
Approved June 28, 2016 

 

Municipal Building 

Park Ridge, NJ   

May 10, 2016 – 8:15 pm  

 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge was called to order 

at the above, time, place and date. 

 

Mayor Maguire led those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Present:  Councilmember Bertini, Councilmember Szot, Councilmember Oppelt,  

Councilmember Misciagna, Councilmember Capilli, Council President Bosi, 

Mayor Maguire 

 

Absent: None 

 

Also Present: John Ten Hoeve, Jr., Esq., Borough Attorney 

  Kelley O’Donnell, Administrator 

Joseph Kolodziej, Chief Financial Officer 

 

 

Mayor Maguire Reads Compliance Statement, as required by Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 

1975, Chapter 231. 

 

 

SUSPEND THE REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Mayor Maguire calls for a motion to suspend the regular order of business for the Public 

Presentation of the 2016 Municipal Budget.  

 

A motion was made by Council President Bosi and seconded by Councilmember Oppelt to 

confirm.   

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Szot, Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli, Council President Bosi 

 

 

 

Mayor Maguire introduces Tax Collector Jessica Mazzarella.   Jessica is going to present the 

Property Tax Reimbursement Program. 

 

 

Ms. Mazzarella:  Obviously, talking about the budget, a major concern for most people is 

property taxes so I just wanted to take this opportunity to remind people of a couple of things 

that they can do to get a little tax relief.  We offer a Veteran’s deduction of $250 if you are a 

veteran.  We also have a senior deduction also of $250 if you make less than $10,000 annually, 

not including your social security, and the big one that I wanted to talk about  is the Property Tax 

Reimbursement Program which is also known as the Senior Freeze.   It is those blue booklets 

that everybody is always talking about.   We have applications for all three of these programs 

down in the Borough Hall, but with the Property Tax Reimbursement we have a couple of the 

eligibility requirements.   I am just going to read those off right now. 

 

 You have to be 65 or older as of December 31, 2014 

 You have to have lived in New Jersey continuously since December 31, 2004 

 You have to have owned and lived in your home since December 31, 2011 

 Your total annual income for 2014 cannot have exceeded $85,553.00 
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Basically, this program when you initially apply for it - that is the year that is considered your 

base year - so that is pretty much the level at which your taxes will get frozen at.   Every year 

you have to pay your taxes as they’re billed to you, but then you mail this form back in to the 

State, this application, and they reimburse you the difference from that base year so it is a really 

good program to be involved in.   As I said, if you are eligible for these or even if you have 

questions, you can come down to the Tax Office.   We are there from 8:00am-4:30pm, Monday 

through Friday.   You can email me.   My email address is on the website as well as our phone 

number if you have any questions at all.   If you want to just pick up the application and just look 

at the information and read it for yourself – we have it –we are there to help you- anything that 

we can do to help you with your taxes just please give us a call. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thanks, Jessica.   Thank you for the information on the Senior Freeze Tax 

Program.  If you are interested or if you know of any seniors that would be interested in the 

program please stop down at the Borough Hall and they can see Jessica.    

 

At this point, I am going to introduce our Council President, Rich Bosi, who also is the Finance 

Chairman, who will present the 2016 Municipal Budget.  I would also like to recognize our 

Borough Administrator, Kelley O’Donnell, and our CFO Joseph Kolodziej, as well as 

Councilwoman Bertini, who also sits along with myself on the Borough Finance Committee. 

 

 

Council President Rich Bosi presents the 2016 Municipal Budget 

 

 

Council President Bosi: Good evening everybody.  Welcome – this is my fifth year doing 

this and I have to say it is by far the hardest year doing this for a lot of issues that we are going to 

talk about.   Basically, I will go slide by slide.  Terry introduced everybody here – again, this 

team worked diligently and very hard.  Joe Kolodziej, our CFO – this is his first year doing the 

budget process, and along with Ron Berg, our Assistant Treasurer, did a phenomenal job this 

year.   Again, this was one of the toughest years in my five years here as your Finance Chairman 

so I want to thank them personally for that.   A lot of hard work went into this.   
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Council President Bosi: Lastly, this doesn’t come together easy – it is about a three to four 

month process and again I want to thank Joe, Ron, and Kelley.  It is a lot of work to get it and 

each department has to submit a budget.   We review it, we meet with them, they don’t always 

like us, but that’s o.k.  Sometimes we agree to disagree but at the end of the day we get a budget 

that we feel that we can present to the residents that is a fair budget.  And again, I can’t 

emphasize enough how difficult this year was to get to where we were.  I will answer any 

questions that you have later.   Thank you. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Rich, I personally want to thank you.   I know how much time and effort 

you put into this.  Some folks may not know, but Rich’s full time position is a CFO for a 

company and he lives and breathes finances of his job but also the town.  He has really helped 

us.   The other person I want to recognize who came in is Jeff Bliss from our Accounting firm 

who without his help we couldn’t have gotten to this point today.  So Jeff, thank you, as well as 

the rest of the Finance Committee.  We are going to take questions at the end. 
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Mayor Maguire advises that the Library Board will be presenting the 2016 Library Budget 

 

Mayor Maguire introduces Tom Madru. 

 

 

 
 

 

Tom Madru:   Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Thank you again for having us.  I, too, want to 

thank Joe and Ron and the folks in the Borough who helped us put together our budget for the 

Library for 2016.  This is my second year of presenting this budget so it won’t be as detailed as 

the Municipal Budget, but essentially the revenues for this year have increased from the Borough 

appropriation and that is basically because as the tax rates change in the town, the Borough has 

to fund the Library with a certain percentage.  It is actually .033% of 1% which this year comes 

out to $622,315.    You can see that about 87% of our revenue comes from that.   The other 

revenues of $26,000 are mostly made up of book sales.  We do have contributions and we do 

have miscellaneous events that help us create some revenue.   

 

 The Operating Expense on the other side – the significant expense for the Library – is the 

personnel costs which includes the salaries of our terrific staff.  Chris Doto and her team does a 

marvelous job so please come visit the Library.  Of course, we do have “BCCLS” Services – it is 

also on the chart but essentially that $23,000 goes to a consortium – 77 Libraries in the Bergen, 

Passaic, and Hudson County all join this consortium and for that the residents can basically have 

77 different libraries they can use to get books and materials, and we in turn are provided with 

services that they provide on internet services.  There are a couple of products – “hoopla” and 

“zinio” - which are terrific services to get books and media online and they also provide us with 

more than a dozen computers in the Library which we get from being within the service – so the 

cost of the $23,000 is certainly well worth it.   Essentially that is it. 

 

It said it on the bottom here that the budget is tentative subject to the approval of the Board and 

we have in fact approved it at our last meeting so that is where we are.   Again, I would just like 

thank all the help we got from the folks in the financial office and again encourage you all to 

come visit the Library.   It is a terrific place to go.   And also, if I may, I’m on the Pool 

Commission too so please come up and see the pool especially since we have the slide for the 

full year.   It is a great place to spend your summer.   Thank you. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thank you, Tom.  Thank you and the entire Library Board for their 

service.  The volunteer Library Board certainly does a lot as well as the volunteer Pool 

Commission as well – so thank you Tom for being on both of those committees. 

 

 

 

Mayor Maguire introduces George Mehm, Utility Board President.   Mayor Maguire advises that 

the Board of Public Works will be presenting the 2016 Park Ridge Utility Budget. 
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Mr. Mehm:  Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  This is our Budget Presentation for 2016 

Calendar year for the Operating Departments in the Borough. 
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Mr. Mehm:  This is the point in the meeting where I get the opportunity to say some 

stuff and most of the other Board members always worry about what I am going to say.   Today, 

I wanted to spend a little time talking about Bill Hahn.   Bill was our General Supervisor.  You 

may have seen him around – you may have seen him on the sidelines for Park Ridge High 

School Football.   He was one of the coaches.  Bill has a lifelong association with Park Ridge.  

He was hired in 1998 as the Borough’s first Recycling Coordinator and that was actually when I 

joined the Utility Board – in 1988 – so he has been around awhile.   In 1991 he transferred to the 

position of Water Repairer.   In September 2008 he was promoted to the position of General 

Supervisor of Water and Sewer where he is our licensed operator for the Water Department.   He 

has obtained all necessary licenses to operate our water system.   Bill’s involvement isn’t just 

with Park Ridge – he serves on the Technical Committee for the New Jersey Water Association 

from 2010-2016.   He is President of the North Jersey Water Conference in 2014-2015.   He is 

presently Chair of the Trustees of the North Jersey Water Conference.  He has been a dedicated, 

conscientious employee and community volunteer.   He spent two gigs as Fire Chief from 1992-

1994 and 1999-2000 and is a life member of the Park Ridge Fire Department.   He spent some 

time as the OEM Coordinator between 1998 - 2001.   Bill was fair enough to give us a lot of lead 

time on that he was going to be retiring so we did have some time to do a search and we were 

able to find Chris O’Leary who will be taking over from Bill as of the end of the month.  I said it 

a few times, but on behalf of the Board, on behalf of everybody, we certainly thank you for all 

the work that you’ve done for Park Ridge and we really wish you all the best. 
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Mayor Maguire: Thank you, George, and thank you to the entire Utility Board.   I see a few 

of them here tonight.  Running a utility is certainly a complex thing but it provides a lot of 

benefit to the residents of our town and so we certainly take that seriously and I know that the 

Board does.   It is a lot of late nights.  It is a volunteer Board and they spend a lot of late nights 

worrying about this asset.   It is a valuable asset for the Borough.  Operationally, from a 

regulatory compliance perspective as well as from finance perspective, they are running a $13 

million business and it is to the benefit of the residents -  certainly not just on the price, but the 

quality as well, as during these storms we all recognize that Park Ridge is one of the few towns 

that maintains their electric.   Operationally, the staff is doing dangerous work – they are 

working on power lines.    They are working aloft - it is a dangerous job so just that aspect of it.  

Regulatory compliance wise – there is a lot of regulation on the water that we have to meet or 

exceed the regulatory requirements there and then financially.   Financially, the Board of Public 

Works is a volunteer Board – works with the Borough Auditor as well as our CFO to put 

together this Budget presentation and stay on top of the revenues coming in from the water and 

electric and make sure that its sustainable going forward.   I commend them for their efforts and 

for putting together this Budget presentation. 

 

At this point, what we’ll do is we will open it up to the public for questions on the Municipal 

Budget, the Library Budget and/or the Public Utility Budget.   I just ask that you come up and 

identify yourself, give us your address and go ahead and ask your question.   If we can’t answer 

your questions, we will certainly get back to you with any information you may need.   As 

mentioned earlier, the presentations that you saw tonight will be on the website. 

 

 

PUBLIC PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

Mayor Maguire asks if anyone present wishes to be heard on any matter.  

Upon recognition by the Mayor, the person shall proceed to the floor and give his/her name and 

address in an audible tone of voice for the records. Unless further time is granted by the 

Council, he/she shall limit his/her statement to five (5) minutes. Statements shall be addressed to 

the Council as a body and not to any member thereof. No person, other than the person having 

the floor, shall be permitted to enter into any discussion, without recognition by the Mayor.  

 

 

David O’Sullivan - 252 Capri Terrace -   I was just curious in the Municipal Budget did we 

allocate anything for preparing a new Master Plan at all? 

 

Mayor Maguire: The Master Plan updates are done now every ten years and we had in the 

past tried to – I don’t know what the cost was –I think it saves $20,000 – so every year we put 

$2,000 away.  We were told that we couldn’t do that anymore so in the year that we will be 

reexamining the Master Plan is when we will budget that.   So we are good now for another four 

years. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: I think 2019 if you go the entire ten years.   I just wasn’t sure if we were 

going to opt to try to do the plan earlier than the ten year limit that was established. 

 

Mayor Maguire: No. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: As far as the tax assessment of the corporation that I guess was reassessed- 

was that the Hertz Corporation, and if so, what was their prior tax revenue versus their new 

year’s tax revenue that is going to be generated from them? 

 

Mayor Maguire: Their original assessment was approximately $32 million.   Their new 

assessment is just above what the property sold for at $16.8 million. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: So as far as revenue generation what is that dealt at per year? 

 

Mayor Maguire: Approximately $300,000.  It was three years of tax appeals. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: No, understood – that was at risk.   As far as the Water Expenses, I noted 

that there were several items I guess allocated for replacing resin and granule activated carbon 

and air stripping towers.   I didn’t know if there was anything in there as far as revenue that was 
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being generated by the responsible party that was offsetting some of those expenses.   Is there or 

no? 

 

Mr. Mehm: Which responsible party are you talking about in Montvale? 

 

Mr.  O’Sullivan: Like the Handy & Harmon. 

 

Mr. Mehm: Those have all been collected.  No, we did not allocate any of those.   

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: Is there any though - any revenues coming in though, say from Handy & 

Harmon, or no? 

 

Mr.  Mehm:  That settlement has been completed. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: So, there is no more, o.k. 

 

Mayor Maguire: That settlement was twenty-five years ago. 

