
Approved October 13, 2009 
Municipal Building 
Park Ridge, NJ 
September 8, 2009 - 8:16 pm 

 
 
A regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge was called to order at 
the above time, date and place.  Mayor Ruschman led those attending in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
         Present:     Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Maughan,  
                          Mayor Ruschman 
         Absent:     Council President Wells, Councilmember Viola 
         Also Present:    Robert Mancinelli, Esq., Borough Attorney 
                                 Kelley O’Donnell, Borough Clerk 
                                 Colleen Ennis, CFO 
 
Mayor Ruschman read the Compliance Statement as required by Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 
1975, Chapter 231. 
 
SUSPEND REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS: 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to suspend the regular order of business. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Maughan to 
confirm to suspend the regular order of business. 
 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Maughan 

 
SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICERS 
 
 JOHN SEBASTIAN SZOT 
 JOHN T. GLEASON 

Mayor Ruschman introduced the two new officers and asked them to come forward to be sworn 
in. 

Chief Madden welcomed both men as did Police Commissioner Maughan and the governing 
body wishing both men much success. 

 
PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION 

 
BOY SCOUT TROOP 80 

            ASSISTANCE AT PARK RIDGE TOWN PICNIC – June 13 
 

 David Baird    Kenny Bertani 
           Chris Bruno    Nick Bruno 
     Mark Ciccaglione   Scott Desmond 
           Scott Galdi    Owen Giannangeli 
           Jonathan Hales   Brandon Hall 
           Marc Larocca    Vincent Lemba 
           Marcus Loo    Alec Maccaro 
           Brandon Malloy   Elias Marcopoulos 
           Christopher Murphy   Gregory Perez 
           Elias Rosner    James Smith 

Kevin Markle – Assistant Troop Leader 
 

Mayor Ruschman thanked the troop leaders for their dedication and said Park Ridge was built on 
volunteerism. 

 
At this time the Mayor said that there were Girl Scouts present who wanted to make a 

presentation to the Mayor and Council. 
 

PRESENTATION OF LUMINARIES: 
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 Olivia Contrato and Kaitlin Tomasiewicz who said they were residents of Park Ridge and 
in the 6th stage of Girl Scouts.  They said that each year since 2001 the Park Ridge Girl Scouts 
create luminaries to honor all the people who died on September 11, 2001.  The luminaries are 
distributed to each and every Girl Scout in Park Ridge. 
 

The girls explained that a luminary is a small bag with a tea light in it and is lit on the 
evening of September 11th from 7:00pm to 9:0pm and is placed on your front porch. 
  

They then presented luminaries to the Mayor and Council. 
 
Mayor Ruschman thanked the girls on behalf of the Mayor and Council. 

 
PROCLAMATION: 
 

CELEBRATING A CENTURY OF SERVICE 
  

WHEREAS, the United Methodist Church is celebrating a century of service to the 
town of Park Ridge and providing for the spiritual needs of its congregation; and 
  

WHEREAS, it has operated a Boy Scout program for many years; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has houses a pre-school and day care center for small children; and 

  
WHEREAS, it has provided a meeting place for Counseling services for various 

organizations in the Pascack Valley area; and 
  

WHEREAS, it has provided a Japanese Ministry and a Congregation of the Church of 
South India; and 
  

WHEREAS, it has participated in supporting the hungry, homeless and unemployed 
through walks, food centers and outreach ministries. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on behalf of the grateful citizens of Park 
Ridge and the Governing Body, that, I, Donald J. Ruschman, Mayor of the Borough of Park 
Ridge hereby extend our thanks, appreciation and good wishes to the entire congregation and 
proclaim September 13, 2009 as United Methodist Church of Park Ridge Day in Park Ridge. 

Mayor Ruschman advised the church would be celebrating its 100 years on September 13th and 
Councilmember Levinson will be representing the governing body. 
 
AGENDA CHANGES: 
 
Borough Clerk advised that under the Consent Agenda the following resolutions were added: 

  #12 Emergency – Under 3% Limitation for Legal Services; 
  #13 Authorize Professional Services for Special Litigation Counsel,  

Robert Mancinelli 
#14 Authorize Professional Services for Special Litigation Counsel, Albert  
 Wunsch  
#15 Capital Budget Amendment resolution. 

 
 
PUBLIC PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 

Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard on any matter. 

George Heller, 80 Second Street asked about resolution #5 and what was being purchased. 

