
Approved December 8, 2009 
                                                                                                          Municipal Building 

                      Park Ridge, NJ 
                   September 22, 2009 -8:15 pm 

 
 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge was called to order 
at the above time, date and place.  Mayor Ruschman led those attending in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

 
Present: Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council 

President Wells, Mayor Ruschman and Councilmember Maughan 
on the telephone 

  Absent: Councilmember Maughan 
  Also Present: Robert Mancinelli, Esq., Borough Attorney 
    Kelley O’Donnell, Borough Clerk 
 
Mayor Ruschman Reads Compliance Statement, as required by Open Public Meeting Act,  
P. L. 1975, Chapter 231. 
 
SUSPEND REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS: 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to suspend the regular order to business for the presentation 
of Certificates of Recognition to the 7th/8th Grade Girls Softball Team. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
confirm. 

 AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

    

CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION 
7th/8th Grade Girls Softball Team – Park Ridge Lady Aviators – 

14-0 Undefeated 2009 Season 

  Carly Bargmann   Samantha Bargmann 
  Lindsay Beer    Jessica Davies 
  Danielle DiMeo   Melissa Dulberg 
  Amanda Fellowes   Lauren Kaley 
  Jenna Lupardo    Jaci Mital 
  Ally Raspanti    Victoria Romano 
  Lauren Saxenian   Kristen Sherlock 
           

Martin Dulberg, Coach 
        Laura Beer, Assistant Coach 
 Paul Kaley, Assistant Coach 
            Ron Romano, Assistant Coach 
            Steve Saxenian, Assistant Coach 

Mayor Ruschman together with Coach Martin Dulberg and Assistant Coach Steve Saxenian  
called on the girls and presented them with their certificates. 
 

PROCLAMATION: 
 

Mayor Ruschman stated he had a proclamation to read: 

 
           Howard Vander Vliet – 50 Years of Service – P.R. Fire Department 
 
     WHEREAS, Howard H. Vander Vliet joined the Park Ridge Volunteer Fire Department in 
1959; and 
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WHEREAS, the year 2009 marks Mr. Vander Vliet’s 50th year with the Park Ridge 

Volunteer Fire Department; and 
      

WHEREAS, Mr. Vander Vliet has served faithfully over the past fifty years in numerous 
capacities within the Fire Department; and 
      

WHEREAS, in those capacities he has served as a Qualified Driver and Pump Operator, 
Lieutenant, Captain and Assistant Chief; and 
      

WHEREAS, in his capacity as a member of the Park Ridge Firemen’s Association he 
has served as Vice President and President; and 
      

WHEREAS, in 1973 he received the Tri-Boro Firemen’s John Doyle Cup Honorable 
Service Award; and 
      

WHEREAS, in 2000 he received the Rudolph Appeld Distinguished Service Award 
from the Pascack Valley Firemen’s Association; and 
      

WHEREAS, his accomplishments within the Fire Service have brought honor and 
recognition to himself and the Department; and 
      

WHEREAS, Mr. Vander Vliet’s 50 years of devoted service is an outstanding example 
of dedication for our young people to emulate; and 
      

WHEREAS, for all these reasons and many more, too numerous to enumerate, the 
Borough of Park Ridge would like to express its gratitude for and safeguarding of the residents 
and property of this Borough. 
      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Donald J. Ruschman, being duly 
sworn as Mayor of the Borough of Park Ridge, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, do 
hereby proclaim Saturday, October 10, 2009 as “Howard Vander Vliet Day” in the Borough of 
Park Ridge. 

 
 
AGENDA CHANGES:  
 
Borough Clerk advised the addition of the following resolutions under the Consent Agenda: 

 #7 Award of Contract for Renovations to Colony Field 

 #8 Award of Contract for Renovations to Park Ridge Fire House. 
 
PUBLIC PRIVILEGE TO THE FLOOR: 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard. 

George Heller, 80 Second Street asked for clarification on resolution #6 on the COAH decision 
and Easthampton. 

Mayor Ruschman explained that the Appellate Court had decided that even though the Borough 
of Easthampton had met its COAH requirements they still had to accept and consider 
applications for additional low and moderate units.  Mayor Ruschman said the resolution was 
asking the state legislators to pass legislation stating that once a municipality’s COAH obligation 
has been met they did not have to continue to approve and build low/moderate cost housing. 
 