 

Mr.  Mehm:  Fifteen.  

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: Got you. 

 

Mr.  Mehm:  There is money sitting in reserves.  We haven’t spent it all. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: Alright, that is good to hear.  You showed some electric block pricing on 

your graph and I guess – and again I know that was just an average day – so I was just curious as 

the amount of blocks that we purchased versus what our load was – and I know you said that we 

sold a portion of our block back to the grid – did anybody take a look at the variance versus the 

initial cost as to what we sold it back for and what that overall change was? 

 

Mr. Mehm:  We did but I don’t remember doing it for the last couple of years. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: That was it – thank you. 

 

 

George Heller - 80 Second Street – On the “Municipal Income” sheet – how do we get a State 

Forestry Grant?  What does that mean? 

 

Council President Bosi: We applied for a State Forestry Grant -  I think that was to prepare 

the Community Forestry Management Plan that we have now in the Borough. 

 

Mr. Heller:  For what? 

 

Mayor Maguire: It is associated with identifying all the trees.  The first step of it was to 

identify all the tree types in the Borough – take an inventory. 

 

Mr. Heller:  The Borough trees. 

 

Mayor Maguire: The Borough trees – the street trees –so it is a program that the State 

funds. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Down in Municipal Sources – you have a category called  

“Interest and Cost on Taxes” - that is not very clear what that would be. 

 

Mr.  Bliss:  It is interest we charge on people who pay their taxes late.  They get an 

interest charge. 

 

Mr. Heller:  What does this cost?   I understand the interest but I don’t understanding 

cost. 
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Mr. Bliss;  When there is a tax sale – if someone doesn’t pay their taxes within a two 

year period, it gets sold publically at auction and then there is a cost added to advertise that sale 

and to collect those monies. 

 

Mr. Heller:  I think that is a Tri-Boro thing with respect to the Pistol Range and that is 

working nicely? 

 

Mayor Maguire: It is actually working very nicely.  We are up to actually five Police 

Departments- five neighboring towns participate and utilize the Pistol Range and share the costs 

of that. 

 

Mr. Heller:  One of the unusual things down here – “The Amount to be Raised by 

Taxes” – actually in 2015 you raised $300,000 more than you budgeted.  How can that happen? 

 

Mr. Bliss:  Actually, it is a function of two things – we budget a certain amount that 

we are not going to collect.  We know if we levy $100,000 we are not going to collect the whole 

$100,000 so we budget for people who don’t pay so if we do better we get that additional taxes 

in.   Also, during the year in October there is an added tax levy for people who have done 

improvements on their houses or for new homes that have been built that get taxed in October.   

Those tax bills go out in October.  They’re not in the original levy that is in this budget so that 

comes in as extra. 

 

Mr. Heller:   Well, we know that as of early 2016 - so why is the amount to be raised by 

taxes less than it was for last year?   The amount to be raised by taxes this year according to the 

budget is $8.6 million and last year we raised $8.8 million so we are going to raise 2% less in 

taxes this year than last year? 

 

Mr.  Bliss:  No – you have to compare the levy to the levy.   You are comparing the 

levy to what we realize which is a function of what I just told you.   This year we also budgeted 

for people who we are not going to collect on. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Well, you were wrong last year - that is where your surplus comes from, I 

guess. 

 

Mr. Bliss:  We are being conservative because of the issue of tax appeals.   If a tax 

appeal is entered into during the year and that person doesn’t pay the taxes, then there is a 

significant reduction to our tax levy. 

 

Mr. Heller:  So you are really being very conservative on that. 

 

Mr. Bliss:  You kind of have to be. 

 

Mr. Heller:  O.k., fair enough.  I understand that when you changed the system for how 

the appropriation of the Library was made incorporated into Municipal Taxes – well, I think you 

ought to consider eliminating that minimum Library tax line.  It actually is not a tax, it is an 

appropriation – because the Library is really part of the Municipal Government just like all the 

other departments are, and it just singles out the Library as a tax thing but it really isn’t.   There 

is no sense in having a cost to operate the Borough excluding the Library because the Library is 

not a satellite running around it.  It is an integral part of Park Ridge operations so I would 

suggest that you consider changing those two line items next year.   It is interesting that the 

appropriation for the library – did you have a comment on that, Terry? 

 

Mr. Bliss:  It is a statutory requirement that we show it that way. 

 

Mr.  Heller:  Not in this brochure it’s not. 

 

Mr. Bliss:  In the budget. 

 

Mr. Heller:  In the budget, but not in this brochure. 

 

Mr. Bliss:  Oh, in the brochures. 
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Mr. Heller:  I’m only talking about the brochure. 

 

Mayor Maguire: I agree.   The Library is an integral part of the community. I think an 

appropriation is probably more suitable – I agree. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Well, that was just one suggestion.   The other one was getting rid of those 

two lines and including the Library in the cost of running of the Borough of Park Ridge. 

 

Mayor Maguire: And just list it as another appropriation, o.k. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Now, it is interesting that the appropriation for the Library is going up by 

$33,000 which is based on the assessment of Borough properties while the assessment of 

Borough properties is not increasing – so why is the appropriation for the Library going up while 

assessments aren’t? 

 

Mr. Bliss:  Because it is based on the State’s value of the taxable properties, not the 

Borough’s value, and it is based on a three-year average so it takes time for the average to catch 

up to what actually happened in the current year. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Well, the average has not been increasing though because the assessments 

this year are the same as they were last year and not much different from the year before.   So is 

that based on equalized values – is that the problem? 

 

Mr. Bliss:  It is the State’s equalized value. 

 

Mr. Heller:  I’m sorry, Jeff. 

 

Mr. Bliss:  It is the State’s equalized value. 

 

Mr. Heller:  The State’s isn’t any different from the County’s is it? 

 

Mr. Bliss:  Yes, it is different value.   There are three values – there is State – there is 

County and then there is the value that we use. 

 

Mr. Heller:  On “Municipal Appropriations - Professional Services” are up almost 

$50,000 over last year – Budget vs. Actual.    How come that’s going up so much? 

 

Council President Bosi: Probably has to do with the redevelopment.   Also, keep in mind, 

George, 2015 actuals – remember it is two-year budget so that number can be increased based 

upon encumbrances that haven’t been paid yet. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Well, maybe, but that represents real dollars – there ought to be some 

reason that it is happening. 

 

Council President Bosi: Professionals? 

 

Mr. Heller:   Yes. 

 

Council President Bosi: Because the bulk of the redevelopment, George. 

 

Mr. Heller:   Because what? 

 

Council President Bosi: Redevelopment – professionals we need to hire for redevelopment. 

 

Mr. Kolodziej:  We also have a full year of the grant consultant. 

 

Ms. O’Donnell:  And also the webmaster. 

 

Mr. Heller:   It would appear that we have quite a bit of bond anticipation notes 

outstanding inasmuch as you’re budgeting $52,000 of interest this year which would lead 

one to believe that the bond anticipation notes are in the order of $2.0-3.0 million – is that right? 
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Mr. Bliss:   $3.5 million in notes. 

 

Mr. Heller:   And BAN’s.   Do you anticipate having a bond sale this year? 

 

Council President Bosi: No, next year. 

 

Mr. Heller:   2017? 

 

Council President Bosi: Correct, that is what we are planning on. 

 

Mr. Heller:   And that would be coordinated again with the Utility Board? 

 

Council President Bosi: If they want to join us, absolutely. 

 

Mr. Heller:   Fair enough.   “Municipal Improvements” – Borough Hall 

Modifications Senior Center Improvements of $70,000 – what is going on there?   You just spent 

quite a bit of money on the Borough Hall so then what gives on that? 

 

Mayor Maguire:  Phase I of the Borough Hall Renovation was the downstairs 

offices.   We had an overall plan that was going to renovate the entire whole second floor and we 

backed off of that and just did the downstairs offices.   What we are going to do is a small project 

behind you – this used to be the Judge’s Chamber before we consolidated our courts into 

Montvale - so there is a conference room behind here – the Clerk’s office as well as the Judge’s 

Chambers – that is going to be converted into a combination of conference room/storage room 

and a little kitchenette. 

 

Mr. Heller:  And the Senior Center? 

 

Mr. Bliss:  That is a grant that we seek from Community Development with the 

County. 

 

Mr. Heller  $45,000 for that?  

 

Ms. O’Donnell: It is actually the sidewalk along the Borough Hall.   It is a Community 

Development Block Grant that we received for a brick and water project. 

 

Mr. Heller:  I can’t hear, Terry. 

 

Mayor Maguire: It should be listed as a Community Development Block Grant which is a 

County grant that we got to redo the sidewalk along the side of the building from Park Avenue 

down. 

 

Ms. O’Donnell: To the Library. 

 

Mayor Maguire: I don’t know if you’ve noticed there are those steps – I guess by the 

Library there – in back of the Library -  so we have to redo that and make it a nicer sidewalk. 

 

Mr. Heller:  I know last year you had completed the renovation of Borough Hall to 

make things more efficient.   It seemed like it didn’t make it more efficient with respect to cost 

savings because you added a person – no identifiable cost savings were noted.   Now, with a 

year’s experience have you noted any cost savings realized from the presumed increase in 

efficiency of Borough Hall operations? 

 

Mayor Maguire: I would, and maybe I’ll ask our CFO/Administrator to comment, but I do 

see it.   It seems more efficient to me in that there is one door – there is a common desk.   We do 

have a receptionist that is stationed at that desk and she is taking bill payments as well as 

everything else.   I think the overall consensus is that it did help with the efficiency in terms of 

operating. 

 

Mr. Heller:  So it makes people more comfortable on how they conduct their day to 

day work – is that kind of what you are saying? 
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Ms. O’Donnell: And certain key individuals are not being interrupted such as our CFO and 

Assistant Treasurer.  They are able to do the more intense aspects of the functions of the Finance 

Department as opposed to being pulled away for posting payments. 

 

Mr. Heller:  I didn’t quite hear it. 

 

Mayor Maguire: The way it was set up before - essentially the CFO and the Borough 

Administrator were immediately accessible from either of the desks and it was somewhat of an 

inefficient and disruptive or distracting environment.   Now, it is that you come to the front desk 

– you either have an appointment or the person is called out and they come and meet you at the 

desk.   It does provide us a better use of the Administrator’s and the CFO’s time. 

 

Mr. Heller:  I meant to ask before I started, Terry, does the Council now have a liaison 

with the Board of Education?   I know Ryan used to perform that function but unfortunately he 

left us.   

 

Mayor Maguire: Yes, Councilman Capilli has taken on that role when Ryan departed.  Yes. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Well, I overlooked the situation the other night and failed to see Mr. 

Capilli at the Board of Education Budget Hearing. 

 

Councilman Capilli: Yes, you did. 

 

Mr. Heller:  You were there? 

 

Councilman Capilli: No, I teach, George – I coach the baseball team at school so I was at a 

baseball game that night.   I was not in attendance. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Well, welcome to the Council, Matt. 

 

Councilmember Capilli: Thank you. 

 

Mr. Heller:  But I think it’s unfortunate because as Rich’s diagram showed, most of 

our taxes go to the schools, which of course is fine with me, but one alarming, not alarming, one 

noticeable part of the school’s budget – we happen to be almost the most expensive school 

district in the county - of the 70 or so school districts we have, our per pupil cost is higher than 

just about everybody’s.  Now, that in itself is not of particular concern to me because I am in 

favor of doing whatever we can for the children of Park Ridge, but the part that is disturbing is 

that our Board of Education doesn’t seem to know this.   Not only do they don’t know this, not 

knowing it they don’t understand why that occurs and what is particularly disturbing to a person 

like me and a person like Rich, I presume, and Matt if you were there, was they don’t seem to 

care.  It is evident that you all spend a lot of time trying to do the best you can with respect to 

keeping taxes down in Park Ridge, and people who are on the Board of Education are interested 

in lower taxes too because they are all residents of Park Ridge, but in their relationship with the 

people of Park Ridge – of course, everybody in Park Ridge except me is laid back. and they 

don’t talk about these things particularly in public, but I think it is of local importance that you 

kind of hold the Trustees of the School Board to account for this, particularly when they don’t 

seem to care, and that is why I think it is important for our liaison to be present on the Board of 

Education budget hearings.  Whereas, we have a lot of full house here for the Borough’s budget 

hearing, there was virtually nobody there for the Board of Education.   I know it is hard to talk 

against what we do for our kids and it is the right thing to do, but I think we ought to be 

cognizant of why the cost is so high and be able to explain to people the reason for that.    

Enough of that soapbox – I have a couple of questions for Mr. Mehm who will be disappointed if 

I don’t ask him. 

 

Mr. Mehm:  Looking forward to them, George. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Last year, George, we had a nice discussion on the part of the Water 

Utilities that nobody sees.  What problems are going to occur in our water pipes because last year 

it was a big problem, not in Park Ridge, but for Hackensack Water or Suez of whatever you want 

to call it, and nobody was minding the store there and maybe there is nothing much you can do.   

