the department and represented them well.  Chief 
Madden said that Ed would probably be remembered most, with the exception of his love of his 
motorcycle, for his work as liaison with the Police Reserves. 
 Sergeant Visich thanked everyone for their kind words. 

Mayor Ruschman called for a five minutes recess at this time.   (8:39pm) 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION: 
 
       Chief Madden and Lt. Rampolla 
 
          Mayor Ruschman stated that Chief Madden and Lt. Rampolla were present this evening to 
make their quarterly report. 

Chief Madden thanked the Mayor and Council for their continued support and recognized 
Police Commissioner Gerry Maughan for his guidance and professionalism during a very tough 
year. 
 The Chief said the year had begun with an injury to one of the officers who still was not 
back and then two other officers and one supervisor went down with injuries, which lasted 
several months.  He said they also had a personnel issue, which still had not been resolved, 
which took away another critical management position.  He then recognized the borough 
attorney for being a consummate professional during this personnel issue and that both he and Lt. 
Rampolla very much appreciated his work. 
           Chief Madden said many of the men worked out of rank and assignment to help the 
department through this very tough time.  He said the supervisory staff took on additional 
responsibilities and worked countless additional hours taking many hours away from their 
families and all without complaint. 
            The Chief recognized all of his supervisory staff for their efforts but singled out Lt. Joe 
Rampolla, who has singlehandedly taken on numerous extra assignments and jobs normally 
reserved for a captain and a lieutenant and handled them flawlessly. 
             Chief Madden said there had been an increase in criminal activity because of the poor 
economy and the added stress it places on individuals and families.  He said the increase had 
been in several categories…domestic violence incidents, DWI arrests, burglaries all showed 
significant increases.  Cases of identity theft increased from 10 last year to 40 this year. 
              Chief Madden explained that he always felt goal setting was a major management tool 
for improved performance and Lt. Rampolla will discuss some of the improvements, however 
the Chief said, one of his goals was always ways to interact effectively with the residents and this 
was an area that was recognized as needing improvement.  To that end, he said, he would point 
to the new and improved web site of which the department is very proud.  Also, he said the 
National Night Out, which was a major success as was the liaisons created with the Golden Age 
group, Boy Scouts, Handicapped Housing and the Board of Education. 
              Chief Madden said he wanted to discuss some of the goals for 2010 and that he had sent 
to the police commission and borough attorney some examples of outdated policies and 
regulations that have lain dormant in the department.  He said they would continue to update 
their standard operating procedures for 2010 and hoped to begin the state accreditation process 
for the department sometime in 2011.  He said that combining with the Board of Education and 
Municipal Alliance they hoped to create some type of junior police academy program for the 5,6 
and 7th grade students and that they had been a huge success in neighboring communities. 