Mr. Mancinelli further explained that the decision just about gave any developer a guaranteed 
approval under these circumstances by expanding the Municipal Land Use Law definition of 
what constitutes an “inherently beneficial use” to include development for affordable housing, 
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where in the past it had not been legislated that way.  
 
Mr. Heller said that earlier in the summer, when the planning consultant was present, she was  
talking about pathways on the east side of town and Mr. Heller asked for a progress report. 
 
Councilmember Ciannella said she was having an Open  Space Meeting tomorrow night and the 
planner would be discussing it.  Councilmember Ciannella said the borough had filed for a grant 
to do the trailway. 
 
Mr. Heller said that since the last time he was at a council meeting to address the parking in front 
of the new post office he was admonished by some friends and people that the language he had 
used was perhaps too harsh.  Mr. Heller said he might have dropped the whole issue but since the 
Community Life had quoted him, he felt that perhaps he should apologize. 
 

He said he had pursued the story because he felt safety was important and in the interests in 
protecting lives he felt it was very important to continue on and make sure that things would be 
made safer than they had been with respect to leaving the post office.  Mr. Heller said he felt 
things have improved. 

Mayor Ruschman said there was no reason for Mr. Heller to apologize because as a resident and 
tax payer in this borough, he has a right to say whatever he wants.  Mayor further said he had 
never found Mr. Heller to be disrespectful or “over the top”. 

Mr. Heller said he noticed that the ordinance for the Borough Administrator did not seem to be 
on the agenda this evening. 

Mayor Ruschman said it had been discussed this evening and was ready for either introduction or 
adoption at the next meeting. 

Councilmember Levinson said she appreciated the letter Mr. Heller had sent and some of his 
suggestions had been incorporated and others discussed at great length.  She said those changes 
will be reflected and advertised for final reading on October 13th. 
Mr. Heller said he appreciated hearing that since he felt there were some items in the ordinance 
that deserved rethinking.  Mr. Heller said he had some more thoughts and should he wait until 
the 13th when it is on the agenda or discuss them now. 

Mayor Ruschman said if he wanted to do it briefly so as to give them some more to think about, 
it would be alright. 

Mr. Heller said B5, the Borough Administrator shall be reviewed annually in November and a 
progress report will be presented by the Council President”.  He said he had commented on that 
previously and asked if it would be a progress report or performance report. 

Mayor said performance evaluation is the exact term. 

Mr. Heller said he was perplexed by the performance evaluation presented by the Council 
President. 

Mayor Ruschman asked the Council President Wells to address that issue. 

Council President Wells said the only change proposed is the word performance. The reason 
why it is deemed appropriate to have it conducted by the Council President and not by the 
Mayor, is that the Borough Administrator is an “at-will” employee serving the council so that it 
is felt that in order to remove the Mayor, who has daily interaction with the administrator, and to 
put the administrator in a position where he would be evaluated by the council, it would be best 
if it were done by the Council President, since the Council President is chosen by the council.  
He said it was felt that this would be the best way to review his performance. 

Mayor Ruschman said he would like to comment because one might ask how a mayor would feel 
about that.  My initial reaction was that it was taking some of the authority away from the post of 
the mayor but the mayor has a tendency, at least in my case, to get maybe too close to the 
Borough Administrator, where some of the things that are seen by others are not seen by him or 
me, in this case.  You end up defending the borough administrator where perhaps it needs a more 
objective view and when it was explained to me from that point of view, it made sense. 

Mr. Heller said it did not agree to that because you are tailoring a policy to personalities but I 
have no problem with the current Council President doing this.  I knew he is certainly very well 
qualified, in my opinion.  He said he was afraid of the tomorrows and who the future council 
presidents might be. 
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Council President Wells thanked Mr. Heller for the compliment but reminded him that he had 
just introduced personalities and it is just the title, “Council President”, who is chosen by the 
council and his responsibility is to serve at the will of the council and to represent the council. So  
when the Council President is put in that position in many ways he is reflecting the majority of 
the council.  Council President Wells said he felt it was very appropriate for the Council 
President to do that regardless of whose name it is. 
I respectfully disagree, responded Mr. Heller. 
One other aspect, Mr. Heller, said needed rehashing is why the job has been separated from 
Clerk/Administrator as it was previously under Chuck Gasior. 

Mayor Ruschman said many towns operate with two separate posts, although some towns do 
operate with the Borough Clerk/Administrator position.  He said it was addressed by the 
personnel committee when the resumes started to come in. 