I know that you were interested in that subject of what can we do to make sure we don’t have a 
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malfunction of our pipes and cause a big problem for Park Ridge.   Has anything more come to 

your attention that we could be or should be doing to assure the safety of our water supply? 

 

Mr. Mehm:  As it relates to the infrastructure, we’ve begun the process of a little more 

progress on the long range engineering plan for the water system which includes the distribution 

system but I don’t have anything to report to you about specific items. 

 

Mr. Heller:  What would you estimate as a replacement cost of that part of the water 

system that we don’t see – more or less than $10 million? 

 

Mr. Mehm:  More than $10 million. 

 

Mr. Heller:  More than $10 million. 

 

Mr. Mehm:  We were looking at one pipe replacement – it is one street in a possibility 

in Woodcliff Lake.   We will get $600,000 just to replace it. 

 

Mr. Heller:  The point is there is a lot of money there and it is not only money it is very 

important.   In most businesses, and I know when you see things above ground it is easier to 

bring your attention to it, but in any business where you have a lot of money invested in assets, 

you do your very best to ascertain the integrity of them and do your best to maintain them.   

Now, I guess to date the theory seems to be – the practice seems to be – let nature take its course 

and when we have a problem we will address it.  Fair enough - that is certainly one option.  The 

other one is to say - it is not happening now – we seem to be in good shape because we’ve had 

very good experience.   I think we’ve had one major breakdown in the last several years that I 

remember. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Let me jump in there because during that break the pipe was taken out.  

The pipe was brought to a firm that went through –I know, maybe you know, The Metallurgy – 

they actually looked at the pipe and they tried to understand that section of pipe had some type of 

defect in it – so there is a lot of analysis that goes in.   If we do have a break somewhere, we do 

dig into it – we pull the pipe out- we send it off to this lab and the lab is able to tell if we have a 

section of defective pipe that might have been installed.  We have another presentation tonight, 

George, if you have maybe some questions we can offline or if you want I can ask if there are 

other questions from the audience then we can call you back up, if that is o.k. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Well, that’s fine.   I just wanted to renew this dialogue.  George, I know 

thinks this is very important, and I think it deserves a lot of thought and now that you have this 

New Jersey Consortium – maybe some of them have bright ideas on it and you can test them on 

that but God willing I’ll be able to come back next year and ask the same.. 

 

Mr. Mehm:  We look forward to it, George. 

 

Mr. Heller:  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thank you, Mr.  Heller. 

 

 

Adam Kida -- 2 Kyle Court – I had a question - I think it came up during the Municipal Budget 

where the summer registration process we implemented taking credit cards as a type of payment, 

and based on the success and the convenience that added, I think it was mentioned that is going 

to be rolled out to additional services, possibly utilities, and I don’t know what else you would 

consider that for.    I doubt property taxes but since credit card fees generally run from one to 

three percent for the collectors and utilities generate a large revenue - how does the town plan to 

offset that loss in revenues?  Are we looking at higher rates, card processing fee, because that 

number can add up pretty quickly as a loss to the town.  I got to imagine you are going to try to 

recoup it somewhat. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Yes, there is certainly a convenience fee that goes along with taking the 

credit cards.   I have some folks that don’t want to pay the convenience fee and some folks that 

say - absolutely I want to pay with my credit card – I get the mileage – it is a lot easier.   In terms 

of Utility accepting credit cards, I don’t know if you guys have a comment about that. 
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Mr.  Kolodziej: We plan on instituting a 2.95% convenience fee.  If you wish to pay by 

ACH it would be $1.25 – a debit card would also be $1.25.   If you allow us to batch the ACH 

there would be no charge. 

 

Mr. Kida:  Thank you. 

 

 

Mike McDowell – 236 Capri Terrace – I am one of the few remaining Park Ridge residents 

that works at Hertz.  I think at a previous meeting it was said that we shouldn’t really be 

concerned about the tax rate because the tax rate was going to be based on the value and not the 

sale price of the building but earlier it was said that the tax rate is actually based on pretty much 

the sale price – so just curious what changed there? 

 

Mayor Maguire: Actually it is not the assessed value. 

 

Mr. McDowell: O.k. 

 

Mayor Maguire: It sold for $15 million and the assessment is at $16.8 million – so it is 

slightly above what it sold at. 

 

Mr. McDowell: I actually just had one other question about the water.   It was really fast – 

I just saw it.  It looked like the water usage or billed water for 2015 was at 5% higher than any of 

the other years that were on there.  I was just curious – was it just a dry year that caused it caused 

it to spike so much? 

 

Mr. Mehm:  You can actually look at it – you can see the amount of precipitation we 

had and the amount we sell is in relation to the amount of rain that we receive.   Dry summers are 

good for the Water Department – hot summers are good for the Electric Department. 

 

Mr. McDowell: Was there anything that changed with the building that caused the 

assessment to drop so much from I think you said it was $32 million and then it went down – 

was there something that had changed with it? 

 

Mayor Maguire: Commercial properties are assessed upon several different factors and 

there are a couple of different methods for assessing corporate real estate.  One is the cost of 

construction which they are too old for that.   The second is revenue. 

 

Mr. Ten Hoeve: The tax appeal was settled based upon a variety of information.    Our 

Auditor – we had a separate appraiser who valued the property – the Tax Assessor participated. 

Three years of tax appeals were waived by the property owner and the settlement was based 

upon a number that everyone who was involved believed was an appropriate assessed value 

based upon market condition. 

 

Mayor Maguire: So third was market value and that is essentially what it was assessed at. 

 

Mr. McDowell: O.k., thank you. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Any other questions on the budget?  Again, thank you to our presenters. 

Thank you all for coming out tonight for the budget.  We are going to take a short recess and 

then we are going to set up and we are going to have a presentation by the Borough Planner on 

the downtown redevelopment.   Actually, we are going to go back to the dais, we are going to 

vote on the budget, and then we are going to take a short break. 

 

 

 

ADOPTION 2016 MUNICPAL BUDGET 

 

Mayor Maguire calls for a motion to adopt Resolution No. 016-133 Self Examination of the 2016 

Budget. 
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Mayor Maguire:  N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules 

that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally 

granted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual 

budget examination, and pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 thru 7.5 the Borough of Park Ridge has 

been declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government Services, 

and the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the Borough meets the necessary conditions to 

participate in the program for the 2016 budget year. 

 

 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-133 

 

SELF EXAMINATION OF THE 2016 BUDGET 

 

  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules that permit municipalities 

in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services, of conducting the annual budget examination, and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 1997, and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 thru 7.5 the Borough of Park Ridge has been declared eligible 

to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government Services, and the Chief Financial Officer has 

determined that the Borough meets the necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2016 budget year. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Committee of the Borough of Park Ridge 

that the 2016 annual budget be examined in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & b and based upon the Chief 

Financial Officer’s certification.  The governing body has found the budget has met the following requirements: 

 

1. That with reference to the following items, if applicable, the amounts have been calculated pursuant to law 

and appropriated as such in the budget. 

 

 a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 

 b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 

 c. Cash deficit of preceding year 

 d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 

 e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 

 f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes. 

 

2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 

and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 40A:4-45.3 et seq. are fully met. 

(Complies with the “CAP” law). 

 

3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the Local Budget Law and 

N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 

 

4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 

 

 a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate, and correctly stated; 

 b. Items of appropriations are properly set forth 

 c. In itemization, form, arrangement, and content the budget will permit the exercise of the comptroller 

function within the municipality. 

 

5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced, publicly advertised, and adopted in 

accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that failure to meet the deadlines 

of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 

 

6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Director of the Division 

of Local Government Services. 

 

 

A motion was made by Council President Bosi and seconded by Councilmember Oppelt to 

confirm. 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Szot, Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli,  

Council President Bosi 

 

--------------------- 
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Mayor Maguire calls for a motion to adopt Resolution No. 016-134 Waiver of Reading in Full of 

the 2016 Budget. 

 

 

Mayor Maguire: Waiver of Reading in Full of the 2016 Budget a) Be posted in a public 

place where public notices are customarily posted, and b) Is made available to each person 

requesting the same during said week and during the public hearing, and whereas, the Borough of 

Park Ridge has complied with the aforesaid requirements. Now, therefore, be it resolved, the 

Borough is hereby permitted to waive the reading in full, of the Municipal Budget for the year 

ending December 31, 2016. 

 

 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-134 

 

WAIVER OF READING IN FULL OF THE 2016 BUDGET 

 

 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-8 permits that the Budget as advertised may be read by its title providing that at 

least one week prior to the date of the hearing a complete copy of the approved budget shall 

 

 a) Be posted in a public place where public notices are customarily posted, and 

 b) Is made available to each person requesting the same during said week and during the public hearing, 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge has complied with the aforesaid requirements. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough is hereby permitted to waive the reading in full, of 

the Municipal Budget for the year ending December 31, 2016. 

 

 

A motion was made by Council President Bosi and seconded by Councilmember Misciagna to 

confirm. 

 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Szot, Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli,  

Council President Bosi 

 

 

-------------------- 

 

 

 

Ms. O’Donnell:    Be it resolved that the Governing Body of the Borough of Park Ridge, County 

of Bergen that the budget hereinbefore set forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an 

appropriation for the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as appropriations, and 

authorization of the amount of: $8,598,015 to be raised by taxation for municipal purposes, 

$622,315 minimum Library Tax and $3,981,359 General Revenue equaling for total revenues 

equaling $13,201,689. Water Utility Revenues Equaling $3,605,679, Electric Utility Equaling 

$10,478,599 and Pool Utility Equaling $273,500 
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RESOLUTION NO. 016-135 

ADOPTION OF THE 2016 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

-------------------- 

 

 

Mayor Maguire calls for a motion to adopt Resolution No. 016-135 Adoption of the 2016 

Municipal Budget.  

 

A motion was made by Council President Bosi and seconded by Councilmember Oppelt to 

confirm. 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Szot, Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli,  

Council President Bosi 
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AGENDA CHANGES 

 

The following Ordinance is to be added to the Agenda: 

 

 Introduction of Ordinance #2016 -010  - a Bond Ordinance to Authorize the Acquisition 

of a Garbage Truck 

 

The following Resolutions are to be added to the Consent Agenda: 

 Res. No 016-149- Resolution Authorizing Execution of Shared Services Agreement with 

the Borough of Old Tappan 

 Res. No. 016-150- Refund State Court Judgement 

 

 

PUBLIC PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

Mayor Maguire asks if anyone present wishes to be heard on any matter.  

Upon recognition by the Mayor, the person shall proceed to the floor and give his/her name and 

address in an audible tone of voice for the records. Unless further time is granted by the 

Council, he/she shall limit his/her statement to five (5) minutes. Statements shall be addressed to 

the Council as a body and not to any member thereof. No person, other than the person having 

the floor, shall be permitted to enter into any discussion, without recognition by the Mayor.  

 

 

David O’Sullivan – 252 Capri Terrace – I’ll be fairly quick.  One of the items I just wanted to 

discuss briefly was just transparency in government and I know with a lot of the applications 

coming up as part of the rezoning, the redevelopment, and maybe some ordinance modifications,   

I wanted to find out if we have the wherewithal, the equipment, to actually videotape meetings 

such as the Mayor and Council meetings.   I think that there are a lot of residents in town that are 

really concerned about what is going on and these changes that will impact the town.   Not at 

every Mayor and Council meeting or any other meeting, whether it be Planning Board, they can 

attend and I think it might be a benefit if we could start to do that.  I just wanted to get some 

feedback. 

 

Mayor Maguire: We do have the ability to videotape the meetings.  It does require the 

volunteers.   PKRG has the equipment in the back corner there.   Unfortunately, we did try to 

have them here this evening. 

 

Councilmember Oppelt: All the camera operators were either tied up going to dinners, 

softball games – you name it, they came up with it this week.   Normally we tape this.  This is 

the first year that we haven’t. 

 

Mayor Maguire: We have looked into putting in fixed cameras but even that requires 

volunteers to then monitor the cameras and switch back and forth – kind of like Montvale has.   I 

don’t know if you’ve watched the Montvale channel.  But we do and normally this is one, 

especially the budget, that we normally have PKRG here so we were all kind of disappointed that 

we couldn’t get them here tonight. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: I think you are right.   I think Montvale does tape.  I think they put it up on 

their website where you can just click on the meetings and watch it at your convenience and I 

think Woodcliff Lake streams most of their meetings live on the local television station.   