         Lt. Rampolla said he wanted to thank the Mayor and Council for all their support and 
that they had been able to use the funds in the past year’s budget to do a lot of different things.  
He said he just wanted to highlight some of the things accomplished this year and also welcome 
Helene Fall and that they were very excited to have her as borough administrator. He, too, 
wanted to thank the Borough Attorney, Rob Mancinelli for the outstanding job he has done and 
said the residents of Park Ridge really benefit from his services. 
              Lt. Rampolla said when the chief became the chief this year, they looked at their 
mission statement and revamped it, which set the ball in motion as to what they are trying to 
accomplish this year.  He said they not only redefined the mission statement but the values of 
what we wanted to instill in our officers.  He said with the many new officers that are coming 
through the ranks as a result of officers retiring, this becomes pivotal to define what the mission 
is and what the goals are. 
                Lt. Rampolla said the mission statement pretty much focuses on professionalism, pride, 
commitment and excellence in police services.  He said when they start looking at core values it 
really comes down to professionalism and integrity and working together as a team. 
                   He said, with that in mind they looked at how they would evaluate the police officers 
and to do it in a way that was very effective and very fair.  Lt. Rampolla said with many police 
departments the officers just get a fair grade and it is a grey area when it comes time for 
promotions.  He said with the evaluations that were revamped, they focused on officer attitudes, 
self-initiative, leadership qualities, decision making abilities and more importantly, how the 
officer gets along with the public. 
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                    Lt. Rampolla said he took the evaluation process which is a numbered evaluation 
process and every six months when they evaluate an officer they will numerically rank that 
officer amongst all the other officers.  He said that way they have a clear vision of which officers 
are ranking high, which officers are ranking low, what are the strength areas the officers have 
and begin to identify the future leaders. 
                    He said they are also working on a productivity system so they can show clearly 
what they are doing and being as transparent as possible as a police department.  The Attorney 
General prohibits telling officers they have to write X amount of summonses so a productivity 
system has been created that focuses on a large group of things, from issuance of warnings, 
finding business doors open, writing summonses, making DWI arrests, and criminal arrests.  
These and other criteria are what we use to measure our officers.  He said with their new 
computer system every minute of the officer’s day is logged. 
                     Lt. Rampolla said another item instituted were monthly reports by the supervisors 
listing a whole host of things including officers calling in sick.  He said when you have a high 
sick time call-in from an officer it indicates you have a problem that has to be addressed.  Lt. 
Rampolla said they had four squads and they compare them against each other by color coding. 
                    Lt. Rampolla described a new system called Power DMS, which he said the borough 
was going to look into a little more.  He said everything is digitally tracked, such as policies and 
under Power DMS an officer can digitally read and sign the document with a password and user 
name.  He said they are doing this as a way to test whether an officer is retaining the knowledge 
of what he read.  He said this protects the officer, the police department and the citizens since 
you are sure the officers know what they are doing. 
                    He said the other computer upgrade is their CADD system which not only 
dispatches calls but also is a report writing mechanism and again is digital.  He said in getting 
back to their mission statement, they wanted to use all the cutting edge technology available to 
make the police department as effective as possible.  He said communications with Ridgewood 
had improved and Ridgewood can now see the front door of the police department and determine 
who is standing there.  And lastly, Lt. Rampolla said, they have been using Swift Reach to get 
the word out to the public of things they should know of. 

              Mayor Ruschman congratulated both the Lt. and the Chief on the great presentation 
of a very comprehensive report on the year’s activity. 
                    Chief Madden thanked the Mayor and Council for the completion of their contracts 
and that they looked forward to providing great service for the next three years. 

George Heller, 80 Second Street concurred that the presentations were excellent and 
wondered if the department could use more resources than were budgeted to engage in crime 
prevention.  He said that crime is very costly to the borough and its residents.  He also said he 
thought the community policing was excellent. 
                     Chief Madden responded that it was more community policing and this year the 
governing body had provided him with a good sized community policing budget which enabled 
them to do a couple more things.  He said that next year, when they have their full staff they can 
probably work on a couple more things and will get out more information. 
 
AGENDA CHANGES: 
      None 

PUBLIC PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard on any matter. 

George Heller, 80 Second Street said he presumed from reading the resolution that the 
contract for the police had been renewed. 
           

Mayor Ruschman concurred and said they were waiting for the final product which is 
expected the following day. 
           

 Mr. Heller asked what the results were as to increases. 
           

 Mayor Ruschman said the figures start at 2009 for 3.9%, 2010 for 3.9%, 2011 for 3.75% 
and 2012 for 3.75% increases.  Mayor Ruschman said the police would be contributing toward 
their health benefits also…single, $20.00 per month; married $30 a month and family $40.00 per 
month. 
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           Mr. Heller asked about resolution #7 asked why Mr. Vinci and Mr. Coughlin received 
almost $10,000 for unemployment. 
  

Mr. Mancinelli said it was in compliance with the state law with respect to reimbursing 
the state unemployment benefits.  He said they received unemployment benefits because their 
employment was terminated. 
           

  Mr. Heller asked if they would be receiving additional unemployment funds. 
  

 Mr. Mancinelli responded whatever the state allows, currently they are permitted up to 
26 weeks and if they remain unemployed during that period of time, they are entitled to receive 
it. 
           

  Mayor Ruschman advised this had been reviewed by the state and the terms were 
dictated by the state as to what the outcome would be. 

           

  With respect to the other key item, Mr. Heller said he was dismayed to read in the 
Record about the finances of Park Ridge.  Mr. Heller asked Ms. Ennis about the political 
disclosure forms. 
              