Council President Wells said he felt this town required more effort than one person could put 
forth if they held both posts.  At the same time, we cast it the way we did to suggest more of a 
team effort and that the administrator would be more of a team leader and fully utilizing the 
capacities of the three full-timers that are part of the administrative team.  We may not need two 
full time people but there certainly is the need for more than one.  I think then, it is best served 
by a full-time financial person, a full-time Director of Operations and a full time clerk, people 
who are here all day long, full-time to serve the community. The person who would be part time 
would be the team leader who would oversee their efforts. 

I understand all that but I think part of my question, Mr. Heller said, was why we went from 
Chuck Gasior, who had both duties under him and in which everybody was satisfied and if that 
was possible with him, and I’m not sure if he was clerk as well when he first came here. 

Mayor Ruschman said he did not, he had Anne Krouse, a full-time borough clerk.  When she 
left, he said, that’s when Mr. Gasior picked up the clerk job. 

The schools have a referendum coming up next week, Mr. Heller said, and while he cannot 
comment on the leaking roofs and the need to replace boilers but the energy saving portion of the 
bond he has questions about.  He agrees, he stated, with the green part but he has some 
apprehension about experimenting with a project we don’t know much about with tax payer 
dollars whether it is New Jersey tax payer dollars or Park Ridge tax payer dollars.  The industry 
is in the beginning of its state and there is quite a bit of money going into this and our own 
Utility Board has seen the wisdom of this but they are doing a pilot program. 

The school has not distributed any information as yet and we do not know what their 
assumptions are.  I’m disappointed that there hasn’t been more communication between the 
Board of Education, the Borough and the Public Utility Board discussing this so everybody 
understands what is going on, Mr. Heller declared. 

Mr. Heller said he felt the school was jumping in too soon.  The program is in its infancy and 
costs are bound to go down with the coming years as all things in this stage of technological 
development are and I think members of the council feel this way and I think members of the 
Public Utility Board feel this way but yet nobody has really addressed that. 

Mayor Ruschman replied that both of them had discussed this very thing several months ago and 
as a result of our conversation, the Mayor said he did reach out to both Bill Beattie and the 
school board about getting together and getting the expert advice that Bill Beattie and the Utility 
Board do have.  Mayor Ruschman said they did have one meeting where a representative from 
the Board of Ed did attend.  The Mayor said we have tried to give them as much advice as 
possible, meaning the Utility Board but it was up to the school board to determine if they wanted 
to continue. 

 
ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION 
 
Ordinance 2009-21 – An Ordinance Establishing the Classification and Compensation for 
Certain Officials, Appointees and Employees of the Borough of Park Ridge, Bergen 
County, New Jersey for the Year 2009. 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to introduce on first reading by title Ordinance 2009-21, 
Ordinance Establishing the Classification and Compensation for Certain Officials, Appointees 
and Employees of the Borough of Park Ridge. 
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A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
confirm. 

 
AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

Mayor Ruschman asks the Clerk to read the Ordinance by title: 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

ORDINANCE 2009-21 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE CLASSIFICATION AND COMPENSATION FOR CERTAIN 
OFFICIALS, APPOINTEES AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE, BERGEN 

COUNTY, NEW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2009 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge in the County of Bergen, 
State of New Jersey that the compensation paid certain officials, appointees and employees of the Borough of Park 
Ridge shall be as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1.  That the minimum and maximum range of salary, wage or compensation to be paid to 
certain officials, appointees and employees or servants of the Borough of Park Ridge, Bergen County, New Jersey 
for the year 2009 is hereby fixed as follows: 

 