 

Councilmember Oppelt: As we do. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: I just think that it would be a great thing for us even if we had to put a 

little bit of money out there to try to get that done.   I think that it would be a great benefit to the 

people of Park Ridge. 
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Mayor Maguire: I couldn’t agree more.  We have actually looked into getting those fixed 

cameras put in place.   I agree. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: The next thing I just wanted to talk about briefly was just I attended the 

Board of Public Works meeting last week and I know just looking at it – their budget is a 

significant portion of our budget.   I noted when I got there that they actually meet in the small 

conference room in the DPW building.   I think there was about five people from the public that 

showed up that evening and I think it was so small that we actually had to pull some chairs out of 

the adjacent office there.   I just wanted to find out if there is any contemplation of maybe 

moving that meeting out of the DPW building, which is kind of out of the way, and possibly 

bringing it here to Borough Hall where maybe meeting minutes can be tracked and also 

videotaped.   I think there is a significant amount of activity going on with that Board and I think 

it would be great to again bring it out so that the public can maybe attend these meetings and 

make it more convenient for people in Park Ridge. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Again, the Utility Board does a great job.  They’ve been in place for 

many, many years.  They do have the supervisors there.   They come and obviously they work 

out of that location and I think that is one of the main reasons why they’re there.  We will review 

that with the Utility Board but it seems to be working.   They have a secretary – they take full 

minutes.   In terms of transparency, there is full transparency by both this Council as well as the 

Utility Board.   I don’t want to give anyone the impression that there is anything other than full 

transparency here. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: I was looking for their agendas.  I obviously found the Mayor and 

Council’s agenda.  I couldn’t find the agenda for that Board in particular.   I don’t know if there 

is something generated or if they can start putting that online. 

 

Mayor Maguire: I assume it is online but all of the minutes are available. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: And the last item I had was in good faith I attended the last Board of 

Public Utilities meeting to discuss some concerns I had about the ground water contaminant 

plume.  Even though there was only two people in the room from the public that spoke for a few 

brief moments before I did, I was afforded no leeway as far as time.   I was cut off, I guess by 

Mr. Mehm, after five minutes of concerns and questions.   I thought it was unfortunate but one of 

the folks that was there, one of the other public attendees, did allot me their five minutes which I 

was cut off again.   I just think it was real unfortunate.   I thought it was the perfect venue to 

speak about some of the concerns I had.   As you know, Mr. Mayor, I do have a background in 

environmental engineering.  I have a Master’s Degree and not being afforded any leeway to 

discuss some of those items was really disappointing.   At this point, what I’ve done is I have 

actually reached out to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Case Manager. 

I’ve set up some dialogue with this person to discuss the plume and how it is impacting our 

ground water which obviously is where we generate our drinking water.   I just wanted to let you 

know. 

 

Mayor Maguire: I was made aware of your appearance at the Utility Board meeting.   I was 

also made aware that you were asked to provide questions ahead of time to prepare the Board.   

The fact that you were only afforded five minutes is standard procedure.  If you look at most 

Boards that is what is provided to them.   I don’t know why you wouldn’t provide the 

information to the Utility Board ahead of time so they could have their experts provide that, so it 

is disappointing on a lot of different fronts for us as well. 

 

Mr.  O’Sullivan: One of the reasons for that was that I did fill out an OPRA Request on 

March 15th and unfortunately I was not provided with the Remedial Investigation Report and I 

had just gotten that report the day before the Water Department meeting.   So unfortunately a lot 

of the questions I had came from that report and obviously I was sort of doing it on the fly 

myself. 

 

Mayor Maguire: I was also made aware of your OPRA Request, Mr. O’Sullivan, which 

requires significant Borough resources to investigate and make copies of all those reports dating 

back, I believe, Mr. Mehm if he is still here, he said fifteen years ago.   The Handy & Harmon 

case goes back twenty-five years, I believe.   I think it is many, many years back and there is a 
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lot of correspondence that you requested in that OPRA Request.   Like I said, if you had asked 

for a question or something ahead of time, I think it probably would have gotten you more 

information than the way you approached it. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: If I could, the original OPRA that I did submit, I received actually no 

reports even though I asked for the past four years.   It was a few weeks after I’d received no 

reports that I actually came back and said can I at least get the one report that is mentioned in the 

letter that I obtained from the environmental consultants.   

 

Mayor Maguire: Do you want to address Mr. O’Sullivan’s OPRA Request? 

 

Ms. O’Donnell: We provided everything that we had available. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan:  There was no reports except for the one I got then. 

 

Mr. Ten Hoeve:  My understanding is that we are waiting for further information from the 

Utility Board.   Your most recent request was communicated to them.   They’re obviously the 

people who are going to have all of that information, not the Council or the Administration.  I 

know that they are working on a response. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan:  I appreciate it, thank you. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thank you. 

 

 

 

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-010 

 
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF A GARBAGE TRUCK 
FOR THE USE OF THE ROAD/RECYCLING DEPARTMENT IN, BY AND FOR THE 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $225,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, 
TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO 
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH 
BONDS. 

 

Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to introduce on first reading Ordinance No. 2016-010, a  
Bond ordinance to authorize the acquisition of a garbage truck for the use of the road/recycling 
department in, by and for the Borough of Park Ridge, in the County of Bergen, State of New 
Jersey, to appropriate the sum of $225,000 to pay the cost thereof, to make a down payment, to 
authorize the issuance of bonds to finance such appropriation and to provide for the issuance of 
bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance of such bonds. 
 

A motion was made by Council President Bosi and seconded by Councilmember Oppelt to 

confirm. 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Szot, Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli, Council President Bosi 

 

 

Mayor Maguire asks the Clerk to read the Ordinance by title: 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-010 

 

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF A GARBAGE TRUCK FOR THE USE OF 

THE ROAD/RECYCLING DEPARTMENT IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE, IN THE 

COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $225,000 TO PAY THE 

COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO 

FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION 

NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 
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BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, in the County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1.  The Borough of Park Ridge, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey (the 

"Borough") is hereby authorized to acquire a new automotive vehicle, including original apparatus and equipment, 

consisting of a garbage truck for the use of the Road/Recycling Department in, by and for the Borough.  Said 

improvement shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor. 

Section 2.  The sum of $225,000 is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of making the 

improvement described in Section 1 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purpose").  Said appropriation shall be met 

from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized and the down payment appropriated by this ordinance.  Said 

improvement shall be made as a general improvement and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against 

property specially benefited. 

Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that (1) said purpose is not a current expense of said 

Borough, and (2) it is necessary to finance said purpose by the issuance of obligations of said Borough pursuant to 

the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the "Local Bond 

Law"), and (3) the total estimated cost of said purpose is $225,000, and (4) $11,250 of said sum is to be provided by 

the down payment hereinafter appropriated to finance said purpose, and (5) the estimated maximum amount of 

bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is $213,750, and (6) the cost of such purpose, as hereinbefore 

stated, includes the aggregate amount of $5,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such 

purpose, including architect's fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other expenses, 

including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law. 

Section 4.  It is hereby determined and stated that moneys exceeding $11,250, appropriated for 

down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement fund in budgets heretofore adopted for said 

Borough, are now available to finance said purpose.  The sum of $11,250 is hereby appropriated from such moneys 

to the payment of the cost of said purpose. 

Section 5.  To finance said purpose, bonds of said Borough of an aggregate principal amount not 

exceeding $213,750 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  Said bonds shall bear 

interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters 

with respect to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter 

adopted. 

Section 6.  To finance said purpose, bond anticipation notes of said Borough of an aggregate 

principal amount not exceeding $213,750 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law in 

anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event that bonds are issued pursuant to this ordinance, the 

aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal 

amount of the bonds so issued.  If the aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued pursuant to this 
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ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, the moneys raised by the issuance of said 

bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes then outstanding. 

Section 7.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated on or 

about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall bear interest at a rate 

per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law and may be renewed from time 

to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.  Each of said bond anticipation notes 

shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and shall be under the seal of said Borough and attested by 

the Borough Clerk or Deputy Borough Clerk.  Said officers are hereby authorized to execute said notes in such form 

as they may adopt in conformity with law.  The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not 

determined by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Financial Officer 

who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to time in the manner provided by law. 

Section 8.  It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said purpose, 

according to its reasonable life, is a period of five years computed from the date of said bonds. 

Section 9.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement required by 

the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk of said Borough, and that such 

statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Borough, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is 

increased by this ordinance by $213,750 and that the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance 

will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law. 

Section 10.  Any funds received from private parties, the County of Bergen, the State of New 

Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its agencies in aid 

of such purpose, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such purpose, or, if bond anticipation notes have been 

issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purpose shall be 

reduced accordingly. 

Section 11.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this 

ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board 

showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of 

Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

Section 12.  The Borough intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the 

improvement described in Section 1 of this bond ordinance.  If the Borough incurs such costs prior to the issuance of 

the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby states its reasonable expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures 

with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this 

bond ordinance. 

Section 13.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment 

of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said obligations shall be direct, 

unlimited and general obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable 
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real property within the Borough for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without 

limitation as to rate or amount. 

Section 14.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof after 

final passage. 

 

Mayor Maguire asks the Chief Financial Officer to give a brief description of this Ordinance. 

 

Mr. Kolodziej: Yes, Mayor.   As discussed earlier this evening due to the urgency of the 

need for the garbage truck, it has been separated from the larger bond ordinance that we will 

have later on this year.   It provides for the down payment from the Capital Improvement Fund 

and the balances will authorize debt. 

 

Mayor Maguire asks the Clerk is she is in receipt of the CFO’S acknowledgement of the 

Supplemental Debt Statement. 

 

Ms. O’Donnell: Yes, Mayor, we are. 

 

 

Mayor Maguire asks if anyone wishes to be heard concerning the introduction of this ordinance. 

 

There was no one. 

 

Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to pass this ordinance on first reading by title and that it be 

published in full in The Ridgewood News wit notice of Public Hearing to be held on May 24, 

2016. 

 

 

A motion was made by Council President Bosi and seconded by Councilmember Misciagna to 

confirm. 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Szot, Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli, Council President Bosi 

 

 

Mayor Maguire: Next on the agenda is the Redevelopment Plan Ordinance and at this point 

I am going to ask our Borough Planner to come up and give us a presentation.  We will take a 

brief recess and then reconvene.  

---------- 

 

Mayor Maguire: By way of introduction, I think most folks are familiar with our downtown 

redevelopment and the steps that we’ve taken over the past several years to encourage the 

redevelopment final phase of our downtown.   Tonight, we have with us our Borough Planner, 

Brigette Bogart.  We have with us special counsel, Bob Goldsmith, as well as everyone else – 

Borough Attorney is here and the Council as well.    

 

 

ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

ORDINANCE NO. 2016- 008 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN PURSUANT TO THE NEW JERSEY LOCAL 

REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW 

 
 
Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 2016-008, An 
Ordinance Adopting the Borough of Park Ridge Redevelopment Plan Pursuant to the New Jersey 
Local Redevelopment and Housing Law 
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A motion was made by Councilmember Misciagna and seconded by Council President Bosi to 

confirm. 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Szot, Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli,  

Council President Bosi 

 

 

 

Mayor Maguire asks the Clerk to read the Ordinance by title: 

 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

ORDINANCE NO. 2016- 008 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

PURSUANT TO THE NEW JERSEY LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW 

 

 WHEREAS, on April 14, 2015 the governing body of the Borough of Park Ridge authorized the Park 

Ridge Planning Board to undertake an investigation and hold a public hearing to determine whether an area 

consisting of Lot 2 of Block 1516; Lots 1,2,3,4, and 5 of Block 1801; and Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6 and 7 of Block 1802 on 

the Tax Assessment Map of the Borough of Park Ridge (collectively, the “Study Area” or “Redevelopment Area”) 

should be declared an area in need of redevelopment as defined by the New Jersey Local Redevelopment and 

Housing Law (N.J.S.A. 40a:12(A)(1) et seq.); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Borough of Park Ridge (the “Planning Board”) retained Brigette 

Bogart, Professional Planner, to perform an investigation over the Study Area and thereafter produce a report 

containing her findings; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ms. Bogart performed such investigation and produced a report on July 14, 2015 entitled "An 

Investigation for a Determination of an Area in Need of Redevelopment for Block 1516, Lot 2; Block 1801, Lots 

1,2,3,3,4 and 5; Block 1802, Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6 and 7, Borough of Park Ridge, New Jersey”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board held a hearing on July 29, 2015 to determine whether the Study Area was 

an area in need of redevelopment; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Board adopted a Resolution on August 12, 2015 recommending that the Mayor 

and Council designate the Study Area as an area in need of redevelopment; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on September 8, 2015, upon review of the August 12, 2015 Resolution of the Planning Board 

and the report provided by Ms. Bogart the Council adopted Resolution No. 015-234 declaring the Study Area as an 

area in need of redevelopment and further directing the Planning Board to prepare a proposed Redevelopment Plan; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Board prepared a proposed Redevelopment Plan and, on February 24, 2016 

recommended said Plan to the Mayor and Council; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council find that the Redevelopment Plan satisfies the requirements of 

N.J.S.A. § 40A:12A-1, et seq., appropriately addresses various needs of the Borough; and encourages essential 

development in the downtown area;; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council also find that the Redevelopment Plan achieves several goals and 

objectives of the Borough Master Plan including encouraging higher density development near mass transit, 

fostering development in the downtown area, and the need to make provisions for affordable housing, all of which 

represent principles of "smart growth," and that the Redevelopment Plan is consistent with the Borough Master Plan; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the Planner for the Borough of Park Ridge has opined that the proposed Redevelopment Plan 

is consistent with and furthers the goals and purposes of all Borough Master Plan documents and has opined that the 

Plan does not offend the goals and objectives of contiguous municipalities, the County of Bergen or the State of 

New Jersey; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, in 

the County of Bergen and State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

1. The Redevelopment Plan attached hereto as Exhibit A be and is adopted as the Redevelopment Plan in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. § 40A:12A-14 for the following parcels determined to be an area in need of 

redevelopment on September 8, 2015: Block 151, Lot 2; Block 1801, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5; Block 1802, 

Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. 

