
  Approved October 13, 2009 
  
 Municipal Building 
 Park Ridge, NJ 

June 9, 2009 -8:17pm 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge was called to 
order at the above time, date and place.  Mayor Ruschman led those attending in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

  
ROLL CALL:  

Present:    Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola,  
                           Council President Wells, Mayor Ruschman 
  Absent:    Councilmember Maughan 
 Also Present:   Gene Vinci, Borough Administrator 
                                   Robert Mancinelli, Esq., Borough Attorney 
                                   Kelley O’Donnell, Borough Clerk 
 
Mayor Ruschman read the Compliance Statement, as required by Open Public Meetings 
Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231. 
 
Mayor Ruschman said he would just like to deviate from the published agenda and read two 
proclamations and then go back to the regular order of business. 
 
SUSPEND THE REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS: 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked for a motion to set aside the regular order of business in order to 
swear in the new Borough Clerk, who set a record in achieving one of the highest scores ever 
achieved by anyone aspiring to that position. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson and seconded by Councilmember Kane to 
confirm. 
 
AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 
 
SWEARING IN OF BOROUGH CLERK: 
 
                KELLEY R. O’DONNELL, RMC 
 
Borough Attorney, Robert Mancinelli swore the Borough Clerk into office. 
 
PRESENTATION OF C.E.R.T. CERTIFICATES       
 
    Mayor Ruschman, with the help of Joan Valas, PHD, Emergency Management Coordinator 
awarded the Community Emergency Response Team certificates to the following:          
 
   James Babcock  Ned Barber                     Toni Barber 
   June Bertini   Eric Bonapard            Ronald Bosco 
   George Bottinor  Christopher S. Browne  Joyce Bruno 
   Michael Capano  Peter DePalma           Anthony DiBlasi 
   Chris Doto    James R. Duncan    Kimberly Durba 
   Marcia Eisen  Charles Forino                 Michael D. Lawn 
   Robert Lincoln  Justin Mattes                 Jay Roemer 
   Shirley Roemer  Greg Stalb                      Joan Valas 
   Steve Valas                Paul Witte                       Dan Wynohradnyk 
          Special Volunteers 
   Nancy Perkins  Martha Valas                   Joseph Bruno 

 
 

 Mayor Ruschman said this was an 8-week training course taught by personnel from 
the Bergen County Office of Emergency Management and the Bergen County Police and Fire 
Institute.  Mayor Ruschman said it was this type of program that led them to respond to the 
recent fire on Depot Square. 
 
          Dr. Valas at this time introduced Detective Gidget Pietri, Countywide Coordinator for 
C.E.R.T. teams. 
 
PROCLAMATION: 
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                      MYASTHENIA GRAVIS AWARENESS MONTH 
 
 WHEREAS, Myasthenia Gravis is a neuro-muscular disease striking children and 
adults, affecting control of voluntary muscles and afflicting several hundred of our fellow 
New Jerseyans; and 

 WHEREAS, the symptoms of this order include, but are not limited to, difficulty 
moving, breathing, swallowing, speaking and seeing; and 

 WHEREAS, The Myasthenia Gravis Foundation of America, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization, founded, “to facilitate the timely diagnosis and optimal care of individuals 
affected by myasthenia gravis and closely related disorders, and to improve their lives through 
program of patient services, public information, medical research, professional education, 
advocacy, and patient care”; and 

 WHEREAS, Myasthenia Gravis is one of the major neuromuscular disorders 
affecting residents of New Jersey; and 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting to recognize the many physicians who demonstrate an 
untiring effort to treat this disease and search for a cure. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Donald J. Ruschman, Mayor of the Borough of Park Ridge, 
County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, do hereby proclaim the month of June 2009 as 
MYASTHENIA GRAVIS AWARENESS MONTH. 