Ms. Ennis, CFO, replied that each year political disclosure forms are filled out by any 
vendor who has been paid between $17,500 and the bid threshold.  It is automatically part of the 
bid package. 
              

Mr. Heller said only Pitney Bowes was listed. 
           

Ms. Ennis said the statement said they haven’t contributed more than $400.00. 
              

Mr. Heller asked about all the others listed in the article and Ms. Ennis responded. 
  

Councilmember Kane finished up with stating that it is a common practice when you 
know, as an auditor, that you are stepping out of engagement that you put enough down to 
properly give a good accounting of what was going on.  By the same token, now that we have a 
new auditor, he said, he will finally get a chance this year to go through and do a very thorough 
auditor.  So, he said, on the way in and on the way out you get a “whole lot of noise”. 
  

Mr. Heller said he took Councilmember Kane’s point and that what he was trying to say, 
is that just because an auditor says something it doesn’t necessarily mean it is something 
substantive. 
 
 Michael Mintz, 66 Third Street came forward stating that at the last Mayor & Council 
meeting there was some talk about the Park Ridge television station and the airing of what was to 
be a debate.  He said he would ask the council not to make any decisions about PKRG because 
that is the only media outlet in town and it actually was done correctly.  He said we should really 
have more media coverage of our election so people are informed on both sides of the aisle as we 
go forward.  He hoped that the council would not limit things. 

 

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION 

Ordinance 2009-24 – Amending Chapter II, Administrative Organization, Article IV, 
Appointive Officials of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge. 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to introduce on first reading by title Ordinance 2009-24, An 
Ordinance Amending Chapter II, Administrative Organization, Article IV, Appointive Officials 
of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
confirm.  
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AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells 

Mayor Ruschman asks the Borough Clerk to read the ordinance by title: 

Ordinance 2009-24 – Amending Chapter II, Administrative Organization, Article IV, 
Appointive Officials of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge. 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
ORDINANCE NO. 2009-24 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II; ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION, 

ARTICLE IV; APPOINTIVE OFFICIALS,  
  OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE, NEW JERSEY 

 
 WHEREAS, the positions of the Municipal Clerk, Tax Collector, Municipal Treasurer and Public Utilities 
Superintendent/Road Superintendent of the Borough of Park Ridge, have been established pursuant to Chapter II; 
Administrative Organization, Article IV; Appointive Officials,  
of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has recommended certain changes to the ordinance requirements for the 

Municipal Clerk, Tax Collector, Municipal Treasurer and Public Utilities Superintendent/Road Superintendent of the 

Borough of Park Ridge which it believes will be in the best interest of the Borough and its citizens; 

 NOW, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, in the County of Bergen 
and State of New Jersey that Chapter II; Administrative Organization, Article IV; Appointive Officials, of the Code of 
the Borough of Park Ridge be and is hereby amended as follows: 

SECTION ONE: 

Chapter II; Administrative Organization, Article IV; Appointive Officials, Chapter 2-22 (F) shall be 
amended to provide for subsection (5) as follows: 

F. (5) The Municipal Clerk shall be reviewed annually by the Personnel Committee in 
November and its performance evaluation report shall be presented to the Mayor and Council and privately 
to the Municipal Clerk by the Council President. 

 SECTION TWO:  

Chapter II; Administrative Organization, Article IV; Appointive Officials, Chapter 2-22.1 (B) shall be 
amended to provide for subsection (5) as follows: 

B. (5) The Tax Collector shall be reviewed annually by the Personnel Committee in November 
and its performance evaluation report shall be presented to the Mayor and Council and privately to the Tax 
Collector by the Council President. 

 SECTION THREE: 

Chapter II; Administrative Organization, Article IV; Appointive Officials, Chapter 2-25 shall be amended 
to provide for section (C) as follows: 

C. The Municipal Treasurer shall be reviewed annually by the Personnel Committee in November 
and its performance evaluation report shall be presented to the Mayor and Council and privately to the 
Municipal Treasurer by the Council President. 