 

2. The recommended zoning and design requirements contained in Section II of the Redevelopment Plan are 

hereby adopted to serve as an overlay zone to the existing zoning scheme for the Redevelopment Area. 

Specially, the following zoning requirements shall be established for the Redevelopment Area: 
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a. Permitted Uses. All uses, accessory uses and conditional uses permitted in the Neighborhood 

Business District (NB) of the Borough of Park Ridge shall be permitted in the Redevelopment 

District. The following additional uses shall also be permitted: 

 

i. Public recreation and assembly facilities. 

ii. Uses ancillary to multi-family development including lobbies, entrances, gymnasiums, 

laundry facilities and other similar ancillary uses if located on the first floor of a building.  

 

b. Conditional Uses. Parking Structures shall be permitted in the Redevelopment District subject to 

the following conditions: 

 

i. The lot on which the structure is located shall have a minimum lot area of .75 acres. 

ii. The outside perimeter of a parking structure which fronts on a County Road shall be 

developed with principal permitted uses as set forth in Section 101-58.15. 

iii. The outside perimeter of a parking structure which fronts on a local road shall be 

designed to meet the requirements of Section 101-58.21(A)(1) and (2) and Section 101-

58.21(B) of the Park Ridge Code. 

iv. Parking structures shall comply with the bulk requirements of this Ordinance, however, 

no parking structure shall have a height in excess of forty (40) feet nor shall a parking 

structure have more than four parking levels. 

 

c. Bulk Requirements. The following bulk requirements shall apply within the Redevelopment 

District. 

 

     Standard for Sites fronting  Standard for lots not fronting 

     on Kinderkamack Road  fronting on Kinderkamack  

     (Blocks 1801 & 1802)        Road (Block 1516)               

 

Minimum Lot Area   25,000 square feet  25,000 square feet 

Minimum Lot Width   100 feet   100 feet 

Minimum Lot Depth   100 feet   100 feet 

Maximum Building Stories  Five    Three 

Maximum Building Height  58 feet    40 feet 

Maximum Building Coverage  85 percent   90 percent 

Maximum Impervious Coverage 95 percent   95 percent 

Minimum Front Yard   5 feet    0 feet 

Maximum Front Yard   20 feet    20 feet 

Minimum Rear Yard   0 feet    0 feet 

Minimum Side Yard    0 feet    0 feet 

Maximum Floor Area Ratio  3.5*    2.5* 

 

Market Rate Unit Minimum Sizes 

 Studio    500 square feet  N/A 

 One Bedroom   700 square feet  N/A 

 Two Bedroom   1,000 square feet  N/A 

 

Affordable Housing Unit Minimum Sizes 

 One Bedroom   650 square feet  N/A 

 Two Bedroom   850 square feet  N/A 

 Three Bedroom  950 square feet  N/A 
 

 * The ratio of the total floor area to lot area. 

 

 

d. Except where otherwise indicated herein, all development within the Redevelopment District shall 

comply with the following additional criteria: 

 

i. Architectural Design 

 

1. Any construction above four stories or fifty (50) feet must be stepped back from 

the lower street front façade(s) a minimum of ten (10) feet, except when 

adjacent to a Public Railroad Right of Way. 

2. Any outdoor space created by the required setback area may be used as outdoor 

space for tenants. 

3. Where a building fronts on a public plaza of more than thirty (30) feet in depth 

from a right of way, there shall be no setback requirement for buildings having a 

height of more than forty (40) feet. 

4. Where a building and/or block exceed three hundred (300) feet in length, the 

building for calculation purposes shall be limited to 300-foot sections. 
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5. There shall be a strong delineation between floors to separate the street level of 

buildings and the upper floors, with either a change in material, a recess in the 

building façade or a cornice line to ensure the reinforcement of the pedestrian 

scale of the street as shown on Schedule "A" below. 

 

ii. Parking Requirements. Parking requirements shall be as set forth in Section 101-58.24 

of the Borough Code except for parking requirements for residential units, where the 

parking standard shall be 1.25 spaces per dwelling unit. 

 

iii. Streetscape Design and Additional Requirements 

 

1. The provisions of Section 101-58.22 shall apply to development within the 

Redevelopment District with the exception of minimum sidewalk width which 

shall be twelve (12) feet. Building articulations, stoops and building entry 

features may encroach into the 12 foot required sidewalk width provided that the 

encroachment does not exceed 30% of the building façade.  

 

e. Redevelopment District improvements shall also include directional signage for vehicular and 

pedestrian consistent with the Borough parking plan; public plazas with a minimum depth of 30 

feet and minimum width of 70 feet and one bench and trash receptacle for every 50 feet of street 

frontage. 

 

f. Streetscape designs shall include paver detail and tree grates in accordance with the 

Redevelopment Plan. 

 

g. Affordable Housing Requirements. A minimum of ten percent (10%) of all units constructed 

must be set aside as affordable housing units as defined by the New Jersey Department of 

Community Affairs. All housing units designated as affordable units must comply with all State 

criteria for affordable housing design and must be constructed to ensure that the Borough shall be 

eligible to receive affordable housing credit for all affordable housing units. 

 

h. Public Recreation/Assembly Space. In addition to the requirement for a public plaza, any 

development within the Redevelopment District shall provide a minimum of 22 square feet of 

public recreation/assembly space. 

 

3. The Zoning Map for the Borough of Park Ridge shall be amended to reflect the rezoning of the 

Redevelopment Area. 

 

4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are 

hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

5. The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. Should any section, paragraph, 

subparagraph, provision, sentence, or part hereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional, said finding shall 

not affect any other section, paragraph, subparagraph, provision, sentence, or part hereof and the remainder 

of this Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 

6. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately following final passage, adoption and publication as provided 

by law. 

 

7. Borough staff are hereby authorized and directed to take all other administrative actions to implement this 

Ordinance as are necessary and appropriate to accomplish its goals and intents. 

 

 
Mayor Maguire asks the Borough Planner to give a comprehensive description of this ordinance. 

 

 

Borough Planner Brigette Bogart presents  

the Redevelopment Plan for the Borough of Park Ridge 

 

 

Ms. Bogart: Good evening.   I know you all have been sitting here for a while so just bear with 

me.   I only have about 500 slides to present and then we are done.  Just briefly, I want to go 

through the history of the redevelopment process that we’ve undertook and what has been going 

on for planning in the downtown area.   I have been involved with the Borough for the last 

fifteen years and ever since that beginning point I’ve been involved in trying to promote 

redevelopment in the downtown.   So the first couple of slides deal with the history of the 

planning and how we got to where we are today and then the last ten slides or so talk about the 

plan itself. 

 

The Redevelopment Plan as most of you have heard is for three blocks in the downtown – a 

number of lots including the Borough commuter lot which is located on the west side on the 
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railroad lines then also the waste transfer lots located on the east side and then a number of 

mixed use and retail spaces along Kinderkamack Road itself north of Madison Avenue which is 

the street that is directly north of the gas station and right north of the diner and it goes up to 

Berthoud which is where Boston Market is and the gas station. 
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Ms. Bogart:    In addition to the regulations I had just mentioned, the Redevelopment Plan also 

calls for additional public improvements including new sidewalks, pavers, street trees, new trash 

cans, benches, and we are looking into a full signage program for the parking so directing 

commuters and patrons of businesses to where commuter parking is – where business parking is 

– where there is parking garages – where the restaurants are – so we are looking into a signage 

program. 

 

As I mentioned to you, obviously there are some tax benefits to the Redevelopment Plan and I 

just want to get into it briefly.  We have not gone into the full analysis and that is sort of the next 

step of this process.   Tonight we are here just to adopt the plan itself – the next step would be for 

the Governing Body to look into designating a redeveloper for the area, negotiating with the 

redeveloper for the appropriate plan, and then the redeveloper would have to come into the 

Planning Board for a full blown site plan approval.   At that point in time, the Planning Board 

would have to review the site plan and can analyze the height, the parking and all the details of a 

site plan which would be a typical development application. 

 

That is the end of my presentation.   If anybody has any questions or comments I am more than 

happy to answer to them.   

 

 

Dawn McPartland – 85 Rivervale Road – Going back to a few months ago, I believe it was 

220 apartments is what we were talking about, right? 

 

Ms. Bogart:  Yes. 

 

Ms. McPartland: 40% of them were going to be two bedroom. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  I will have to look that up – possibly yes. 

 

Ms. McPartland: I believe that is what it was - which amounts to about 88 apartments.   So 

generally a two-bedroom is probably going to have a child.   How are we coming up with 16-26 

kids possibly coming into the school district if we are going to have maybe 88 apartments with 

two bedrooms?  I think it is a low estimation. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  It is based on a number of studies.  One is the Rutgers’s Study that is a 

state wide multipliers and that shows the trend of 26 children which is high.    The second 

portion of that is- I actually looked at all the multiple County developments in the downtown – 

so all on Hawthorne/Maple and pulled out I think 164 total dwelling units.   I talked to the Board 

of Ed and they gave me all the information on school children that currently reside in those areas 

and there were 12 school children in 164 units.   So I figured that was probably the best 

information because it is local and I actually believe that is high because you are more likely to 
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see school children in a garden apartment than you will in an elevator assisted apartment because 

parents are more likely to let children go play in a courtyard in a garden apartment than say “go 

down the elevator and go play in the garden structure.”   

 

Ms. McParland: If 22 of the apartments I believe are going to be affordable housing, 

doesn’t the number of children go up exponentially in the affordable housing units and you are 

hitting 22 right there. 

 

Ms. Bogart:   No, I mean it goes up.  It definitely goes up and we’ve done the studies to 

incorporate that, and again, with that incorporating the higher end for the affordable, your 

maximum is 26. 

 

Ms. McPartland: Another question – I believe there are going to be facilities – there is going 

to be a pool and all this other stuff.   How is that pool going to affect our municipal pool?  Aren’t 

we trying to get members and now we are going to have something that is basically take away 

members – isn’t it potentially - that we could maybe use? 

 

Ms. Bogart:  I have not seen any plans that have a pool. 

 

Ms. McPartland: I believe one of things that it was a pool and a facility and everything else. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  All those details will come out during the site plan approval.   There is 

nothing in the Redevelopment Plan that says you have to have a pool or anything of that nature, 

so when an applicant comes in once they designate a developer and they go through the process 

of the Governing Body, then they will have to come in to the Planning Board and then at that 

point that is when the discussions of those details will occur. 

 

Mayor Maguire: It was just a good point to make that at this point we have only been 

conceptually talking and you are right.   There was conceptually talk of some recreational facility 

– whether it was a pool or a gym they said.   Tonight, this would be the Redevelopment Plan 

which will allow us to get from that conceptual visioning type of discussion to actually a 

development application which would include those details – whether it would include a pool or 

not because it certainly a concern.  I mean, Lifetime Fitness opened up with a pool and I don’t 

know but I think we may have lost some residents to that pool.   I don’t know the exact numbers 

but it is certainly a concern. 

 

Ms. McPartland: If we are in our ordinance going to put that it can be possibly be five 

stories on the west side - wouldn’t we rather want to have it a little bit lower?   Living on the east 

side of town, it is already a mess over there – on Saturdays – trying to get to work in the 

morning.  I think by having too much development – and I totally agree – we do need to develop 

that area, but I think to make it too big is going to put us in a position where I don’t think we are 

going to be that town that people are going to want to move into if it gets to be too big and too 

monstrous.   We are in Bergen County - we are not in Hudson County or Essex County - so that 

is my feeling. 

 

Mayor Maguire: We certainly share that concern – certainly Brigette highlighted it – the 

Planning Board spent a lot of time discussing it because a lot of us are not developers.  We are 

not builders so when you hear five stories – the emotional reaction is “wait a minute.”   Most 

homes are two stories.  Emotionally there is this reaction that five stories is huge.   So it took us 

awhile to get to it. 

 

Ms. McPartland: It is not even just the stories of the building – you’ve got two huge parking 

decks you are putting there too.   I think it is just making it a little bit more industrial. 

 

Mayor Maguire: When we talk five stories and we are talking about east of the tracks – and 

that would be where we would have it and a portion of the building would be four stories with 

the portion it would be five stories.   So the portion that fronts on Kinderkamack Road would be 

four stories and just to put it in perspective, they are talking in terms of feet.   The large portion 

would be 58ft. and then what faces Kinderkamack would be 50ft.    The Wells Fargo Building, 

which was built I don’t know how many years ago, is 50 ft. just to give you an idea of the 

perspective with the height.   While it may seem like the height is out of whack, it really is not 
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and the Wells Fargo building – I could imagine when they built that building – I’m sure there 

were a lot of people saying. “Wait a minute that is too big for Park Ridge.” 