------------------ 
PARK RIDGE SCHOOL SYSTEM 200TH BIRTHDAY 

 
WHEREAS, Education is the fabric of a community, instilling knowledge, creativity, 

and social responsibility; and 

 WHEREAS, the Park Ridge Schoolhouse built in 1808, on the property of the 
Pascack Reformed Church, was the first school in the area “Paskack;” and 

 WHEREAS, in 1856, a second, larger school was built on a property North of the 
original schoolhouse and, because of growth in the District, two additions were required in 
1876 and 1890; and 

 WHEREAS, in 1908, our first brick schoolhouse was constructed on a property 
donated by former Mayor James Leach and the improved conditions and increased room led 
to the school being known as one of the outstanding schools in the Metropolitan District; and 

 WHEREAS, a tragic fire destroyed this schoolhouse at 4am on June 14, 1920 and 
even larger schoolhouse was opened in September of 1922 and remained in use by students 
residing in Park Ridge, Montvale, Woodcliff Lake, and Hillsdale until the Regional schools 
opened in 1955; and 

 WHEREAS, in 1962, two schools – East Brook & West Ridge were added to the Park 
Ridge School System to provide Kindergarten through Sixth Grade elementary education; and 

 WHEREAS, the Park Ridge School System has continuously provided quality 
education in a community oriented environment for the past 200 years; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
PARK  RIDGE, does hereby extend its sincere congratulations on the occasion of the 200th 
Birthday of the Park Ridge School System and best wishes for continued excellence in 
education. 

           
AGENDA CHANGES:  
 
Borough Clerk advised the addition of the following resolutions under the Consent Agenda: 

13.  Authorization to Open Municipal Space Trust Account;  

14.  Authorizing Allocation of Municipal Open Space Funds for Improvements to 
Veteran’s Park and  

15.  Approval to Submit a Grant Application & Execute a Grant Agreement with N.J. 
D.O.T. for the Third Street Bikeway Path. 
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PUBLIC PRIVILEGE TO THE FLOOR 
Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard on any matter. 
 
Terry Maguire, Lafayette Avenue congratulated Ms. O’Donnell on her RMC certification.  
Mr. Maguire said he had been present at the Budget meeting and heard about all the green 
initiatives that the utility and borough were embarking on and he noted there was a resolution 
on the agenda this evening.  He asked what the next step was. 

 
Mayor Ruschman said he wanted to point out that Mr. Maguire was the one who advised the 
governing body of the availability of the electric cars through BMW and he wanted to thank 
Mr. Maguire. 
 

Mr. Vinci said notice had been received today from BMW that the cars would probably be 
delivered next week. 
 
 
ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTIONS 
 
        2009-15 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 75, ARTICLE V -  
             CLOTHING BINS, SECTION 75-35 OF THE CODE OF THE 
              BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE, NEW JERSEY 
 
Mayor Ruschman asks for a motion to introduce on first reading by title Ordinance 2009-15, 
an ordinance amending Chapter 75 of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge.  A motion was 
made by Councilmember Levinson. Seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to confirm. 
 
AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 
 

Mayor Ruschman asks the Clerk to read the ordinance by title. 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-15 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE  

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE, NEW JERSEY TO PROVIDE FOR CHAPTER 75, ARTICLE V, 
CLOTHING BINS  

 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey regulates the fee to be imposed in connection with the use of a 

donation clothing bin within the limits of the Borough of Park Ridge. 

 NOW, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, in the County of 

Bergen and State of New Jersey that Chapter 75 of the Code of the Borough of Park Ridge is hereby amended as 

follows: 

SECTION ONE: § 75-35  Regulations. 

3. The fee for such application for the zoning permit shall be twenty-five ($25.00) dollars. 

 SECTION TWO: All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are 
hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency only.   

 SECTION THREE: If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this ordinance 
shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision, clause 
or provision and the remainder of this ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 SECTION FOUR: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately following final passage, adoption 
and publication as provided by law. 

Mayor Ruschman asked the borough attorney to give a brief description of the ordinance. 
 
Mr. Mancinelli said the ordinance seeks to amend the previously adopted ordinance Chapter 
75, Section 35 to specifically reduce the permit application fee from $50 to the State 
mandated fee of $25. 
 
There was no one present wishing to be heard. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Viola to pass the ordinance on first reading by title 
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and that it be published in full in the Ridgewood News with notice of public hearing on June 
23, 2009.  Seconded by Councilmember Levinson to confirm. 
 
AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 

 
ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 
 
       There were none. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Ruschman stated that under the resolution for Payment of Monthly bills 
Councilmember Ciannella would abstain from voting on Jacobsen Landscaping. 

Mayor Ruschman asks if any Councilmember would like to have a resolution removed from 
the Consent Agenda and placed under New Business.  There was none.  
 
Motion made by Councilmember Levinson to accept the Consent Agenda with the abstentions 
as noted.  Seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to confirm. 
 
AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 

  BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
      RESOLUTION NO. 09-140 

BOARD OF EDUCATION PAYMENTS 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the Collector – 
Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to remit to the Board of Education of the Borough of Park Ridge and make 
the necessary transfer of funds for the next six months in accordance to the following schedule: 

   2009 

July   $1,801,392.00 

August   $1,801,391.00 

September  $1,801,391.00 

October   $1,801,391.00 

November  $1,801,391.00 

December  $1,801,391.00 

August – Debt Service    $123,557.50 

Total:               $10,931,904.50 

 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-141 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the following 

approved bills in the sum of $2,532,305.62 be paid; and that the Mayor, Clerk and Chief Financial Officer are 

hereby authorized and directed to issue warrants in payment of same. 
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-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-142 

AUTHORIZE PART TIME LABOR 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for part time help in the Building Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, the following individuals were recommended by the Borough Administrator to be 
appointed for the periods listed with the rates listed: 

 

 Name   Work Period   Hourly Rate 

Rachel Beer  During School Breaks      $  8.00 
Rebecca Hahn   During School Breaks          $  8.00 
Rachel Kreisler  During School Breaks      $  8.00 
Rose Mathis  During School Breaks      $  8.00 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 

that it recommends that said employee be hired as part time office help during school breaks.  

 

--------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-143 

AUTHORIZE RECEIPT OF BIDS FOR THE  

REPLACEMENT OF BOROUGH HALL ROOF  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge is in need of replacing the roof on the Borough Hall; and 
 

WHEREAS, the anticipated expenditure for this project is over $29,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, the provisions of New Jersey Statute 40A:11-4 requires the public advertising for bids 
when the anticipated expenditure is over $29,000.00; and  
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WHEREAS, the Director of Operations has recommended that the Mayor and Council authorize the 
receipt of sealed bids for the replacement of the Borough Hall roof. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 

hereby authorize the receipt of sealed bids for the replacement of the Borough Hall roof.  

 

-------------------- 

 BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-144 

AUTHORIZING LEASE AGREEMENT WITH MINI USA 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge wish to enter into a One Year 
Closed End Lease Agreement with MINI USA for the lease of two (2) MINI E Vehicles; and  
 

WHEREAS, the lease payments will be Ten Dollars ($10.00) per month per vehicle; and  
 

WHEREAS, this is payable is a single payment of One Hundred Twenty Dollars ($120.00) per vehicle 
at time of delivery; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge is responsible for all taxes, fees and licensing; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge is expected to provide Liability Insurance and Collision 
Insurance are required as part of the Lease Agreement.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
hereby authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute a Lease Agreement with MINI USA, a division of BMW North 
America, LLC with offices at 300 Chestnut Ridge Road, Montvale NJ subject to the approval as to form and 
substance by the Borough Attorney; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a true copy of this resolution shall be sent to MINI USA within 

ten (10) days of adoption.  

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-145 

APPOINTMENT OF BOROUGH CLERK 

  

 WHEREAS, Kelley R. O’Donnell was appointed Acting Borough Clerk in the Borough of Park Ridge 
by the Mayor and Council on December 11, 2007;  and 
 
  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council agreed to promote Ms. O’Donnell  to Borough Clerk  after she 
obtained her Registered Municipal Clerk certification and to award her a salary increase; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ms. O’Donnell has passed the State Exam on April 16, 2009 and has obtained her R.M.C. 
by completion of the required courses. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Kelley R. O’Donnell is hereby appointed the 
Registered Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Park Ridge for a three (3) year term beginning June 1, 2009; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ms. O’Donnell’s annual salary for 2009 shall be increased to 
$53, 460.00 effective June 1, 2009.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a true copy of this Resolution should be sent to Kelley R. 
O’Donnell within ten (10) days from the date of its adoption. 
 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-146 