POSITION MINIMUM MAXIMUM BASIS       

Mayor - $7,200 Per Annum 

Councilmember - 6,000 “         “ 

Administrator 100,000 135,000 “         “ 

Borough Clerk 39,000 60,000 “         “ 

Municipal Court Judge 12,500 25,000 “         “ 

Public Defender 2,000 4,500 “         “ 

Borough Prosecutor 7,500 11,000 “         “ 

Director of Operations 85,000 122,000 “         “ 

General Supervisor, Elect. Dist. 65,000 101,000 “         “ 

General Supervisor, 

     Water & Sewer Maint. 65,000 81,000 “         “ 

General Supervisor, Roads, Parks 

     Recycling, Bldgs & Grounds, 

     Vehicle Maintenance 50,000 85,000 “         “ 

Recycling Coordinator Stipend  1,000 

Deputy Borough Clerk 2,000 8,000 “         “ 

Collector Treasurer 30,000 55,000 “         “ 

Utilities CFO 30,000 55,000 “         “ 

Assistant Municipal Treasurer 35,000 50,000 “         “ 

Utilities Treasurer 35,000 50,000 “         “ 

Assistant Utilities Treasurer 35,500 60,000 “         “ 

TriBoro Consultant  50  Per Hour 

Tax Assessor, P.T. 15,000 15,000 Per Annum 

Zoning Officer, P.T. 5,000 33,000 “         “ 

Construction Code Official 35,000 60,000 “         “ 

Plumbing Sub-Code Official 5,000 5,200 “         “ 

Electrical Sub-Code Official, P.T. 5,000 12,000 “         “ 

Fire Sub-Code Official, P.T. 5,000 12,000 “         “ 

Fire Official, P.T. 3,500 8,200 “         “ 
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Fire Code Inspectors, P.T. 2,500 6,000 “         “ 

Public Assistance Director, P.T. 3,500 10,000 “         “ 

Secretary, Board of 

     Public Works, P.T. 5,000 15,000 “         “ 

Pistol Range Facility Coordinator 3,000 4,000 “         “ 

Housing Inspector                             18 Per Hour 

Court Security Officer  18 “         “ 

Senior Citizen Van Driver  18 “         “ 

 

 SECTION 2.  In addition to the salaries set forth above, department heads and other eligible employees 
shall be paid longevity pay on the following basis:  (a) 49th month through 60th month of service: $500 for that year 
of service; (b) 61st through 120th month of service:  $300 per pay per year for each year of service; (c) 121st month 
and over:  $200 per year for each year of service.  Payments shall be part of the bi-weekly pay. 

 

 SECTION 3.  All salaries shall be retroactive to January 1, 2009. 

 

 SECTION 4.  In addition to the salaries set forth herein employees in the following positions shall be paid 
an additional sum of $1,000, said amount to be designated, “Exempt Stipend,” in recognition of the additional hours 
and duties required of their positions.  The eligible positions are:  Borough Administrator, Borough Clerk, Collector-
Treasurer, Ass’t Collector-Treasurer, Director of Operations, General Supervisors of Electric Distribution, 
Roads/Parks/Bldgs & Grounds/Vehicle Maint., Water Distribution and Sewer Maintenance, Chief of Police, 
Supervising Communications Operator and Zoning Officer. 

 

 SECTION 5.  In addition to the salary set forth herein, the Fire Official, P.T., shall each be paid an 
additional stipend of $500 in recognition of additional hours required as the administrative duties associated with 
residential smoke detector certifications. 

 

 SECTION 6.  In addition to the salaries set forth herein, the Fire Official, P.T., and the Zoning Officer, 
P.T., shall be paid an additional stipend of $500 each in recognition of additional hours associated with the Mayor’s 
Housing Task Force. 

 

 SECTION 7.  In addition to salary set forth herein, the Fire Officials, P.T., shall each be paid an additional 
$17.00 per hour for court appearances in recognition of the hours spent in Court associated with summons issued for 
violations. 

 

 SECTION 8.  All ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are expressly repealed. 

 

 SECTION 9.  This ordinance shall become effective after final passage and publication as required by law. 

Mayor Ruschman said this ordinance sets parameters for the salaries of the exempt employees. 

Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard concerning the introduction of this ordinance. 

 
-------------------- 

Mr. Heller, 80 Second Street asked with respect to Mayor and Councilmembers there is a dash 
for minimum and he said he thought the stipend was reduced this year because of the economy. 

Mayor Ruschman said that was in 2008. 

Mr. Heller asked if the council was planning on taking a single stipulated number this year? 

Mayor Ruschman asked if he meant was the council going to maximum? 

Mr. Heller said, yes, since there is no minimum. 

Mayor Ruschman said the intent was not to go to the maximum, it will stay at $5,500 for the 
council and $6,200 for the mayor. 

Mr. Heller said it seemed strange to put the administrator in since we don’t have one and are 
looking for a part-time person. 
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Mayor Ruschman said if it was to be a full-time person that would be the salary range but a part-
time employee will be somewhat less than that.  Mayor Ruschman also said that until a new 
administrator is hired, it stays as a full-time position. 

Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to pass this ordinance on first reading by title and that it be 
published in full in the Ridgewood News with notice of public Hearing to be held on October 13, 
2009. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Council President Wells to 
confirm. 

 AYES:  Councilmember Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

 
ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance No. 2009-20, A Water Utility Capital Ordinance appropriating the sum of 
$225,000 for repayment to the State of New Jersey for a Spill Fund Claim. 
 

Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 2009-20, A 
Water Utility Capital Ordinance appropriating the sum of $225,000 for repayment to the State of 
New Jersey for a Spill Fund Claim. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Ciannella and seconded by Councilmember Levinson to 
confirm. 

 AYES:  Councilmember Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

Mayor Ruschman asks the Clerk to read the ordinance by title: 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-20 

 

A WATER UTILITY CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $225,000 FOR RE-
PAYMENT TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR A SPILL FUND CLAIM MADE  FOR 
CONTAMINATION TO WELLS 1, 2 AND 17 TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF PARK 
RIDGE AND TO APPROPRIATE $225,000 FROM THE HANDY & HARMON RESERVE IN THE WATER 
UTILITY OPERATING FUND. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Park Ridge in the County of Bergen, New 
Jersey (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  The improvement described in Section 2 of this Ordinance is hereby respectively authorized as a water 
capital  spill fund claim to be made by the Borough of Park Ridge, New Jersey, for the said purposes stated in Section 
2, there are hereby appropriated the sum of money therein stated as the appropriation made for said  purpose, said sum 
being inclusive of all appropriations herefore made thereof and amounting in the aggregate to $225,000 which is now 
available from a Reserve established in the Water Utility Operating Fund for Handy & Harmon. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Borough of Park Ridge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, is hereby authorized to 
provide for the following: 

 

 

 Re-Payment to the State of New Jersey for a Spill Fund Claim made for  

   Contamination to Wells 1, 2 and 17                                              $225,000 

 

SECTION 3.  It is hereby determined and stated: 

 

 (a) That said purpose is not a current expense.  That the same is an improvement which the municipality 
may lawfully make and that no part of the cost of said improvement has been or shall be specifically 
assessed on properties specifically benefited. 
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(b) It is not necessary to finance said appropriation by the issuance of obligations by the Borough of 
Park Ridge pursuant to the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, for the reason that monies 
sufficient to cover the appropriation thereof shall be available from a Reserve established in the 
Water Utility Operating Fund for Handy & Harmon in the amount of $225,000.   

 

SECTION 4.  The Capital Budget of the Borough of Park Ridge is hereby amended or established to conform with the 
provisions of this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated by 
the Local Finance Board showing all detail of the amended or temporary Capital Budget and capital program as 
approved by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services is on file with the Clerk and is available for 
public inspection. 

 

SECTION 5.  The sum of $225,000 is hereby appropriated for the aforementioned purpose. 

 

SECTION 6.  It is hereby determined and stated that no supplemental debt statement is required to be made and signed 
in connection with said appropriation, since the gross debt of the municipality, as defined under the Local Bond Law, is 
not increased by this Ordinance and no obligations in the matter of notes or bonds are authorized by this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 7.  This Ordinance shall take effect after publication thereof and final passage as required by law. 

-------------------- 

 

Mayor Ruschman explained that several years ago there was contamination in Wells 1, 2 and 17 
and at that time a claim went to the State of New Jersey, which was filled and in the meantime a 
claim was put in to insurance, which resulted in the Borough owing the State $225,000.   

Mayor Ruschman asks the Clerk if she has received any correspondence concerning the adoption 
of this ordinance.  Borough Clerk advised no correspondence had been received. 

Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard. There was no one. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to close the Public Hearing and that this Ordinance be 
adopted and that notice of final passage be published in The Ridgewood News. 

A motion was made by Council President Wells and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
confirm. 

 AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks if any Councilmember would like to abstain from voting on any 
resolution. 

Councilmember Ciannella said she would abstain from voting on resolution #8 - Award of 
Contract for Renovations to Park Ridge Fire House 

 

Mayor Ruschman asks if any Councilmember would like to have any resolution removed from 
the Consent Agenda and placed under New Business.  There were none. 

Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to accept the consent agenda.   

A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Kane to 
confirm. 