Ms. Ennis said it was the parking meters that are going to be put on Broadway. 

Mayor Ruschman said they were new ones to replace the existing ones that are rotted out. 

Mr. Heller said in the spring he had made inquiries about the status of tax assessments in Park 
Ridge and since counsel’s major assignment this summer was litigating to protect Park Ridge’s 
interests, he wanted to know how Mr. Mancinelli had made out. 
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Mr. Mancinelli replied that the most significant ones were the corporate appeals, two of which 
were recently settled out of the court process and were settled with dismissals of the ’08 and ’09 
appeals in exchange for reductions in the 2010 tax year.  The other two corporate cancelled, one  
the day before and one the day of the settlement conference and we are trying to reschedule 
meetings.  With regard to residential appeals, he said, somewhere between seven to ten 
outstanding residential appeals remain in the tax court system.  Also on the settlement day we 
settled five of the Bears Nest residential as well, same agreement.  They dismiss their appeals of 
’09 and we make some nominal concessions to them for 2010.  We still have about four or five 
Bears Nest left in the tax court system and are on the docket to be heard sometime next year.  We 
just finished the two remaining residential at the County Tax Board and the matters that we tried 
in June we received all of those decisions about three weeks ago and except for one residential 
matter, where percentage-wise it is about a 7% reduction, the remaining ones that we tried the 
County Tax Board upheld our assessments and awarded them.  Two of those have filed appeals 
with the Tax Board.  We are probably down to two commercial appeals left for 2009 and about 
seven or 10 residentials left. 
Mr. Heller asked if the majority of the residential left are in the Bears Nest. 

Mr. Mancinelli replied that three or four are.  He said the majority of them are what are called 
pro se cases, there are no attorneys representing them, they have yet to submit appraisals and we 
are taking our standard approach that we are not going to discuss with them until they present an 
appraisal or something that refutes our assessments.  Our assessment ratio is at the 85% corridor 
that we need to be at so we are ready to defend any challenge based on that. 

Mr. Heller again asked with respect to the Bears Nest cases settled, what percentage decrease 
was acknowledged? 

Mr. Mancinelli said probably in about the 5 ½ to 7% range, they varied. 

Mr. Heller asked about the two commercials that were settled with changes in the 2010. 

Mr. Mancinelli said they took voluntary dismissals for 2008 and 2009 appeals and the borough 
agreed on a reduction of assessment for 2010, again in about the 5 to 7% range. 

Mr. Heller asked what that represented in dollars. 
Mr. Mancinelli said combined it was about $50,000. 

Mr. Heller asked if that was $50,000 of taxes. 

Mr. Mancinelli said, yes…the borough would receive $50,000 less in taxes based on their 
assessments in 2010. 

Mr. Heller said on another matter that what he was being told regarding the parking at the new 
post office just didn’t make sense.  He said it just wasn’t rationale to think the federal 
government had control of parking on Park Avenue.  He said he has come to understand that the 
Planning Board had nothing to do with respect to the location of the post office and parking on 
Park Avenue. 

Mayor Ruschman said the post office group did appear before the Planning Board just as a 
courtesy.  There was nothing that was mandatory that they had to do. 

Mr. Heller said he understood that and that wasn’t his question.  His question had to do with 
parking on Park Avenue and he said he was led to understand that there was an agreement 
between the post office and the planning board that the post office had the rights to control the 
parking in front of the building.  And, Mr. Heller, said that didn’t make sense to him and his  
understanding is that his feeling is right and the Federal Government has nothing to do with that 
and he said he was sorry that he was misled on that question at that time.  Mr. Heller said the 
good news was that since it was a County Road there is no reason why Chief Madden can’t take 
this up with the county with respect to reducing the parking in front of the post office to alleviate 
the very dangerous situation that exists.  He said he felt the Chief was the person to discuss  
safety with the county and see if some action could be taken to reduce parking in front of the 
post office particularly near the exit from the post office.  Mayor Ruschman said it would be 
revisited with Chief Madden. 
 

Mr. Heller said with respect to the other item he spoke about at great length at the last meeting, 
which was on the ordinance regarding the Borough Administrator.  He said he spent some time 
after the last meeting writing a memo which was addressed to both the Mayor and Council 
President expanding his views in written form.  Unfortunately, Mr. Heller said, he did not get a 
response from either. 