APPOINTMENT OF MUNCIPAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR 

 

WHEREAS, the retirement of Eileen Helgeson has left a vacancy in the position of Municipal Court 
Administrator; and  
 

WHEREAS, the job opening was posted internally and advertised as required by the civil service 
regulations; and  
 

WHEREAS, interviews were conducted by the Municipal Court staff and Municipal Court Judge; and  
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WHEREAS, based on the interviews the recommendation has been made to offer the position to Linda 
Campion; and  
 

WHEREAS, based on her experience, her salary for 2009 will be $50,224.00; based on Step 3 of the 
Park Ridge Employees Association Agreement. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
that Linda Campion, of 19 Knollwood Drive, Ramsey, NJ be appointed to the position of Municipal Court 
Administrator effective June 29, 2009. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this resolution shall be sent to Linda Campion 
within ten (10) days of its adoption. 

 
-------------------- 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-147 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

UNIFORM MAINTENANCE 
 
 WHEREAS, by collective bargaining agreement, members of the Park Ridge Police Department are 
entitled to annual uniform allowances of $475; and 
  

WHEREAS, appropriations for such expenditures are included in the 2009 Municipal Budget under 
Police Department, Uniforms 9-01-25-240-000-013. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 

that the following employees are entitled to said uniform purchase allowance of $475: 
   

   
Police Department:      
       Chief Joseph Madden         
  Captain Craig Coughlin  
  Lieutenant Joseph Rampolla  
  Sergeant Nicholas Errico              
  Sergeant Peter Mauro 
  Sergeant Anthony DiBlasi 
     
 Police Officers: 
  Edward Visich 
  Charles Barthel 
  Paul Marchese 
  Scott Laughton 
  Scott Malloy  
  Gregory Stalb 
  James M. Babcock 
  Matthew Eitner 
  Michael Babcock 
  Christopher Puglis 

   Daniel Hoffman 
Todd Stowe 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Treasurer be and she is hereby authorized to make 
said payments according to the aforementioned schedule and to charge said allowances against departmental 
charge 9-01-25-240-013. 
 

-------------------- 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-148 

AUTHORIZE ACCEPTANCE OF A PROPOSAL FROM SIGNATURE INFORMATION SOLUTIONS 
FOR THE BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE TO PROVIDE A WEEKLY DATA TRANSMISSION OF  

BOROUGH TAX RECORDS 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge has received a proposal from Signature Information Solutions, 
a tax search firm, requesting a data transmission once a week from the Park Ridge Tax office for the tax records; 
and  

WHEREAS, said request relates to information that is open and public and would be available upon 
request; and 

  WHEREAS, Signature Information Solutions has proposed to pay the Borough of Park Ridge a sum of 
$400.00 per year for providing this service; and 
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WHEREAS, the aforesaid proposal has been reviewed and a recommendation has been received from 
the Municipal Tax Collector that the Borough accept the proposal;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
that the proposal received from Signature Information Solutions, with a mailing address of P.O. Box 8488, 
Trenton, NJ, for the Borough of Park Ridge to provide a data transmission once a week from the Borough of 
Park Ridge Tax Office of the Borough Tax records in return for payment of $400.00 per year is hereby accepted. 

------------------  

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-149 

AUTHORIZE STIPEND PAYMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge having established the classification 
and compensation for certain officials, appointees and employees of the Borough of Park Ridge, Bergen County, 
New Jersey for the year 2009; and 

WHEREAS, this ordinance allows for the payment of an additional sum of $1000, designated as an 
“Exempt Stipend”, be paid to the following employees in recognition of the additional hours and duties required 
of their positions; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
that the Borough Treasurer be and she is hereby authorized to pay the following employees an annual stipend of 
$1000 in recognition of the additional hours and duties required of their positions. 