 SECTION FOUR: 

 Chapter II; Administrative Organization, Article IV; Appointive Officials, Chapter 2-27 (B) shall be 
amended to provide for subsection (3) as follows: 

B. (3). The Public Utilities Superintendent/Road Superintendent shall be reviewed annually and a 
performance evaluation report will be presented by the Advisory Council-Board of Public Works in the 
Department of Public Works and Public Utilities. 

 SECTION FIVE: 

 All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
inconsistency only. 

 

 SECTION SIX: If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be adjudged 

invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision and the 

remainder of this ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 
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 SECTION SEVEN: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately following final passage, adoption and 
publication as provided by law. 

 

Mayor Ruschman asks the Borough Attorney to give a brief description of this ordinance. 

Mr. Mancinelli said the ordinance was being driven as a result of the lengthy process the 
governing body went through as a result of its creation of the ordinance and as a result of that, 
specifically with regard to performance evaluation reviews and reports, this ordinance amends 
our existing ordinance to provide for annual reviews for our municipal clerk, our tax collector, 
our municipal treasurer and our public utilities superintendents. 

 

 

Councilmember Levinson said she would like to take out the word November so that the 
performance evaluations can be done prior to the Council setting the raises. 

Mayor Ruschman said we do have the time to change so we can talk about it. 

George Heller, 80 Second Street asks if this replaces an existing ordinance or is this new. 

Mr. Mancinelli replied it was additional language.  He said presently the ordinance provides for 
these four positions and this is a new specific item in those existing ordinances to address the 
annual performance reviews.  He said this is not changing anything that exists. 
Motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
confirm to pass this ordinance on first reading by title and that it be published in full in the 
Ridgewood News with Public Hearing to be held on December 22, 2009. 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

 
  Ordinance No. 2009 – 25 – Amending Chapter 64, Garbage, Rubbish, Trash, 
of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge. 
Motion made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
confirm to introduce on first reading by title Ordinance No. 2009-25, an Ordinance amending 
Chapter 64 – Garbage, Rubbish and Trash of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge. 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

Borough Clerk read the ordinance by title. 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
ORDINANCE NO. 2009-25 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 64; GARBAGE, RUBBISH AND TRASH, OF 

THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE, NEW JERSEY 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 2009-03, adopted on  May 12, 2009, 2009, the Mayor and Council 

adopted certain changes to Chapter 64, Garbage, Rubbish and Trash, of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge in 

accordance with certain mandates received from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) and 

the Bergen County Utility Authority (BCUA); and 

 WHEREAS, subsequent to the adoption of the aforesaid Ordinance 2009-03, the BCUA has notified the 

Borough that the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) recently enacted regulations to improve compliance and 

transportation safety regarding classification, packaging, marking, labeling, documentation and transportation of spent 

batteries in commerce; and  

 WHEREAS, the BCUA has enacted immediate changes in how it collects bulk shipment of batteries from 

municipalities as a result of the aforesaid DOT regulations and has imposed a mandatory deadline of January 1, 2010 for 

municipalities within its jurisdiction to amend its current recycling ordinances to reflect these new requirements;    

 NOW, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, in the County of Bergen 

and State of New Jersey that Chapters 97  of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge be and is hereby amended as 

follows: 
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 SECTION ONE. 

§ 64-10.  Definitions shall be amended as follows: 

BATTERIES, HOUSEHOLD 

Commercial alkaline, zinc and lithium types in AAA, AA, C, D, 9-volt and lantern size; Nickel 
cadmium and sealed lead acid. Also available in common cell sizes AAA, AA, C, D and 9-volt; 
button cells; silver oxide, lithium, zinc air and alkaline-manganese.  

[Added 12-13-1994 by Ord. No. 94-986, amended 05-12-09 by Ord. No. 2009-03] 

BATTERIES, RECHARGEABLE 

Nickel cadmium , small sealed lead acid, lithium ion, nickel metal hydride, silver oxide and 
lithium button cell.  Rechargeable batteries can be found in cordless power tools, cellular and 
cordless phones, laptop computers, digital cameras, two-way radios, camcorders and remote 
control toys.   

 SECTION TWO. 

§ 64-12(B).  Separation and collection of recyclables for one- to four-family homes shall be amended as 

follows:   

B. Designation of recyclable materials.   

(1) Mandatory. The following are identified as mandatory recyclable materials:   

(a)  Aluminum cans. 