Mayor Ruschman said he was not a micromanager so when a committee is set up to take a look 
at a whole situation and when almost 200 applications are received, he didn’t want to confuse 



4      Minutes of the Mayor and Council Meeting-September 8, 2009 
 
everything by having another person handling it.  Mayor said he did give it to the council and the 
Borough Clerk and asked them to take a look at it.  He said the council was still addressing some 
of the items in the memo and no decisions have been made as yet pertaining to what Mr. Heller 
had said. 

Mr. Heller said he would attend the meeting two weeks hence but he said he did raise two 
questions in the letter, the first one being, why does Park Ridge need an administrator in the first 
place.  Mr. Heller said he felt we did but the council’s response, he said, is critical because we’ve 
had two administrators since Chuck Gasior left and the two have been “canned”.  We also lost a 
very able borough clerk, very unfortunate but we lucked out with the replacement in Kelley 
O’Donnell.  We went through things systematically that I had hoped Park Ridge wouldn’t have 
to go through.  I count these as adverse check marks against the government of Park Ridge. 

Mr. Heller continued that we have to acknowledge that the experience among the council 
members at present is not that great, we have two rookie council members and as everybody 
knows, once you are on a board or council such as this it takes a couple of years before you 
know what you are doing with confidence.  And, he said, the next council is going to be much 
less experienced since we are losing two good, experienced people who are long term residents.  
So it is very important to get the wording right, as I see it, he said. 

The next question is what do we really want this person to do?  Obviously, he said, this is where 
Park Ridge has fallen down over the last several years.  He said this is important because Park 
Ridge is very much a family community that works well together and that’s why he is pursuing 
these questions because, he said, he felt the governing body could do better. 

Mayor Ruschman again said the council has copies of his memo, the committee has copies and 
the council has not really sat down within the last couple of weeks to discuss it.  Mayor 
Ruschman said he could assure Mr. Heller that it would be discussed within the next couple of 
weeks because we are interviewing candidates and want to make sure we know what direction 
we are taking it in.  He said the council would certainly take into consideration any suggestions 
made in the memo and if the council disagrees with any of them, reasons will be given as to why. 

 
ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION 
Ordinance 2009-20 – A Water Utility Capital Ordinance Appropriating the Sum of  
$225,000 for re-payment to the State of New Jersey for a Spill Fund Claim. 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to introduce on first reading by title Ordinance 2009-20, A 
Water Utility Capital Ordinance appropriating the sum of $225,000 for re-payment to the State 
of New Jersey for a Spill Fund Claim. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Ciannella and seconded by Councilmember Levinson to 
confirm. 

AYES.  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Maughan 

 

Mayor Ruschman asks the Borough Clerk to read the ordinance by title. 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-20 

 

A WATER UTILITY CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $225,000 FOR RE-
PAYMENT TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR A SPILL FUND CLAIM MADE  FOR 
CONTAMINATION TO WELLS 1, 2 AND 17 TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF PARK 
RIDGE AND TO APPROPRIATE $225,000 FROM THE HANDY & HARMON RESERVE IN THE WATER 
UTILITY OPERATING FUND. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Park Ridge in the County of Bergen, New 
Jersey (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  The improvement described in Section 2 of this Ordinance is hereby respectively authorized as a water 
capital  spill fund claim to be made by the Borough of Park Ridge, New Jersey, for the said purposes stated in Section 
2, there are hereby appropriated the sum of money therein stated as the appropriation made for said  purpose, said sum 
being inclusive of all appropriations herefore made thereof and amounting in the aggregate to $225,000 which is now 
available from a Reserve established in the Water Utility Operating Fund for Handy & Harmon. 
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SECTION 2.  The Borough of Park Ridge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, is hereby authorized to 
provide for the following: 

 

 Re-Payment to the State of New Jersey for a Spill Fund Claim made for  

   Contamination to Wells 1, 2 and 17                                              $225,000 

 

SECTION 3.  It is hereby determined and stated: 

 

 (a) That said purpose is not a current expense.  That the same is an improvement which the municipality 
may lawfully make and that no part of the cost of said improvement has been or shall be specifically 
assessed on properties specifically benefited. 

 

(b) It is not necessary to finance said appropriation by the issuance of obligations by the Borough of 
Park Ridge pursuant to the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, for the reason that monies 
sufficient to cover the appropriation thereof shall be available from a Reserve established in the 
Water Utility Operating Fund for Handy & Harmon in the amount of $225,000.   