 
Gene Vinci 
Kelley O’Donnell 
Colleen Ennis 
Angela Kent 
William Beattie 
Leonard Reiter 
William Hahn  
Louis Turli 
John Hansen ($500) 
Joseph Madden 
Nick Saluzzi ($500) 
Justin Mezzadri 
 

-------------------- 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-150 

2009-2010 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE RENEWALS 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the following 
alcoholic beverage licenses be renewed, subject to the rules and regulations of the Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control of the State of New Jersey and the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, 
heretofore or hereafter adopted: 

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSES 
1. 0247-33-007-004 D C A J Inc., T/A Peppercorn’s 
2. 0247-33-006-007 Food First Restaurant Group LLCS, T/A The Park Steakhouse 
3. 0247-33-005-004 Silver Fountain Inc, T/A Valentino’s of Park Ridge 
4. 0247-33-001-003 Benedict A. Schepis, Inc., T/A Brand Bar & Beverages 
5. 0247-36-011-002 Marriott Hotel Services, Inc (Hotel/Motel Exception) 
6. 0247-33-002-006 Fremont Holdings LLC, T/A Esty Street 

PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LICENSE 
1.  0247-44-004-003 Ridge-Mont Liquor, Inc.  

CLUB LICENSES 
1. 0247-31-008-002 Park Ridge Elks lodge #2234 Inc. 
2. 0247-31-010-001 Cpl Jedh C Barker Memorial Post 153 American Legion 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said licenses be renewed for the period of one year, commencing July 
1, 2009 and ending June 30, 2010, and that the Borough Clerk be and she is hereby authorized and directed to 
issue and sign such license renewals in the name of the Borough of Park Ridge. 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-151 

AUTHORIZE TAX OVERPAYMENT REFUND 
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 WHEREAS, as a result of a duplicate payment in accordance to R.S. 54:4-21, there has resulted the 
overpayment of taxes. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
that the Borough Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to return the following 2009 tax overpayment: 
BLOCK LOT  NAME AMOUNT 

1006 10  Donald C. Browne                          $2,492.56  
   120 Lafayette Avenue 
   Park Ridge, NJ  07656  
 
1104 8  Jean Campbell                               $   278.56   
   c/o Mortgage Service Center 
   95 Methodist Hill Road 
   Suite 100 
   Rochester, NY  14623 
 
1305 2  Jay & Allison Vinueaux                  $2,493.49 
                        62 Fourth Street 
   Park Ridge, NJ  07656 
 
1305 7  Lauren Rodriguez                           $1,542.90                           

   83 Fremont Avenue 
   Park Ridge, NJ  07656 
 
1312 1  Todd & Julie Walder                       $1,615.59 
                   65 Fremont Avenue 
   Park Ridge, NJ  07656  
 
1316 9  Robert & Andrea Lincoln                $3,098.87 
   9 Fremont Avenue 
   Park Ridge, NJ  07656 
 
2303 22  Dariusz & Beata Mazurek               $1,819.40                          
   9 Fairview Avenue 
   Park Ridge, NJ  07656 
 
1905 4  Arthur Jr. & Linda Menzel              $2,043.63 
   55 Terrace Street 
   Park Ridge, NJ  07656 
  
2103 22  Edward Mazzacano 

 c/o First American                         $2,362.57 
              Attn: Tax Refunds 
              1 First American Way – DFW 4-3  
              West Lake, TX  76262 
 

-------------------- 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-152 

AUTHORIZATION TO OPEN MUNICIPAL OPEN SPACE TRUST 

BANK ACCOUNT 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has requested permission to open a new 
Borough checking account for the purpose of segregating Municipal Open Space Trust Funds; and 
 
 WHEREAS, TD Bank requires a resolution authorizing the agreement, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park 
Ridge hereby authorize the Mayor, Chief Financial Officer, Clerk, and Deputy Clerk to execute the attached 
agreement. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a true copy of this resolution shall be sent to TD Bank with 
ten (10) days of adoption.  
 