 AYES:  Councilmember Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

 
RESOLUTIONS: 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-236 

APPOINTMENT OF ELENA REGA AS TECHNICAL ASSISTANT 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge appointed Elena Rega of 92 Standish 
Road, Hillsdale, New Jersey to the position Permit Clerk on September 13, 2005; and  
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WHEREAS, on December 14, 2006 Elena Rega received the certificate from Bergen Community College, 
Division of Continuing Education acknowledging successful completion of the Technical Assistant Certification 
Program; and  

 

WHEREAS, on August 18, 2009 Governor Corzine signed into law a bill requiring a training and 
certification program for Technical Assistants to the Construction Code Official; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Finance Officer has confirmed that Elena Rega has been receiving the salary of 
Technical Assistant Part Time as per the agreement between the Borough of Park Ridge and the Park Ridge 
Borough Employees Association. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Elena Rega of 92 Standish Road, Hillsdale, New Jersey 
is hereby appointed to the position of Technical Assistant to the Construction Code Official for the Borough of Park 
Ridge. 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-237 

AUTHORIZE ADDITIONAL WORK OF BGA ENGINEERING, LLC 

INSTALLATION OF CRYSTALLINE PHOTOVOLTAIC  

SOLAR POWER SYSTEM 

 

WHEREAS, on June 23, 2009 upon recommendation by the Park Ridge Board of Public Works, the 
Mayor and Council authorized the contract with BGA Engineering of Oakland, New Jersey for the engineering and 
field support for the installation of crystalline photovoltaic solar power system on the Utility Garage; and  

 

WHEREAS, said contract did not include the engineering design of additional structural support if it was 
determined the roof would need added reinforcement for the support of the photovoltaic system; and  

 

WHEREAS, after BGA performed a structural analysis of the Utility Garage roof, it was determined that 
additional support would be needed on the lower portion of the roof to support a photovoltaic system; and  

 

WHEREAS, BGA has supplied a proposal to perform the additional engineering to design and prepare all 
the drawings necessary for the installation of the structural reinforcement, a copy of which is attached to this 
resolution; and  

 

WHEREAS, said proposal includes a cost not to exceed $1,500.00; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Director of Operations has reviewed the proposal and finds is reasonable and would 
recommend its acceptance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works has reviewed the proposal and concurs with the Director of 
Operations’ recommendation; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works of the Borough of Park Ridge recommends to the Mayor and 
Council to authorize the additional work of BGA Engineering, LLC of Oakland, NJ to provide the additional 
engineering to design and prepare all the drawings necessary for the installation of the structural reinforcement 
needed for the installation of a crystalline photovoltaic solar system on the Utility Garage. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge do 
hereby authorize the additional work of BGA Engineering, LLC of Oakland, NJ at a cost not to exceed $1,500.00 
(One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars); and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this resolution shall be sent to BGA Engineering, LLC 
within ten (10) days of adoption. 

 

------------------- 
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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-238 

APPROVAL OF REQUEST 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that it hereby approves the 
following request: 

 

Social Affair Permit 

Our Lady of Mercy Church 

October 3, 2009 

Our Lady of Mercy Academy – Gym/Cafeteria 

 

----------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-239 

APPROVAL OF BANNER REQUEST 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that it hereby approves the 
following request, subject to the availability of space and other conditions which may occur that would not permit 
banner to be hung at this location: 

 

Banner: 

 Park Ridge Fire Prevention  

 Open House 

 Park Avenue – Borough Hall   

 September 28th  –  October 5th        

----------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-240 

AUTHORIZING ENDORSEMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT FOR SENIOR CITIZEN 
ACTIVITIES FY 2010 

 

 WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development Grant of $3,000.00 has been proposed by the 
Borough of Park Ridge for Senior Citizen Activities in the municipality of Park Ridge; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development funds may not be 
spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing Body; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of the Borough of Park Ridge; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended 
solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen 
County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited. 