 

SECTION 4.  The Capital Budget of the Borough of Park Ridge is hereby amended or established to conform with the 
provisions of this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated by 
the Local Finance Board showing all detail of the amended or temporary Capital Budget and capital program as 
approved by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services is on file with the Clerk and is available for 
public inspection. 

 

SECTION 5.  The sum of $225,000 is hereby appropriated for the aforementioned purpose. 

 

SECTION 6.  It is hereby determined and stated that no supplemental debt statement is required to be made and signed 
in connection with said appropriation, since the gross debt of the municipality, as defined under the Local Bond Law, is 
not increased by this Ordinance and no obligations in the matter of notes or bonds are authorized by this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 7.  This Ordinance shall take effect after publication thereof and final passage as required by law. 

 

Mayor Ruschman asks Chief Financial Officer, Colleen Ennis, to give a brief description of this 
ordinance. 

Ms. Ennis said a number of years ago funds were received from the State of New Jersey for 
remediation of three wells.  The Borough received settlement funds and insurance funds since 
then and the State is now asking for reimbursement of some of the money that was spent. 

Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard.  There was no one. 

Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to pass the ordinance on first reading by title and that it be 
published in full in The Ridgewood News with notice of public hearing to be held on September 
22, 2009. 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Ciannella and seconded by Councilmember Levinson to 
confirm. 

 
AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Maughan 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Mayor Ruschman states that under the resolution for the Payment of Monthly Bills the following 
Councilmember will abstain from voting on the following payments: 

 Councilmember Ciannella: Jacobsen Landscaping. 

Mayor Ruschman asks if any other Councilmember would like to abstain from voting on any 
other resolution.  There were none. 

Mayor Ruschman asks if any Councilmember would like to have any resolution removed from 
the consent agenda and placed under New Business.  There were none. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to accept the Consent Agenda with the abstentions so noted. 
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A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
confirm. 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson Maughan 

-------------------- 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-221 

APPROVAL OF SPECIAL GRANT ENGINEER 

 

WHEREAS, on July 28, 2009 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge authorized the 
submission of NJDOT Grant Application for FY 2010 for Improvements to Fifth Street – Phase II; and  
 

WHEREAS, T & M Associates prepared and electronically submitted this Grant Application on behalf of 
the Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, the cost for preparation and submission of this application is $3,277.25 (Three Thousand Two 
Hundred Seventy-Seven Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Finance Officer has certified the funds are available in Account No. C-04-55-917-
000-001.                    
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
authorize payment be made to T & M Associates of 1373 Broad Street, Suite 306, Clifton, NJ in the amount of 
$3,277.25 (Three Thousand Two Hundred Seventy-Seven Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents); and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this Resolution shall be sent to T & M Associates 
within ten days of adoption. 
 

-------------------- 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-222 

AUTHORIZE FINAL PAYMENT BE MADE TO TRANSYSTEMS 

MILL POND DAM PROJECT 

 

WHEREAS, on January 9, 2007 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge authorized 
Lichtenstein Consulting Engineers, Inc. (n/k/a TranSystems) to provide review and oversight of the Mill Pond Dam 
repair project in an amount not to exceed $32,500; and 
    

WHEREAS, on August 24, 2007 the Borough entered into a contract with Marvec Construction Corp. for 
the Mill Pond Dam rehabilitation work; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge concluded that Marvec Construction 
Corp. had failed to perform its obligation and provide the agreed upon services as set forth in their contract and 
formally canceled the contract dated August 24, 2007 with Marvec Construction Corp on March 24, 2009; and 

 
WHEREAS, TranSystems provided additional services beyond the scope of the original contract during 

the months April through June 2008 when they met with Gene Vinci, Borough Administrator and Kenneth Brouwer, 
Councilman; and  

 
WHEREAS, Anthony Drozdowski, Project Manager for TranSystems met with O’Brien & Gere, an 

independent engineer, appointed by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge on April 8, 2008 to review 
the specifications prepared for the Mill Pond Dam rehabilitation project; and  
 

WHEREAS, on June 17, 2008 submitted their final invoice in the amount of $15,515.61; and 
 

WHEREAS, on April 14, 2009 the Borough issued a payment in the amount of $6,489.56 which was the 
balance due on the contract; and 
 

 
WHEREAS, the outstanding balance of $9,026.11 (Nine Thousand Twenty-Six Dollars and Eleven Cents) 

is a result of the additional professional services provided through the month of June 2008. 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Finance Officer has certified the funds are available in Account No. C-04-55-914-
000-001.                             . 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
authorize final payment be made to TranSystems of 45 Eisenhower Drive, Suite 250, Paramus, NJ in the amount of  
$9,026.11 (Nine Thousand Twenty-Six Dollars and Eleven Cents); and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this Resolution shall be sent to TranSystems within 
ten days of adoption. 