------------------- 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-153 

AUTHORIZING ALLOCATION OF MUNICIPAL OPEN SPACE FUNDS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO 
VETERANS PARK  

 

 WHEREAS, on December 9th, 2008 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
authorized the allocation of $125,000 from the Municipal Open Space Trust Fund; and  
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 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge by Resolution adopted on 
August 12th, 2008 authorized the Landscape Architectural Services of William Koenig for this project in an 
amount not to exceed $4, 500; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council by Resolution adopted on April 28th, 2009 awarded the 
contract for Landscape Services to Pat Scanlan Landscaping in an amount not to exceed $44, 198.58; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has recommended that the Mayor and Council approve the 
following additional expenses for Improvements to Veterans Park: 
 

• Koch Monument, LLC $ 2,000 
 (Removing and Resetting Memorial) 

• Hewitt Landscaping $14,350 
 (Pavers) 

• Chatham Irrigation $ 7,500 
 (Renovations/Additions) 

• Jacobsen Landscaping $ 3,892 
 (Low Voltage Lighting)  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park 
Ridge hereby authorize the allocation of Open Space Municipal Trust Funds for the Improvements to Veterans 
Park and the Mayor, Clerk and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized and directed to issue warrants in 
payment of same. 

-------------------- 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-154 

APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A GRANT AGREEMENT 
WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE THIRD STREET 

BIKEWAY PROJECT 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Open Space Plan Element of the Master Plan sets forth the concept of a 
municipal wide bikeway system that will connect major components of the municipality and promote alternative 
modes of transportation; and  
 

WHEREAS, The Third Street Bikeway project is the first section of this bikeway system and an 
important component to this overall project; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
formally approves the grant application for the above stated project; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an 
electronic grant application identified as BIKE-2010-Park Ridge Borough-00057 to the New Jersey Department 
of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Park Ridge. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant 
agreement on behalf of the Borough of Park Ridge and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms 
and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 

-------------------- 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Mayor Ruschman announced he had received a letter of resignation from the Planning Board 
from Richard Cassata citing business constrictions.  He said Mr. Cassata had served longer 
than anyone he could remember on the Planning Board and had been a invaluable both as a 
member and chairman.  He said Mr. Cassata indicated he did this with regrets but the Mayor 
said the regrets would be on the borough’s side. 
 
 
REPORTS OF THE GOVERNING BODY: 
Councilmember Kane:  website is approaching completion with launch date of end of June; 
thanked PKRG for all their work on the 200th Anniversary and the documentary produced. 
 

Councilmember Ciannella:  congratulated the new CERT team members with special thanks 
to Joan & Steve Valas; Veterans’ Park now completed and being used as a “real park” and she 
thanked Bill Koenig, resident landscaper for the many hours he has put into the project; 
reminded all that the borough had the lowest electric rates in the State. 
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Council President Wells:  Chamber of Commerce taking a table at the town picnic; planning 
board very busy working on the new Master Plan. 
 
Councilmember Levinson:  DARE planning to do the first Park Ridge National Night Out 
on August 4th which may be done jointly with Montvale and Woodcliff Lake; History 
Committee and Library are also taking tables at the town picnic; final 200th Anniversary event 
was held on May 30th and was well attended; Flag Day, Sunday with ceremony at American 
Legion from 6:45 to 7:00pm; Green Initiatives moving slowly. 
 
Councilmember Viola:  house fire last week and Fire Dept. did an outstanding job; concrete 
work around the Municipal pool decking complete and pool in middle of membership drive. 
  

       Mayor Ruschman reminded all about the town picnic on Saturday from noon to 5: 00pm. 
 

        Mayor Ruschman announced that the Park Ridge Baseball team had won the State 
Championship, which hadn’t been done since 1977.  He said both the council and the school 
board would be holding recognitions. 
 

        Mayor Ruschman advised that the hearing for Certificate of Need for HUMC, North @ 
Pascack Valley was held the night before with 700 attendees in the main auditorium and 
another 300 watching on closed circuit TV.  He expected a decision sometime in the middle 
of July. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Public Session – March 10, 2009 
Public Session – March 24, 2009 
Public Session – April 14, 2009 
Closed & Work Session – May 12, 2009 
Closed Session – May 26, 2009 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Levinson to approve the minutes as written.  
Seconded by Councilmember Ciannella to confirm. 
 
AYES:  Councilmembers Kane, Ciannella, Levinson, Viola, Council President Wells. 
 
ADJOURN: 
A motion was made by Councilmember Ciannella and seconded by Councilmember Levinson 
to adjourn the regular Mayor and Council meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kelley O’Donnell, RMC 

Borough Clerk 
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