 

Ms. McPartland: I think part of it is you don’t have people living in the Wells Fargo 

Building.    You are going to have people living in these buildings so you are going to have a lot 

of people, a lot of traffic, a lot of stuff – so that is a concern.  I don’t think we need that much. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thank you. 

 

Ms. McPartland: Thank you. 

 

 

Keri Cooper – 41 Circle Drive – You talked about the studies that showed how many kids 

should be coming in  - are these the same studies that the Board of Ed uses – the same like group 

of studies – because they also do the studies as well? 

 

Ms. Bogart:  I got my information from the Board of Ed but the multipliers I use were 

the State record multipliers as well as again the local commission. 

 

Ms. Cooper:  Because the Board of Ed when they put up their numbers are wrong every 

time.  Actually, Dr. Gamper just came in to talk about that how at this point we should have 

eighteen kids entering kindergarten if they based it on these studies.   We have over fifty on just 

the west side – so the numbers are completely off every time they do a study. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  I don’t know what they use. 

 

Ms. Cooper:  Well, I could only imagine that those studies will probably be off as well.  

Findings are pretty hard to predict kids -16-20 seems really, really low.  

 

Mayor Maguire: They do something called birth rate studies and that’s what they use. 

 

Ms. Cooper:  Right, and the Board of Ed uses those as well and they are wrong every 

single time.  The other issue is, and I do think the downtown needs to be developed, I am just 

concerned obviously about the amount of kids coming in.  So for the retail down below, where 

do you park to go there?   

 

Ms. Bogert:  There will be new on-street parking as well as the parking garage. 

 

Ms. Cooper:  And how many spots would be there on the street? 

 

Ms. Bogert:  That will be determined. 

 

Ms. Cooper:  O.k. 

 

Mayor Maguire:   So the portion on the east side of tracks, they have standards to determine 

the parking and it is a parking spot for every 300 sq. ft. of retail and one point something parking 

spaces for each residential unit.   Those would all be accessed via a new road that would run 

along the train tracks so there would be a roadway – so off of Madison there will be a new 

roadway that will run the length here and exit out onto Berthoud and the access to the parking 

deck would be here in the back.   Again, these are conceptual – this is an architect’s initial view 

of what it could look like. 

 

Ms. Cooper:  Just because if I’m parking back there, I’m not walking around blocks. 

 

Mayor Maguire: No, there would be access. 

 

Ms. Cooper:  To all the retail?   

 

Mayor Maguire: Right. 

 

Ms. Cooper:  O.k., and then also, just with the height – even five stories with the recess 

I think is ridiculously big for Park Ridge and if you look at all the other towns nobody has 
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something like this.  I think there is a reason behind it.   We are a small town – we are not a city 

– and I think that really gives a poor look to our town.  I think it would need to come down a lot. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thank you. 

 

 

Amara Wagner – 164 Midland Avenue – I have a question about you mentioned population 

density and trying to keep to keep it the same – I just wanted to clarify what is the allowable 

density for this area under this proposal? 

 

Ms. Bogart:  I never indicated Park Ridge and density. 

 

Ms. Wagner:  I thought you did, sorry.   Can you talk a little bit about what the allowable 

density for it is in the B Zone? 

 

Ms. Bogart:  There is no density currently.   There is no density provision - it is 

currently on the books.   The way that we decided to regulate density in the Redevelopment Plan 

is to establish a maximum amount of floor area devoted to each use and then minimum size for 

each dwelling unit so that you can’t have a number of studios that are 400 sq. ft.  You’ll see in 

the ordinance there are minimum sizes for each dwelling unit for one bedrooms/two bedrooms 

and three bedrooms. 

 

Ms. Wagner:  Minimum square footage. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  Yes. 

 

Ms. Wagner:  O.k., but it doesn’t say population density. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  No. 

 

Ms. Wagner:  And it would of. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  No, and you really can’t regulate population. 

 

Ms. Wagner:  Got you – thank you. 

 

 

John Yarenis - 73 Ann Terrace  - I’ve got a few questions that came up here looking at this 

assessment.   First off, anybody do any investigation regarding traffic impact of this 

redevelopment because from what I’m looking at here, there is going to be a lot of - in some 

way, shape, or form, more cars, more activity on Kinderkamack and right now the current 

infrastructure there doesn’t seem to be fit to handle this much new development? 

 

Ms. Bogert:  That is in the next stages for the site plan group. 

 

Mr. Yarenis:  Also, about Municipal Services – nothing has been said about the impact 

to all these residences on municipal services - Fire, Police. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  My understanding is that the department started to look at all the services 

and again that is going to be through the site plan analysis. 

 

Mr. Yarenis:  My other question here is a little more personal.   I live on the west side of 

Kinderkamack.  There is nothing being mentioned about some of the businesses and buildings 

that are down there in that section of town.   There are a couple of buildings – Park Ridge 

Animal Hospital and the U.S. Post Office there that have been abandoned, pretty much 

abandoned for the past couple of years and there has been no talk of that being addressed in any 

way, shape, or form, and to me that is more of the downtown - more than the Kinderkamack 

section. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Just a quick update there – the Park Ridge Animal Hospital and the old 

Post Office were purchased and there was a development application approved probably over a 

year ago and that has been back and forth with the DEP and then they found a new pipe. They 



68  Minutes of the Mayor and Council  May 10, 2016 

 

just got the DEP approval and they just resubmitted the demolition permits so those buildings 

will be coming down so both the old Post Office and the old Animal Hospital will come down 

and there will one multi-use building there. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  Which actually will be very similar because developed in the NB district 

regulations so it is going to be similar to what is here so we are hoping that it will complement. 

 

Mayor Maguire: We spent a lot of time on the design guidelines so that it is going to be a 

quality building. 

 

Mr. Yarenis:  One last question – you are saying that the larger parking is going to be on 

the western side so that is where… 

 

Mayor Maguire: Eastern side – it is going to be incorporated into the development so all 

these apartments and the retail are going to have their own standalone parking. 

 

Mr. Yarenis:  Thank you. 

 

 

Adam Kida – 2 Kyle Court -  You mentioned one of the benefits of this would be helping us 

meet our requirement for affordable housing and in previous meetings the Board felt that they 

had met that requirement based on things that they’ve already done.   So, is there renewed 

concern that maybe we are not meeting our requirements? 

 

Ms. Bogert:  With the State mandated affordable housing requirements, we always have 

new obligations and one thing that this Borough has always prided themselves on is making sure 

that they are always ahead of the curve - and making sure that they’ve already addressed what 

the need to address.  From a planning perspective, I believe that we’ve done a lot to move 

forward and meet our requirements but we are always going to have the next step - another third 

round that we have to address now so this is going to address the new requirement. 

 

Mr. Kida:  Thank you. 

 

 

Mike McDowell – 236 Capri Terrace – I was just curious about some of the other what we call 

“the premium walkable towns” in Bergen – so we have Westwood and Ridgewood – are 

generally two nearby towns – what are the heights of the buildings there – because I think maybe 

are the buildings so tall – because they are all tall that nobody notices -  know they have a got a 

lot of mixed residential on top of businesses – and I was just curious what are heights of those 

buildings. 

 

Ms. Bogert:  They are pretty close – a lot of them are three stories/four stories but 

because they’re older buildings they have the big cornices – there are a number of buildings I 

know in Ridgewood that reached 50-60 ft. in height.  I know of at least one in Westwood that 

does so it is very similar.   The one thing that I think that the Planning Board and the Governing 

Body looked into was we’ve had the four story requirement on the books for seven years and 

nothing has happened and so at some point in order to make it economically viable for anybody 

to do anything, you might have to take that step and maybe take it once and get these public 

improvements and then you don’t have to do that anymore. 

 

Mr. McDowell: Right. 

 

Ms. Bogert:  It is all about economics. 

 

Mr. McDowell: I don’t have any particular view on it right now either way with the 

amount of kids – but the math to me when I heard the number – I said, well, if you put a 

basketball court and a community center right downstairs,  I would think that would become 

extraordinarily attractive to some of our kids – so the number did seem a little low – again, I 

don’t the figures – I do stats and stuff like that – it seems like it would be very attractive to 

families and people who have kids who can just go downstairs and use the basketball court. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  That would be a Borough owned facility. 
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Mr. McDowell: Sure – I mean because of proximity, that’s all. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Just to add onto that, this process was started many, many years ago and it 

has been many, many steps as you can see.   I will say that a lot of it came out of a process – a 

visioning process that was done. I don’t know how many years ago.   It was a resident driven 

process whereby we brought in consultants, we brought residents in, and they all sat around and 

said, “o.k., what would we want our downtown to look like?”  They kind of looked at different 

areas in the downtown and there was one group that focused in on this area.  First off, they said 

we really don’t want or need a waste transfer site in the center of town – how do we discourage 

that?  Fast forward – here we are and we have this opportunity but they also came out and said 

we need more parking and we would love to have a community/student center.   So what you see 

here, again, are conceptual.  It was a bunch of residents got together and said, ‘Hey, if we had the 

crayons and we were drawing Park Ridge and we had an opportunity to do this the right way, 

this is what we would want it to look like.”   We would want to have plenty of parking so that the 

businesses would flourish in downtown.  We wouldn’t have these restaurants that open and close 

and can’t stay in business.   We would have people being able to walk up and down the streets 

safely because now the kids are walking up and down Kinderkamack – it is not a safe 

environment.   That is kind of what kicked a lot of this off and it was included into the thought 

process as we developed this. 

 

Mr. McDowell: Thanks. 

 

 

Becky Overgaard – 71 Madison Street - I realize this is a conceptual plan but I just have a 

problem with you approving this and the safety of the area with people parking and crossing.  

Right now, you take your life in your hands crossing when you are at Madison crossing the street 

or at Park Avenue and Kinderkamack.   I mean it is almost impossible to cross the street.   It has 

helped that the lines are put there and you can only turn left and go straight but I come out of that 

street and I make a left to go north.   Not that many cars park on that side right now as it is, but 

when a car is parked that close to Madison you can’t see out to make the left hand turn.   I am 

just thinking if there is going to be all these cars parking there now and when they come out of 

the parking garage where do they exit – onto Kinderkamack or onto Madison? 

 

Mayor Maguire: This is the new roadway that we built at the back – so they could come 

either to Berthoud or to Madison.  You are saying that making a left out of Madison, right? 

 

Ms. Overgaard: Yes, it is difficult now as it is. 

 

Mayor Maguire: It’s impossible, yes. 

 

Ms. Bogert:  The good thing about this process is that as you move forward with a 

Borough designated developer you go through the same planning process. We are going to have 

traffic engineers look at it.  The developer will have to have the engineers look at this and this is 

our opportunity to fix any of those issues and to make sure that they work properly.  If you just 

went through a typical site planning process, you don’t have that opportunity.   So that is one of 

the reasons why the Planning Board felt redevelopment was the perfect tool for this is because 

now we can say we need this  intersection fixed.  We need to have more site distance so that is 

one of the things that will be looked at as we move forward. 

 

Ms. Overgaard: Is it possible – the traffic light is so close to this – if you put another one at 

Berthoud but then you have another one at the Ridgemont Shopping Center – because people are 

going fast up and down this road. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  We are going to be having traffic engineers look at this.  We are also 

going to have the County since it is a County road.  

 

Ms. Overgaard: So it will take forever to get that light there since it is County road. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Along those lines, all those things, we talked about a lot of these issues.  

One of them was the bus stop.  That bus stop there is kind of a nuisance so we have already 

conceptually started talking about how to incorporate the bus stop into this development so that it 
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is not closer to the light and creating that conflict if you will when the bus stops there and people 

are trying to get around them.   It is not a good flow. 

 

Ms. Overgaard: And then what about the proposed Community Center.   Right now, I 

believe on Hawthorne there is no parking on either side and on Madison there is only parking on 

one side.   Will that possibly change that people are going to be allowed to park on both sides? 

 

Mayor Maguire: We have not gotten to that detail so you’re saying they are not allowed to 

park on either side of Hawthorne, right? 

 

Ms. Overgaard: I don’t think so.   

 

Mayor Maguire: There is parking this way on Hawthorne but not that way.    

 

Ms. Overgaard: That is the residential area and I just hope that doesn’t change that you 

don’t have people parking all over – go into the residential area and start parking to go to these 

things. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Right.   That is certainly something that we said that as much as the - we 

call them RSI - it is residential site improvement standards, called for 1.2 parking spaces per 

residential unit and one per 300 sq. ft. of retail – we won’t exceed that because we don’t ever 

want to have a situation where they are doing that - where there is overflow and they have to 

park on the street. 

 

Ms. Overgaard: And the parking in the Community Center would still be, I guess, two 

levels for commuter parking and maybe one level for the Community Center. 