-------------------- 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-223 

AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO GRANT AGREEMENT 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge wishes to enter into a 
Grant Agreement with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using $58,976 in 2009 Community Development 
Block for ADA Improvements Municipal Pool Phase II project; and 
 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council authorizes Donald J. Ruschman, Mayor to 
be a signatory to aforesaid Grant Agreement; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council authorizes Colleen Ennis to sign all county 
vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes that the Borough of Park Ridge 
is liable for any funds not spent in accordance with the Grant Agreement; and that the liability of the Mayor and 
Council is in accordance with HUD requirements. 
 

-------------------- 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-224 

APPROVAL OF BANNER REQUEST 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that it hereby approves the 
following request, subject to the availability of space and other conditions which may occur that would not permit 
banner to be hung at this location: 

Banner: 

 Mill Pond Assisted Living 
 Car Show 
 Kinderkamack Road  
 September 18th  –  October 3rd       

 
-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-225 

AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF AURA MULTI SPACE PAY STATION 

 

WHEREAS, on December 23, 2008 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge entered into the 
Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System (ID #47-CPCPS); and  
  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge wish at this time to purchase the Aura 
Multi Space Pay Station under the Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System in an amount not to exceed $12, 
770.00 (Twelve Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy Dollars); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Finance Officer has certified the funds are available in Account No. C-04-55-921-
000-002. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge do 
hereby authorize the purchase of the Aura Multi Space Pay Station in an amount not to exceed $12,770.00. 

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-226 

AUTHORIZE PART TIME/CASUAL LABOR 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for part time help in the Building and Finance Departments; and  
  

WHEREAS, the following individual has worked for the Borough during School Breaks in the past; and  
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WHEREAS, the Chief Finance Officer recommends that Thomas Mazzarella of 129 North Ave, Park 
Ridge, NJ continue in his temporary employment with the Borough beyond September 4, 2009 at a rate of 
$9.00/hour.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
it recommends that said employee be hired as part time/casual labor. 
 

-------------------- 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-227 

AWARD OF CONTRACT 

2009 FORD UTILITY TRUCK WITH  

9-FOOT UTILITY SERVICE BODY 

 

WHEREAS, Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge did authorize the receipt of sealed bids for 
the purchase of a Utility Truck with 9-Foot Utility Service Body for the Park Ridge Water Department; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Notice to Bidders, duly advertised, two bids were received on September 1, 
2009; as follows: 
 

Bidder Address Amount 

Ditschman Flemington Ford 

215 Rt. 202/315, Box 1007,  

Flemington, NJ  $   36,181.00  

Gordon Ford Rt. 9W Box 613 W. Haverstraw NY  $   37,969.00  

 

WHEREAS, after careful review the Director of Operations has recommended that the Board of Public 
Works accept the bid of Ditschman Flemington Ford as the lowest responsible bid; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Public works recommends that the Mayor and Council accept the bid of 

Ditschman Flemington Ford, of Flemington, NJ in the amount of $36,181.00 (Thirty Six Thousand One Hundred 
and Eighty One Dollars) subject to the review of the Borough Attorney. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that it 
hereby accepts the bid of Ditschman Flemington Ford of Flemington, NJ in the amount of $36,181.00. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this Resolution shall be sent to Ditschman Flemington 
Ford within ten days of adoption. 

 
-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-228 

AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE 2010 FORD F350 PICKUP TRUCK 

UNDER STATE CONTRACT 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge have been advised that the Park Ridge 
Road Department is in need of a new pickup truck; and  
 

WHEREAS, the General Supervisor of Roads has recommended the purchase of a 2010 Ford F350 Pickup 
Truck which is available through DFFLM, LLC (t/a Ditschman/Flemington Ford) at a price of $30,338.00 (Thirty 
Thousand Three Hundred Thirty Eight Dollars); and  
 

 
WHEREAS, this item is available under State Contract A74202 T2101 from this vendor; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Chief Finance Officer has certified the funds are available through the Capital Bond 