 

----------------- 
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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-241 

REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION  

ON EASTAMPTON COAH DECISION 

 

 WHEREAS, on Monday, August 24, 2009, an Appellate Division panel in the case of Homes of Hope v. 
Township of Easthampton affirmed a lower court ruling that a developer can still argue affordable housing is 
“inherently beneficial” and compel a municipality to accept more than its fair share of regional need, even if the 
municipality has satisfied its region need; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this action was brought against Easthampton even though the Township had met and 
exceeded its affordable housing obligation; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in a concurring opinion it was stated that the Legislature may need to act to correct the 
apparent conflict between the concept of “inherently beneficial uses” under the Municipal Land Use Law and the 
Fair Housing Act. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Park Ridge, in the 
County of Bergen, that the State Legislature should immediately pass legislation to correct the Easthampton decision 
by providing that no municipality may be compelled through variance or otherwise to provide more than its fair 
share of affordable housing; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to State Senator Gerald 
Cardinale, Assemblyman John E. Rooney and Assemblywoman Charlotte Vandervalk, the President of the State 
Senate, the Speaker of the General Assembly, the New Jersey League of Municipalities and the Governor of the 
State of New Jersey. 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-242 

Award of Contract for Renovations to Colony Field 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge included in the 2009 Capital 
Improvement Budget allocations for necessary renovations to Colony Field; and  

 

WHEREAS, William Beattie, Director of Operations solicited proposals on behalf of the Borough for 
these renovations; and  

 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law allows for the award of a contract when the 
estimated value is less than $21,000 and a minimum of two proposals have been received; and  

 

WHEREAS, three proposals were received as listed below: 

 

Landscape Systems   $13,820.00 

Legend Landscape Design  $ 16,300.00 

DeRosa Landscaping, Inc.  $ 25,555.00 

 

WHEREAS, the original Capital Improvement did not allow for the installation of a sprinkler system; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of all three contractors that an underground sprinkler system be 
installed; and  

 

WHEREAS, William Beattie, Director of Operations has recommended that the Mayor and Council award 
the Contract for renovations to Colony Field to Landscape Systems, Inc., P.O. Box 56, Park Ridge, NJ 07656; and  
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WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the funds are available in the Capital Improvement 
Budget and the Field Usage Escrow Account. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
the Contract for renovations to Colony Field be awarded to Landscape Systems of Park Ridge, NJ in an amount not 
to exceed Thirteen Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty Dollars ($13, 820.00); and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract shall include the installation of an underground 
sprinkler system for the infield. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this resolution shall be sent to Landscape Systems, 
Inc., P.O. Box 56, Park Ridge, NJ 07656 within ten (10) days of adoption. 

 

---------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-243 

AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS TO PARK RIDGE FIRE HOUSE  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council authorized the receipt of sealed bids for the Exterior Renovations to 
the Park Ridge Fire House on August 11, 2009; and 

WHEREAS, on September 10, 2009 the Borough received seven (7) bid responses for this public 
improvement project as follows; and 

 

 

BIDDER ADDRESS AMOUNT 

LENI Network, Inc. 24 Bond Street, Wallington, 
NJ 

$   93,700.00 

TQM Group, LLC 125 Goodrich Street, Iselin, 
NJ 

$ 163,600.00 

SMAC Corporation 27 E. 33rd Street, Paterson, NJ 
07514 

$ 174,000.00 

Kelmar Construction 37 Normandi Place, 

Irvington, NJ 07111 

$ 195,031.00 

Conserv 15 Washington Avenue, 
Suffern, NY 10901 

$ 247,552.80 

G & M Eastern Contracting 100 Steiner Avenue, 

Neptune City, NJ  

$ 248,000.00 

Heuer & Company 27 Frederick Street, 
Waldwick,NJ 07463 

$ 375,804.00 

 

 WHEREAS, the lowest apparent bid came from LENI Network, Inc. of 24 Bond Street, Wallington, NJ 
07057; and  

WHEREAS, William Beattie, Director of Operations and Perry Petrillo, Architect for this project, have 
reviewed the Specifications and qualifications of the bidder and recommend LENI Network, Inc. as the lowest 
responsible bidder for the price of $ 93,700.00 (Ninety Three Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars); and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed the Bid Specifications and advised that the Mayor and 
Council may award to LENI Network, Inc. as the lowest responsible bidder. 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the funds are available in the 2009 Capital 
Improvement Budget. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to execute a contract 
approved as to form and content by the Borough Attorney with LENI Network, Inc. of 24 Bond Street, Wallington, 
NJ 07057 in the amount not to exceed $93,700.00 (Ninety Three Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars) ; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to LENI Network, Inc. within  
ten (10) days from the date of the adoption of the Resolution. 
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-------------------- 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
None 
 
ADJOURN: 
A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Kane to 
adjourn the regular Mayor and Council meeting. 

 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kelley O’Donnell, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