 

Mayor Maguire: And again, this is just conceptual calculations.   Right now, we have just 

slightly over one hundred parking spaces in the commuter lot.   We would double that essentially 

with something like this so you would have almost two hundred parking spaces. 

 

Ms. Overgaard: O.k., thank you. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thank you. 

 

 

Pat Hunt – 2 Mader Place - I take it for granted that these will be rental units? 

 

Ms. Bogert -  That we don’t know at this point in time and we can’t actually regulate 

whether it is rental or for sale units. 

 

Mr. Hunt:  O.k. 

 

Mayor Maguire: We had one of the buildings on Broadway started off as condo and we 

couldn’t sell them and rented them.  So it is hard to regulate whether they are condo or rental. 

 

Mr. Hunt:  Which is more beneficial – the condo type ownership or the…? 

 

Mayor Maguire: It all depends on the market.  If they can sell them, I guess the condo is 

quicker in terms of recurrent – rental is more of a long term investment. 

 

Mr. Hunt:  Do you foresee this happening in the somewhat near future? 

 

Mayor Maguire: This has been a long term journey.   I think we are on Step 12 of 20 so 

there is probably at least six different steps that include multiple public hearings and applications 

and Planning Board hearings. 

 

Mr. Hunt:  Once the ordinance goes through - then you are looking to have the 

developers to come in and give you proposals on this? 

 

Mayor Maguire: Exactly, and then the developer would have to file an application. 
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Mr. Hunt:  O.k., thank you. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thank you. 

 

 

David O’Sullivan – 252 Capri Terrace – First, I think this is a great opportunity for the town to 

redevelop a tired and sort of unsightly section of our downtown.   I think that being said, I think 

the idea of the redevelopment to spur economic activity which would not just encompass this 

area but would one day possibly spread along Kinderkamack Road and subsequently replace 

some of those tired facilities.   So I guess with that being said, I just wanted to know as far as this 

redevelopment ordinance, would we be setting precedence as far as what additional landowners 

that are adjacent to this might be able to do what as far as them being able to go up the same 

height with the same amount of apartments – things of that nature – and how that might impact 

the town in the long term? 

 

Ms. Bogart:  That is a good question.  The redevelopment process obviously is a long 

one. We’ve been doing this for like I said two years.  In order to go through the redevelopment 

process with other properties, it would be the same analysis and the Borough would have to find 

that those other properties met the redevelopment criteria, and if they did, then they would have 

to go through and make a plan.   At that point in time, the plan has to be determined by the 

Borough just like we are doing here.   So there is really no precedent – it has to be what is 

appropriate for that site.  If the property owner were to come in for a site plan and said you just 

rented five stories – I want five stories – in the planning world you are not allowed to do that.   

Every site and every application stands on its own. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: That’s good to hear. 

 

Mayor Maguire: You’re dead on.  This project is to be a catalyst for developing those other 

properties and we are already seeing it now.  Clearly, the word is out that this is moving along so 

now we are seeing a lot of interest in these other properties. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: That’s great.   As far as the affordable housing component, would part of 

this application be determining the percentage of units that need to be affordable housing 

whether it is ten percent, twenty percent, and I guess that would probably coordinate with the 

plan that is being submitted to the State now which is part of the litigation and part of our new 

obligation so I guess that would go hand-in-hand? 

 

Ms. Bogart:  Yes, and the benefit of having affordable housing units down here is that 

we are going to be a Transit Village so we get additional bonus credits for having affordable 

units down here.  That is going to be part of one of the next steps is talking to a developer - 

figuring out what the appropriate percentage is (inaudible). 

 

Mr.  O’Sullivan: And I know that you mentioned about new jobs being generated and I 

think that is also part of the calculation for affordable housing.  I know previously it used to be 

one in every sixteen jobs generated you needed another affordable housing unit – is that still the 

situation or is that gone? 

 

Ms. Bogart:  No, that’s all gone. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: Alright, great.   This is the last item which is not a big deal but – there is a 

public roadway that sort of bifurcates the property – is that going to be vacated as part of this? 

 

Ms. Bogart:  Potentially the Governing Body would have to make the decision. 

 

Mr. O’Sullivan: Thank you. 

 

Ms. Bogart:  You’re welcome. 

 

 

Carinne Murphy – 226 Doxey Drive - I am kind of almost repeating what he said but a little 

differently.  My question is if tonight the Redevelopment Plan is approved to get started, how 

does that affect the Sony property that is going back and forth?   I don’t know how to put that 
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properly – would this Redevelopment Plan be a catalyst for a new development plan to be done 

at the Sony property? 

 

Mayor Maguire: No, I would say the two are not –  

 

Ms. Bogart:  Two separate issues. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Two different zones. 

 

Ms. Murphy:  I understand it would be two different zoning issues but is the Sony 

redevelopment, Sony issues, still being worked on? 

 

Mayor Maguire: No, we have not met with them since the last meeting.   They have 

inquired again if we are willing to meet with them.   We are still doing studies and we told them 

we would get back to them. 

 

Ms. Murphy:  Thank you. 

 

 

Mayor Maguire: I think you’ve heard a lot of information tonight.   The Council is going to 

go back on the dais.   Certainly this is an exciting time for Park Ridge.   This is certainly a big 

step along this process which I said is a multi-year, multi-step process that a lot of time and 

effort has been put in.  I do want to commend the Planning Board. I see a few members of the 

Planning Board here.  They’ve put a lot of time and effort into initiating and starting and working 

on this whole process in putting together the Redevelopment Plan.   I do want to thank Brigette 

for her time in putting this together, as well as special counsel, Bob Goldsmith, and the rest of 

the Council for their help as well.  I also commend you all for sticking with us.    Thank you all 

for coming. 

 

The Governing Body returns to the dais. 

 

 

ROLL CALL:   Councilmembers Bertini, Szot, Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli,  

    Council President Bosi, Mayor Maguire 

 

 

Mayor Maguire: Again, thank you Brigette for the presentation on the redevelopment 

ordinance.   As you stated, I believe this Redevelopment Plan will increase the values of our 

downtown properties and be a catalyst for the surrounding properties.  We expect it to attract 

new residents and new shops, improve pedestrian and vehicle safety, provide much needed 

parking and help Park Ridge as well meet our affordable housing obligation.  The plan furthers 

our goals of the Master Plan and moves us one step closer to potentially developing this area 

around the former waste transfer.  I do again commend the Planning Board, the Borough Planner, 

Borough Attorney and Special Counsel for their help in preparing the Redevelopment Plan and 

Ordinance. 

 

Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to close the Public Hearing on this Ordinance and that it be 

adopted with notice of final passage to be published in The Ridgewood News.  

 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Misciagna and seconded by Council President Bosi to 

confirm. 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Szot, Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli, Council President Bosi 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

Mayor Maguire asks if any Councilmember would like to have any resolution removed from the 

Consent Agenda and placed under New Business.  

 

There was no one. 
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Mayor Maguire asks if any Councilmember would like to abstain from voting on any resolution 

on the Consent Agenda. 

 

There was no one.  

 

 

Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to accept the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Oppelt and seconded by Council President Bosi to 

confirm.   

 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Szot, Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli, Council President Bosi 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS; 

 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-136 

 

REFUND OF SUMMER DAY CAMP OVERPAYMENT 

DANIELLE SCHWARTZ 

 

 WHEREAS, The Borough of Park Ridge process registration for Summer Day Camp through Community 

Pass; and  

 

 WHEREAS, payments for registration can now be made using credit cards and debit cards; and  

 

WHEREAS, DANIELLE SCHWARTZ at 10 Tulip Court, Park Ridge, NJ registered her children to 

participate in Summer Day Camp, completing the transaction by credit card; and  

 

WHEREAS, the registration was eligible for a multi-child discount but Community Pass was unable to 

process the discount for this registration; and   

 

WHEREAS, the unapplied discount resulted in a $25.00 overpayment; and   

  

 WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Borough to issue refunds of overpayments by check; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the Borough Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund $25.00 to DANIELLE SCHWARTZ, 10 Tulip Court, Park 

Ridge, NJ  07656. 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-137 

 

PROBATIONARY APPOINTMENT OF  

WATER DEPARTMENT LABORER 

Michael Rasulo 

 

WHEREAS, the General Supervisor of Water and the Director of Operations have recommended that 

additional laborer is needed; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Director of Operations and General Supervisor of Water have evaluated and interviewed 

prospective employees for the position; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works Personnel Committee performed second interviews with a few of 

the recommended candidates; and  

  

WHEREAS, the Director of Operations and General Supervisor of Water have recommended that Michael 

Rasulo, of 255 Calvin Street, Washington Township, New Jersey be hired to the position of Laborer in the Water 

Department; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works Personnel Committee concurs with this recommendation; and  

 

 WHEREAS, a letter with an offer of employment was sent to Michael Rasulo, which included the details 

of the offer of position; and 

 



74  Minutes of the Mayor and Council  May 10, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works has made a recommendation to the Mayor and Council that 

Michael Rasulo be hired to the position of Laborer at the Step 4 annual salary of $40,781.00. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

Michael Rasulo is hereby probationally appointed to the position of Laborer in the Water Department, effective May 

23, 2016 at an annual salary of $40,781.00 subject to Michael Rasulo’s satisfactory completion of the required 

ninety (90) day work test period. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator be and is hereby authorized to submit the 

necessary paperwork to the New Jersey Civil Service Commission. 

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-138 

 

AUTHORIZE PART TIME/CASUAL LABOR 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Water and Road Departments are in need of Casual Labor employees during the late 

Spring and Summer months, concluding September 15, 2016; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director of Operations has recommended the following people be hired as Casual 

Laborers: 

 

Water Department:   

Matt Rega, 92 Standish Rd, Hillsdale, NJ   $ 9.50/hr 

Nicolas Brennan, 32 Terrace Lane, Blauvelt, NY  $ 9.50/hr 

Daniel DiBlasi, 38 Pine Drive, Park Ridge, NJ  $ 9.00/hr 

Conner Paller, 66 Second Street, Park Ridge, NJ  $ 9.00/hr 

 

Road Department: 

John Forte, 701 Westwood Ave, River Vale, NJ  $9.50/hr 

 Tyler Lukowski, 149 Dwight Ave, Hillsdale, NJ  $9.50/hr 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Utility Board of the Borough of Park Ridge, has recommended to the Mayor and Council 

that said employees be hired as casual labor employee. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

said employees be hired as casual laborers during the late spring and summer months, concluding September 15, 

2016.  

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016- 139 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT OF TAX APPEALS 

  

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor for the Borough of Park Ridge and the Borough Attorney have 

recommended the settlement of various tax appeals set forth in the schedule attached hereto filed with the Bergen 

County Board of Taxation based upon information submitted both prior to and during 2016 tax appeal hearings; and 

 

WHEREAS, the settlement of said tax appeals is required to correct the assessments on various parcels of 

property; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor and the Borough Attorney have requested the authority to settle said 

appeals and file Stipulations of Settlement for said appeals with the Bergen County Board of Taxation; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the Borough Attorney, upon consultation with and with the consent of the Borough Tax Assessor, may file 

stipulations of settlement with the Bergen County Tax Board for 2016 tax appeals as set forth in the Schedules 

attached hereto. 

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016- 140 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING CREATION OF 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are authorized to create such advisory committees as may be 

necessary in the opinion of the Mayor and Council; and 
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have been made aware of the fact that office/commercial properties 

within the Borough have become vacant and that it is appropriate and desirable for the Borough to encourage 

businesses to locate within the Borough in order to maintain the balanced and diverse use of properties within the 

Borough ; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to establish a committee known as the Economic Development 

Advisory Committee in order to assist in attracting corporations to the Borough in order to add to the Borough's 

already strong and diverse business mix; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to establish a committee having as its principal focus the 

promotion of occupancy in existing vacant commercial sites and other sites within the Borough in an effort to 

revitalize both vacant and currently occupied and developed properties in a manner consistent with the Borough 

Master Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to establish a committee that will assist in developing and 

maintaining the information, literature and data to assist businesses and industries in their expansion and/or 

relocation of businesses and industries;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

there is hereby created an Economic Development Advisory Committee consisting of _____ members to be 

appointed by the Mayor with the consent of the Council, with said Committee created for the purposes of 

encouraging continued commercial development of corporate office parks and similar corporate office space within 

the Borough, engaging in efforts to secure new commercial tenants in corporate office space within the Borough, 

developing measures to foster a business friendly environment for corporate tenants and securing the assistance of 

other governmental agencies in attracting corporate tenants to the Borough of Park Ridge. 