Ordinance. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
hereby authorize the purchase of a 2010 Ford F350 Pickup Truck from Ditschman Flemington Ford. 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-229 
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AUTHORIZE RECEIPT OF BIDS FOR MAINTENANCE, SERVICE AND REPAIR OF POTABLE 
WATER STORAGE, TREATMENT, PUMPING AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM FACILITIES 

 

WHEREAS, due to normal operation and maintenance of the water pumping, storage, and distribution 
system, the Water Department needs to contract for service and maintenance of said facilities; and 
 

WHEREAS, over a one (1) year period, the anticipated total annual expenditure for said maintenance is 
over $21,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the provisions of New Jersey Statute 40A:11-4 requires the public advertising for bids when 
anticipated expenditures are over $21,000; 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works has recommended that the Mayor and Council authorize the 
receipt of sealed bids for unit prices for Maintenance, Service and Repair of Potable Water Storage, Treatment, 
Pumping and Distribution System Facilities. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
hereby authorize the receipt of sealed bids for unit prices for Maintenance, Service and Repair of Potable Water 
Storage, Treatment, Pumping and Distribution System Facilities 

 
 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-230 

AUTHORIZE RECEIPT OF BIDS FOR DIAGNOSTIC TESTING AND MAINTENANCE OF THE BRAE 
BOULEVARD AND MILL ROAD SUBSTATIONS 

 

WHEREAS, the Electric Department needs to hire a contractor to perform diagnostic testing and 
maintenance of the Brae Blvd and Mill Road substations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the total annual cost for said services are expected to be over $21,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the provisions of New Jersey Statute 40A:11-4 requires the public advertising for bids when 
anticipated expenditures are over $21,000.00; 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works has recommended that the Mayor and Council authorize the 
receipt of sealed bids for the diagnostic testing and maintenance of the Brae Boulevard and Mill Road substations. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
hereby authorize the receipt of sealed bids for the diagnostic testing and maintenance of the Brae Boulevard and 
Mill Road substations. 

 
------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-231 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the following approved 

bills in the sum of $5,474,328.96 be paid; and that the Mayor, Clerk and Chief Financial Officer are hereby 

authorized and directed to issue warrants in payment of same. 
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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-232 

Emergency – Under 3% Limitation 

Legal Services 

 

WHEREAS, an emergency has arisen with respect to Legal Services whereby expenses relating to 
Arbitration and Employee Litigation and no adequate provision was made in the 2009 Budget for the aforesaid 
purpose, and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-46 provides for the creation of an emergency appropriation for the purpose 

mentioned above, and 
 
WHEREAS, the total amount of the emergency appropriations created, including the appropriation to be  
created by this resolution is $102,000 and three (3) percent of the total operating appropriations in the 
budget for 2009 is $707,942.88; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey (not less than two thirds of all the governing body members affirmatively 
concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S. 40A:4-48 that: 

 
1. An emergency appropriation be and the same is hereby made for the amount of $90,000. 

 
2. That said emergency appropriation shall be provided for in full in the 2010 budget,     

 
3. That the Chief Financial Officer has certified that the expenditures to  

be financed through this resolution are related to the aforementioned emergency 
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4. That two certified copies of this resolution be filed with the Director of Local Government Services. 
 
 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-233 

AUTHORIZE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  

FOR SPECIAL LITIGATION COUNSEL 

WHEREAS, former Police Captain Craig Coughlin has filed an appeal of his employment 
termination with the State of New Jersey Office of Administrative Law; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has authorized the appointment of its Borough Attorney, Robert J. 
Mancinelli, Esq., One Paragon Drive, Suite 240, Montvale,  New Jersey to serve as Special Litigation Counsel in 
this matter; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to authorize an anticipated expenditure of Five Thousand 
Dollars ($5,000.00); and  

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the funds are available in Account No. 9-01-20-155-
000-134.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
Robert J. Mancinelli, of Rubenstein, Meyerson, Fox, Mancinelli & Conte, P.A., One Paragon Drive, Suite 240, 
Montvale, New Jersey be and the same is hired as Special Litigation Counsel to represent the Borough of Park 
Ridge in defense of its former police captain’s appeal of his termination of employment from the Borough at an 
anticipated expenditure of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00); and      

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this resolution shall be sent to Robert J. Mancinelli, 
Esq., within ten (10) days from the date of adoption. 