(b)  Glass containers. 

(c)  Leaves. 

(d)  Grass. 

(e)  Newspapers/magazines. 

(f)  Ferrous scrap. 

(g)  White goods. 

(h)  Plastic containers. 

(i)  PET beverage containers. 

(j)  Bimetal (tin) cans. 

(k)  Batteries, lead acid. 

(l)   Automotive waste oil. 

(m)  Yard waste. 

(n)  Rechargeable batteries.  

  SECTION THREE. 

§ 64-12(C).  Separation, collection and disposal methods of designated recyclable materials shall be 
amended as follows:  

C. Placement of materials.   

(9)   Rechargeable batteries shall be separated and be individually packaged or taped at the terminal 
ends. They shall be separated and disposed of in the receptacle provided at the Municipal Recycling 
Center or at participating retail locations including the Radio shack, Best Buys, Staples, Target, Lowes, 
Home Depot, Sears, Wall-Mart and Verizon Wireless. To find a retail collection site use the collection 
site locator at www.call2recycle.org or call the consumer helpline, 1-877-2-RECYCLE. 

 

 SECTION FOUR: All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are 
hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency only. 

  

 SECTION FIVE: If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this ordinance 
shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision, 
clause or provision and the remainder of this ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 
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 SECTION SIX: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately following final passage, adoption and 
publication as provided by law. 

 

Mayor Ruschman asks the Mr. Mancinelli, Borough Attorney to give a brief description of this 
ordinance. 
 
Mr. Mancinelli said the ordinance was adopted in May according to the B.C.U.A. and State 
D.E.P. regulations and subsequent to the passing, we recently received notice from the B.C.U.A. 
that the Department of Transportation has enacted new regulations and that the ordinance must 
be amended so the new regulations are in the ordinance no later than January 1, 2010. 

Motion made by Councilmember Viola and seconded by Councilmember Levinson to conform 
to pass this Ordinance on first reading by title and that it be published in full in the Ridgewood 
News with notice of Public Hearing on December 22, 2009. 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 
 
                Ordinance No. 2009-26, Amending Chapter 97 – Vehicles and Traffic, of the Code 
of the Borough of Park Ridge 
Motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
confirm to introduce on first reading by title Ordinance No. 2009-26, An Ordinance amending 
Chapter 97 – Vehicles and Traffic of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge. 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

Borough Clerk read the ordinance by title. 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
ORDINANCE NO. 2009-26 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 97- VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC OF THE 

CODE OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE, NEW JERSEY 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 2009-17 , adopted on  August 11, 2009, the Mayor and Council adopted 

certain changes to the parking restrictions within the Borough of Park Ridge in accordance with recommendations made 

by the Police Department; and 

 WHEREAS, subsequent to the adoption of the aforesaid Ordinance 2009-17, the Police Department 

recommended an  additional change to the parking restrictions within the Borough of Park Ridge;   

 NOW, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, in the County of Bergen 

and State of New Jersey that Chapters 97  of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge be and is hereby amended as 

follows: 

 

SECTION ONE: § 97-34.  Schedule IV: Time Limit Parking shall be amended as follows: 

 

In accordance with the provisions of § 97-9, no person shall park a vehicle for longer than the time limit shown upon 
any of the following streets or parts of streets:  

 

Name of    Side    Hours    Maximum    Location      

Street     Time 

 

Broadway West 6:00 a.m. to 1 hour  from the  westerly    
   2:00 a.m.   curbline of Park Avenue  

and Broadway to a point  

218 feet west thereof 
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SECTION TWO: All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this  

Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency only. 

  

SECTION THREE: If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of  

this Ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the  

section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision and the remainder of this  

Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 

SECTION FOUR: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately following final  

passage, adoption and publication as provided by law. 

 

Mayor Ruschman asks Mr. Mancinelli, Borough Attorney to give a brief description of this 
ordinance. 
 
Mr. Mancinelli explained this corrected a previously adopted ordinance where a word was 
missing in the schedule of limitations, with respect to the Broadway restrictions and this 
amendment includes the word Park as in Park Avenue. 