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-141 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE 

COUNTY OF BERGEN TO SECURE HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE PARK RIDGE BOARD OF 

HEALTH 

  

WHEREAS, the Park Ridge Board of Health is statutorily required to provide numerous and various health 

services to the residents of the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Health has previously contracted with the County of Bergen pursuant to a 

Shared Services Agreement for the provision of all required services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Health has advised the Mayor and Council that it wishes to enter into a new 

Shared Services Agreement with the County, a decision confirmed in a Resolution of the Board of Health dated 

April 21, 2016 (Resolution 2016-04) ; and 

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen has provided a proposed five year Shared Services Agreement detailing 

the nature and extent of all services to be provided to the Park Ridge Board of Health, said Agreement being 

attached hereto and made a part hereof; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that it is in the best interests of the residents of the 

Borough for the Board of Health and the Borough to enter into said agreement with the County; and 

 

WHEREAS, said agreement requires the expenditure of $34,952.78 for the 2016 calendar year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has confirmed that there are funds available for 

the completion of the improvement in Account Number 6-01-27-330-000-190; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the Borough and Board of Health are hereby authorized to enter into said Shared Services Agreement for the 

provision of health services to the residents of the Borough as provided in the Agreement attached hereto and made 

a part hereof.  

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016 – 142 

 

RELEASE OF ESCROW – JOSEPH ZANFARDINO 

 

 

 WHEREAS, JOSEPH ZANFARDINO, 232 Homestead Place, known as Block 2406, Lot 4 on the tax map 

of the Borough of Park Ridge, has posted CCO Escrow in the amount of $1,500.00 in 2013; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the CCO Escrow has earned interest in Escrow Sub Account No. 77631457212; and  

 

WHEREAS, there has been a final draw down on the initial deposit from this CCO Escrow Account; and  
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WHEREAS, approvals have been issued to close all permits and JOSEPH ZANDARDINO has received a 

Certificate of Occupancy; and   

 

WHEREAS, there remains in the escrow account $688.00 which the applicant has requested be returned; 

and   

  

 WHEREAS, Technical Assistant Elena Rega has determined there are no outstanding claims against this 

escrow balance and there remains no reason to maintain this escrow account; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the Borough Treasurer is hereby authorized to release the remaining escrow of $688.00 as well as any accrued 

interest to JOSEPH ZANFARDINO.  

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-143 

 

AWARD CONTRACT FOR SOLID WASTE COLLECTION 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge advertised for the receipt of bids for the provision of solid waste 

collection and recyclable collection services, with options,  in accordance with the of  New Jersey Uniform Bid 

Specifications for Solid Waste Collection Contracts for Municipalities that Contract for Solid Waste Collection; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said bids were received on April 12, 2016 pursuant to said solicitation for bids; and 

 

 WHEREAS, two bids were received with a summary of said bids attached to this resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after reviewing the two bids, it is clear that the lowest bidder was Interstate Waste Services of 

New Jersey, Inc., of Teaneck, New Jersey, a copy of said bid response attached hereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after considering all aspects of the responses to the various options contained in the bid 

specifications by the low bidder, including, but not limited to the impact on Borough equipment, the time and effort 

required by Borough employees, and the potential for increases in disposal costs in future years the Mayor and 

Borough Council of the Borough of Park Ridge have determined to award a five (5) year contract commencing on 

June 1, 2016 to Interstate Waste Services of New Jersey, Inc. for Option 2(B)(1) as provided in the bid 

specifications; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is not permitted to continue to dispose of its Number 13 solid waste currently 

collected at the Borough Sulak Lane Compactor facility at the Bergen County Utility Authority designated site, 

however, the low bidder has agreed to accept said number 13 solid waste at its disposal facility at a cost of Seventy 

Dollars ($70.00) per ton; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed said bid submission and deemed it acceptable and in 

accordance with State law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has coordinated a review of this bidder’s references and deemed 

said results acceptable; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds for the 2016 calendar year have been 

budgeted in account No. 6-01-26-305-000-256 and that for the succeeding budget years said certification is 

contingent upon the Governing Body making said appropriation in each of those municipal budget years for the total 

contract amount for Options 2(B)(1) as stated in the aforementioned bid response; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the MANDATORY EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY LANGUAGE  N.J.S.A. 

10:5-31 et seq., N.J.A.C. 17:27 (Exhibit A) is hereby incorporated into this contract and shall be incorporated in full 

in the said contract. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the five (5) year contract for the provision the collection of solid waste, including the acceptance of the Borough's 

No. 13 solid waste from the Borough Sulak Lane facility, be awarded to Interstate Waste Services of New Jersey, 

Inc. and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute a contract on behalf of the Borough of Park Ridge, 

said contract to be in the form as approved by the Borough Attorney. 

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-144 

 

AUTHORIZE POOL STAFF AND SALARIES FOR 2016 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the Park Ridge 

Swimming Pool Commission is hereby authorized to hire at the subscribed rates of pay, the following persons in 

order to operate the Park Ridge Swimming Pool for the 2016 season 
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 BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that Thomas Bauer is appointed Pool Manager for a period of April 1, 

2016 to March 31, 2017 for a sum of $21,525 to be paid in 5 installments. 

 

 

Dolly Lewis   1st Assistant Manager  $30.00/hr 

Andrew Lewis   Asst. Mgr.    $17.60/hr 

John Fogarty   Asst. Mgr.    $17.60/hr 

Josh Aronowitez   Asst. Mgr.    $17.60/hr 

    Life Guard Instructor  $1300/season 

Kevin Origoni   Lifeguard    $15.72/hr 

Jamie DiFiore   Lifeguard    $15.07/hr 

Steve Tinghitella  Lifeguard    $14.15/hr 

Claudia Bonvicino  Lifeguard    $11.58/hr 

Mairead Fahy   Lifeguard    $10.27/hr 

    Co-Head Dive Coach   $600/season 

Kyle Conroy   Lifeguard    $10.27/hr 

Belen Healy   Lifeguard    $11.08/hr 

Dana Kennan   Lifeguard    $11.08/hr 

Valerie Laurer   Lifeguard    $11.08/hr 

Christine Kehrli   Lifeguard    $10.63/hr 

Caroline Kehrli   Lifeguard    $10.63/hr 

Joseph Kohn   Lifeguard    $10.63/hr 

Karen Shen   Lifeguard    $10.63/hr 

    Asst. Swim Team Coach  $450/season 

David Dulberg   Lifeguard    $10.63/hr 

Melissa Dulberg   Lifeguard    $10.63/hr 

Ally Raspanti   Lifeguard    $10.63/hr 

Steve Sorrano   Lifeguard    $10.27/hr 

Scott Desmond   Lifeguard    $10.27/hr 

    Asst. Swim Team Coach  $1100/season 

Sean Brennan   Lifeguard    $10.27/hr 

    Head Swim Team Coach  $1350/season 

    Co-Head Dive Team Coach  $600/season 

Kim Conroy   Lifeguard    $9.91/hr 

Preston DeMarco  Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

Amanda Lauer   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

    Asst. Swim Team Coach  $450/season 

Chris Meyer   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

Kris Conroy   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

Jacqueline Sun   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

Patrick Kohn   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

Ryan Sorrano   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

Alyssa Glynn   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

Jason Rosen   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

Andrew Rosen   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

Mia Barbado   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

Matt DiLorenzo   Lifeguard    $9.59/hr 

John Schwartz   Lifeguard    $8.64/hr 

Tara Fahy   Lifeguard    $8.64/hr 

Evan Kinsey   Lifeguard    $8.64/hr 

Kristin Kirwan   Lifeguard    $8.64/hr 

Jen Porkka   Lifeguard    $11.58/hr 

  

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-145 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

UNIFORM PURCHASE AND MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE 

 

 

WHEREAS, by collective bargaining agreement, members of the Park Ridge Police Department are 

entitled to annual uniform purchase and maintenance allowances of $1000.00 per member; and 

 

WHEREAS, under separate contractual agreement, the Park Ridge Police Captain is entitled to an annual 

uniform purchase and maintenance allowance of $750.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the first payment of $500.00 is to be made with the first payroll following the adoption of the 

Municipal Budget and the second payment of $500.00 is to be made with the first payroll of December; and 

  

WHEREAS, appropriations for such expenditures are included in the 2016 Municipal Budget under Police 

Department, Uniforms 6-01-25-240-000-013. 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the following employees are entitled to said uniform allowance: 

   

 Police Department:  

  Captain Joseph Rampolla ($750)    

  Lieutenant Peter Mauro             

  Sergeant Anthony DiBlasi 

  Sergeant James M. Babcock 

     

 Police Officers: 

Michael Albanese 

Michael Babcock 

Kyle Dutcher 

Daniel Hoffmann 

John Gleason 

Michael Lange 

  Scott Laughton 

  Scott Malloy  

Gerald Powers 

  Christopher Puglis 

Gregory Stalb 

Todd Stowe 

John S. Szot 

Gregory Santangelo 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Treasurer be and he is hereby authorized to make said 

payments according to the aforementioned schedule and to charge said allowances against departmental charge 6-

01-25-240-000-013. 

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-146 

 

AUTHORIZE 2016 STIPEND PAYMENTS 

 

 WHEREAS, the collective bargaining agreement between the Borough of Park Ridge and the Park Ridge 

Utility Employees Association provides for an annual stipend (prorated for lesser service)  for those employees who 

obtain a W-1 Public Water Distribution system license, a T-1 Public Water Treatment license or a C-1 Public 

Wastewater Collection System license; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the collective bargaining agreement between the Borough of Park Ridge and the UPSEU 

Clerical Staff provides for an annual stipend for those employees who obtain certifications in their respective fields; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, the collective bargaining agreement between the Borough of Park Ridge and the NJ State 

PBA, Local 206, Park Ridge Unit provides for an annual stipend to those employees in the Investigative Services 

Bureau; 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the Borough Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to pay the following employees an annual stipend for 

having successfully completed the requirements for the following certifications: 

 

EMPLOYEE LICENSE(S) STIPEND 

James R. Babcock W-1, T-1 $     400 

Daniel P. Boyle W-2, C-2, T-1 $  2,400 

Paul F. Neumann W-2, C-2, T-1 $  2,400 

Jay A. Ottens C-1 $333.33 

Kenneth C. Reynolds W-2, C-2, T-2 $  2,400 

James Leichtnam Lineman Cert. $  6,000 

 Troubleshooter Cert $  1,000 

Shane Geanoules Lineman Cert $  6,000 

Slyvestre Jose Lineman Cert $  6,000 

Robert Murken NEC Electrical Lic. $     700 

Elizabeth Maggio BH Deputy Registrar $     350 

Elena Rega CCO Tech Asst. $     250 

P.O. Michael Babcock Detective $     500 

 

 

 

 

-------------------- 
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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016 – 147 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS - BOROUGH 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the 

following bills in the sum of $1,309,947.87 have been approved and that the Mayor, Clerk and 

Chief Financial Officer are, hereby authorized and directed to issue warrants in payment of same. 
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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-148 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS - UTILITY 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that they 

are in receipt of the following Board of Public Works Utility bills in the sum of $ 406,336.42 

which were previously approved and authorized for payment by the Board of Public Works 

Certifying Officer on May 4, 2016. 

 

 

   

 PAYMENT OF BILLS  

 May 10, 2016  

   

WATER SEE ATTACHED DETAIL $131,795.32 

   

ELECTRIC SEE ATTACHED DETAIL $52,084.93 

ELECTRIC-Purchase of Current SEE ATTACHED DETAIL $115,451.31 

ELECTRIC-Water Transfer SEE ATTACHED DETAIL $104,243.18 

UTILITY TRUST SEE ATTACHED DETAIL $2,761.68 

TOTAL  $406,336.42 
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BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016- 149 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE 

BOROUGH OF OLD TAPPAN 

  

WHEREAS, ,N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et seq. (Interlocal Services Act) and N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 (Uniform Shared 

Services Consolidation Act) authorize interlocal agreements between municipalities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties hereto desire to enter into an Interlocal Agreement whereby the Borough of Park 

Ridge will supply and install four (4) utility poles at Stone Point Park within the Borough of Old Tappan in return 

for payments outlined in the attached Interlocal Shared Services Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, both parties to this Agreement believe that it is in the best interests of the residents of their 

respective communities to enter into the within shared services Agreement; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the attached Interlocal Shared Services Agreement. 

 

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 016-150 

 

REFUND STATE COURT JUDGMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Court entered a 2014 and 2015 Judgment for Block No. 1405, Lot No. 

11; and 

 

WHEREAS, the owners of record are Dennis Hynes and Amy Post at 27 Wield Court, Park Ridge, NJ  

07656; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Court Judgment amount to be refunded is $ 1,781.17; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, in 

the County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that the Director of Finance/CFO refund the total amount of 

$1,781.17 as requested by the Judgment. 

 

-------------------- 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

None 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to approve the minutes as follows: 

 

Closed and Work Session Minutes Dated April 26, 2016 

 

 

A motion was made by Council President Bosi and seconded by Councilmember Misciagna to 

confirm. 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Oppelt, Misciagna, Capilli, Council President Bosi 

 

ABSTAIN: Councilmember Bertini, Councilmember Szot 
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ADJOURN 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Misciagna and seconded by Councilmember Oppelt to 

adjourn the regular Mayor and Council meeting.  

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kelley R. O’Donnell, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 