 

------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-234 

AUTHORIZE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  

FOR SPECIAL LITIGATION COUNSEL 

WHEREAS, Park Ridge Police Lieutenant Joseph J. Rampolla, was previously charged with a 
criminal offense by former Police Captain Craig Coughlin; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office dismissed said criminal charges against Lt. 

Joseph J. Rampolla; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lt. Joseph J. Rampolla  incurred legal expenses in defending the aforesaid criminal charges 

and will incur future legal expenses for the purpose of obtaining an expungement of the aforesaid criminal 
complaint; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to authorize an anticipated expenditure of One Thousand Five 
Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) for Lt. Joseph J. Rampolla to defray the cost of his anticipated legal fees; and  

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the funds are available in Account No. 9-01-20-155-
000-134.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that  

Albert H. Wunsch, III, Esq., 400 Sylvan Avenue, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey be and the same is hired 
as Special Litigation Counsel to represent Lt. Joseph J. Rampolla for the legal fees to be incurred for the purpose of 
obtaining an expungement of the aforesaid criminal complaint at an anticipated expenditure of One Thousand Five 
Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00); and      

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this resolution shall be sent to Lt. Joseph J. Rampolla 
and Albert H. Wunsch, III, Esq., within ten (10) days from the date of adoption. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
   Commissioner to Bergen County Joint Municipal Insurance Fund 
A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Maughan to 
appoint Kelley O’Donnell as Commissioner to Bergen County Joint Municipal Insurance Fund 
for the remainder of  2009, this appointment is in addition to the appointment of Councilmember 
Viola. 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Maughan 

 
REPORTS OF GOVERNING BODY: 
Councilmember Viola – absent 
 

Councilmember Maughan  
Big thank-you to the Recreation Committee and Steve Hopper for progress made with the 
Recreation Committee this past summer; the Rec Committee sponsored family movie nights on 
Friday of each month and the second Wednesday of each month the Sr. Citizens were provided 
with a movie with refreshments provided by the Plaza; Day Camp was a big success this year 
with 410 campers each day and the special events each week were well received by campers and 
parents and a pizza/pool party was held at the end of the season for the staff;  Rec Committee 
also helped out with the DARE First Night Out;  Rec Committee put up tents on Sulak for use by 
the Day Camp but they were also used by the baseball/football teams for relief from the summer 
sun; Softball, Baseball & Lacrosse seasons have come to a successful conclusion; bathroom 
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locks have been installed at Davies Field and similar are planned for Sulak Field; awaiting 
estimates for Colony before work is begun there; we are struggling with getting a functional 
lightning system for all the fields and a thanks to Bill Beattie who has been trying to get these 
things to work; this past weekend concluded with fireworks and a band concert which was 
enjoyed by almost 1,500 people. 
 

Councilmember Levinson:  
Library Summer Reading program for the children wrapped up Sept. 1st, program had 166 
children participating; United Methodist Church celebrating 100 years and urged residents to join 
in the festivities on Sat. at 4:00pm and 10:00am Sunday for the Centennial Celebration; first 
home football game next Saturday at the high school; the Happy Half-Earth Day cleanup is being 
postponed from Sept. 26th to sometime in November; Park Ridge Fire Department Open House is 
scheduled for Oct. 4th from noon to 4:00pm; Mayor’s Golf Outing scheduled for October 5th; 
DARE Bike-a-Thon scheduled for Oct. 18th and their web site will have all registration forms; 
and a thank you to the Girl Scouts for the luminaries. 
 
Council President Wells – absent 
 

Councilmember Ciannella: 

Utilities are continuing their project of solar panels on the Utility garage; we are working on the 
energy audit for the municipality with the State providing 75% of the funding and if borough 
implements what is being suggested State will pick up the remaining 25%; Office of Emergency 
Management continuing to work on Swine Flu Plan. 
 

Councilmember Kane – no report 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Closed Session dated August 6, 2009 
 
Closed and Work Session dated August 11, 2009 
 Abstain: Councilmember Viola 
 
Closed and Work Session dated August 25, 2009 
 Abstain: Councilmembers Ciannella, Maughan, Council President Wells 
 
A motion was made by Councilmembers Maughan and seconded by Councilmember Levinson to 
confirm to approve the minutes with abstentions so noted. 

 

AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Maughan 
 
 
ADJOURN: 
A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to 
adjourn the regular Mayor and Council meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:08 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kelley O’Donnell, RMC 

Borough Clerk 
 
 