Motion made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
confirm to pass this Ordinance on first reading by title and that it be published in full in The 
Ridgewood News with notice of Public Hearing on December 22, 2009. 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Mayor Ruschman stated that under the resolution for the Payment of Bills Councilmember 
Ciannella would abstain from voting on the payment to Jacobsen Landscaping and 
Councilmember Levinson will abstain from voting on the Authorize Unemployment Claims 
Reimbursement Resolution.  

Motion made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to accept 
the Consent Agenda with the abstentions so noted. 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Violas, Council President Wells 

RESOLUTIONS: 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-299 

 

PROMOTION OF EDWARD THEODORE VISICH JR. TO POLICE SERGEANT 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Edward Theodore Visich Jr., was appointed as Police Officer with the Borough of Park Ridge 
Police Department effective April 2, 1984; and 
 
 WHEREAS, prior to joining the Park Ridge Police Department as a sworn law enforcement officer, he was 
a member of the Borough of Park Ridge’s Police Reserves in which he attained the rank of Sergeant; and 
 

WHEREAS, during the course of his employment with the Borough of Park Ridge Police Department, 
Police Officer Visich has served both the Department and the community with distinction as an  active member of 
the Park Ridge Police Department’s Juvenile Bureau, Detective Bureau and has been in charge of the Photo Bureau 
for most of his career; and 

 
WHEREAS, Police Officer Visich has been the Park Ridge Police Department’s Liaison to the Park Ridge 

Police Reserves for most of his career, has done an outstanding job as liaison and has helped foster and maintain a 
great relationship between the Police Department and the Police Reserves; and 
  
 WHEREAS, Police Officer Visich has announced his retirement from the Borough of Park Ridge’s Police 
Department effective January 1, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Park Ridge wishes to recognize Police Officer 
Visich’s service to Police Department and community and has determined to promote him for the period December 
1, 2009 through and including December 31, 2009, at his current annual salary as of November 30, 2009, to the 
position of Honorary Police Sergeant with the Borough of Park Ridge Police Department. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Park Ridge does 
hereby authorize the promotion of Police Officer Visich to the position of Honorary Police Sergeant as hereinbefore 
described. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Park Ridge that heartfelt 
congratulations are extended to Honorary Police Sergeant Visich on the occasion of his promotion. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Park Ridge that best wishes 
are extended to Honorary Police Sergeant Visich on the occasion of his retirement from the Park Ridge Police 
Department. 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-300 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO RENEW PBA CONTRACT 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge and the Park Ridge Police Department Employees Association 
(“Association”) have been operating without a current employment agreement since January 1, 2009; and 

 

 WHEREAS, direct negotiations between the Borough and the Association did not result in an agreement; 
and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Association’s parent organization, PBA Local No. 206, sought to proceed to compulsory 
interest arbitration in the belief that the police could obtain greater benefits in that forum; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a subsequent negotiations settlement agreement was reached with PBA negotiators and 
agreed to by the Association; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough and the Association have drafted a new collective negotiations agreement; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed the draft of the new agreement covering the period of 
2009 through 2012; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby authorizes Mayor Donald Ruschman 
to execute the new agreement on behalf of the Borough; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of said agreement executed by the Mayor and the 
representatives of the Association be filed permanently with the Borough Clerk. 

--------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-301 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT UNIFORM MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE 

 

         WHEREAS, by collective bargaining agreement, members of the Park Ridge Police Department are entitled 
to annual uniform maintenance allowances of $925.00 per member; and 

 

          WHEREAS, the agreement stipulates that $475 is payable the first payroll of June, and the balance of $450 is 
payable the first payroll of December following the approval of this resolution; and 

 

          WHEREAS, appropriations for such expenditures are included in the 2009 Municipal Budget under Police 
Department, Uniforms 9-01-25-240-000-013; 
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           NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
the following members of the Park Ridge Police Department are entitled to the first installment of said uniform 
maintenance allowances of Four Hundred Fifty Dollars ($450.00): 

 

Lieutenant Joseph Rampolla 

Sergeant Nicholas Errico 

Sergeant Peter Mauro 

Sergeant Anthony DiBlasi 

Police Officers:  

 Edward Visich 

 Charles Barthel 

 Paul Marchese 

 Scott Laughton 

 Scott Malloy 

 Gregory Stalb 

 James M. Babcock 

 Matthew Eitner 

Michael G. Babcock 

Christopher Puglis 

Daniel Hoffman 

Todd Stowe 

 

           BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Treasurer be and she is hereby authorized to make said payments 
according to the aforementioned schedule and to charge said allowances against departmental charge 9-01-25-240-
000-013. 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-302 

AUTHORIZE PART TIME/ CASUAL LABOR 

 WHEREAS, the Electric and Water Departments are in need of Casual Labor employees during the winter 
school break, concluding January 31, 2010; and 

 WHEREAS, the Director of Operations has recommended the following people be hired as casual 
laborers;  

Water and Electric Departments: 

Dan Kreisler, 71 Midland Avenue, Park Ridge  $ 8.50/hr 

Craig Schnellbacher, 75 Fremont Avenue, Park Ridge $ 9.00/hr 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
it recommends to the Board of Public Works that said employees be hired as casual laborers.   

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-303 

 

AUTHORIZE RELEASE OF BOND 

 

WHEREAS, Wai Yip International Corp., 83 Broadway, known as Lot 7 in Block 1902, on the tax map 
of the Borough of park Ridge, has posted a cash escrow in the amount of $5,000.00 for Landscaping and a Gate for 
the Trash Enclosure; and  

 

WHEREAS, applicant has requested a return of her cash escrow; and  

 

WHEREAS, the members of the Zoning Board of Adjustment have reviewed and inspected the site at 
various times during 2009; and  
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WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment have unanimously agreed to accept the trash enclosure gate 
as constructed and the landscaping as planted; and  

 

WHEREAS, applicant has outstanding vouchers owed to the board professionals in the amount of 
$1,513.75; and  

 

WHEREAS, applicant has submitted in writing a letter dated November 4, 2009, granting permission to 
deduct the amount owing $1,513.75 from the cash escrow of $5,000.00 on deposit; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment has recommended to the Mayor and Council that the 
remaining cash escrow of $3,486.25 be returned to Wai Yip International Corp. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
the remaining cash escrow of $3,486.25 be released to Wai Yip International Corp. 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-304 

 

AUTHORIZE REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND 

WHEREAS, 37 PARK AVENUE, LLC, 37 Park Avenue, known as Lot 4 of Block 1505, on the Tax Map 
of the Borough of Park Ridge, has posted a cash Performance Bond in the amount of $96,660.00; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Cash Performance Bond was reduced to $80,910.00 in October 2009; and  

 

WHEREAS, applicant has requested their Cash Performance Bond be further reduced; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has reviewed and inspected the site; and submitted a report dated 
November 17, 2009, a copy of which is attached; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has recommended that the Cash Performance Bond be further reduced 
by $6,000.00 for the installation of street lighting; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board has recommended to the Mayor and Council that the Cash Performance 
Bond be reduced to $74,910.00. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
the Cash Performance Bond be further reduced by $6,000.00 for the installation of street lighting, leaving a balance 
of $74,910.00. 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-305 

 

AUTHORIZE UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIM REIMBURSEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, beginning in 1978 municipalities were required to set aside funds to reimburse the State of 
New Jersey for unemployment benefits paid to former employees or part time employees of that municipality; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Division of Unemployment and Disability Insurance of New Jersey Department of Labor 
and Industry had submitted a bill in the amount of $19,071.10 as the borough share of unemployment claims made 
during the 3rd quarter of 2009; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the borough’s portion of said claim by employees is as follows: 
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EMPLOYEE POSITION   PERIOD COVERED      AMOUNT 

Joseph Felice Crossing Guard 09/05/09 $1,903.00 

Robert Muller Crossing Guard 09/05/09 $2,130.00 

Nicki Ariza Crossing Guard 09/05/09 $2,080.10 

Lance Villa Crossing Guard 09/05/09 $1,842.00 

Linda Strabone  Crossing Guard 09/05/09 $963.00 

Cheryl Neumann Crossing Guard 08/29/09 $1,393.00 

Craig Coughlin Police Captain 09/19/09 $5,256.00 

Gene Vinci Borough Admin. 09/26/09 $3,504.00 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
the Borough Treasurer be and she is hereby authorized and directed to make said payment to the New Jersey 
Division of Unemployment and Disability Insurance. 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-306 

 

TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS 

 

            WHEREAS, certain 2009 Budget Appropriations are in excess of requirements; and 

 

 WHEREAS, other 2009 Budget Appropriations are insufficient to pay expenditures contracted before the end of  

the fiscal year and are payable at this time. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the following 
appropriations transfers be made: 

 

             From      To 

   Current Fund 

   Shade Tree-O/E  11,000  Municipal Clerk-S&W 12,300  

   Zoning Officer-O/E    6,000  Tax Assessment-S&W   1,600 

   W.C. Liability Insurance-O/E 20,000  Road Dept.-S&W  20,000 

   Finance – O/E     4,000  Mun.Svcs-Kelley Act   8,500 

   Vehicle Maintenance-O/E 10,000  Vehicle Maint-S&W   4,600 

   Recreation-O/E     5,000  Beautification     1,000 

   Municipal Clerk-O/E    3,000  Tri-Boro-O/E    9,500 

   Employee Insurance-O/E   3,000  Senior Citizen-O/E   3,000 

   Fire Prevention-O/E    2,000  Buildings & Grounds-O/E   5,000 

   Electricity     5,000  Engineering    6,500 

   Gas      6,000  Recycling                10,000 

   Roads-O/E     5,000   

   Uniform Construction – S/W   2,000 

    

Total    82,000     82,000 

--------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-307 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 
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BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the following approved 

bills in the sum of $3,839,905.32  be paid; and that the Mayor, Clerk and Chief Financial Officer are hereby 

authorized and directed to issue warrants in payment of same. 
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16 Minutes of the Mayor and Council Meeting   December 8, 2009 
 

 

REPORTS OF GOVERNING BODY: 
Councilmember Viola: pool commission completed successful season, increased their 
membership and were working on the ADA bathroom improvements; fire house façade nearing 
completion and Director of Ops reports it is working well and considerably under budget; 
progress is being made on the elevator shaft; suggested looking at the Waste & Recycling 
organization again in terms of the greening of Park Ridge. 
Councilmember Levinson:  agreed that the Sustainability Committee would be perfect to join in 
with Waster & Recycling; DARE winners, Kindergarten Ashley McManus from East Brook; 1st 
2nd grade Alexis Von der Lieth from East Brook; 3rd & 4th grade Keith Sacco from West Ridge; 
5th & 6th grade were tied, Alyssa Glenn from West Ridge and Justin DeMarco from East Brook; 
she welcomed Helene Fall; she urged all to enter the PKRG-TV Holiday Lights contest; wished 
everyone Happy Holidays. 
Council President Wells:  Chamber of Commerce will soon decorate 25 poles in town with 
banners and will announce sale of those banners; planning board hearings complete for 
comprehensive Master Plan. 
Councilmember Ciannella:  most leaves are picked up; solar panels on utility garage well under 
way; snow plows are ready for the season; thanked the electrical department for their work in 
putting up the holiday decorations and thanked her Downtown Beautification Committee for all 
their work. 
Councilmember Kane: technology committee continues working at trying to leverage the web 
site; email distribution lists on the front page and you can sign up; Board of Health will conduct 
first animal canvas, in 15 years, as a 2010 spring initiative. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Mayor Ruschman asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council meetings 
as follows: 

Public Hearing minutes – dated August 11, 2009 
Councilmember Viola to abstain 

Public Hearing minutes – dated August 25, 2009 
Council President Wells, Councilmembers Ciannella, Maughan to abstain 

Public Hearing minutes – dated September 22, 2009 
Councilmember Maughan to abstain 

Closed and Work minutes – dated November 10, 2009 

Closed and Work minutes – dated November 24, 2009 
Council President Wells to abstain 

Motion made by Councilmember Ciannella and seconded by Council President Wells. 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wels 
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ADJOURN: 
Mayor Ruschman reiterated Councilmember Levinson’s extension of Holiday Greetings. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
adjourn the regular Mayor and Council meeting. 

Motion carried unanimously.   

          
Meeting adjourned at 9:55p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kelley R. O’Donnell, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


