
Approved July 28, 2015 

Municipal Building 

Park Ridge, NJ   

June 9, 2015 – 8:15 pm  

 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge was called to order 

at the above, time, place and date. 

 

Mayor Maguire led those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Present:  Councilmember Bertini, Councilmember Hopper, Councilmember Bosi, 

Councilmember Cangialosi, Council President Misciagna,  

Mayor Maguire 

 

Absent: Councilmember Oppelt 

 

Also Present: John Ten Hoeve, Jr., Esq., Borough Attorney 

  Kelley O’Donnell, Borough Clerk/Administrator 

 

    

Mayor Maguire Reads Compliance Statement, as required by Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 

1975, Chapter 231. 

 

 

AGENDA CHANGES 

 

Under the Consent Agenda the following Resolution is to be added: 

 

 Resolution #015-172   - Approval of County Contracts for Certain Items 

 

 

Under the Consent Agenda the following Resolution is to be pulled and put under New Business 

for no other reason than we think it is an important item on tonight’s agenda and we would like 

to give it the full recognition that it deserves. 

 

Resolution #015- 171     Appointment of Joe Kolodziej to Position of Finance Director 

    And Acting Chief Financial Officer 

 

 

PUBLIC PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

Mayor Maguire asks if anyone present wishes to be heard on any matter.  

 

There was no one. 

 

 

ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION 

 

None 

 

 

ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING 

 

None 
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CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

Mayor Maguire asks if any Councilmember would like to have any resolution removed from the 

Consent Agenda and placed under New Business.  

 

Councilmember Hopper: Resolution No. 15-061 – Award of Contract for the Ridge Avenue 

Road Improvement Project – AJM Contracting, Inc. 

 

 

Mayor Maguire asks if any Councilmember would like to abstain from voting on any resolution 

on the consent agenda. 

 

There was no one.  

 

 

Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to accept the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Bosi and seconded by Councilmember Cangialosi to 

confirm.   

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Hopper, Bosi, Cangialosi,   

Council President Misciagna 

 

ABSENT: Councilmember Oppelt 

 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS; 

 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015-158 

 

   AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT OF TAX APPEAL 

                 SARTAK HOLDINGS, INC. 

  

  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge have been advised of the proposed 

settlement of a property tax appeal filed on behalf of Sartak Holdings, Inc. (hereinafter the "tax appeal") covering 

premises known as Lot 1, Block 303 on the Tax Assessment Map for the Borough of Park Ridge; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the said Governing Body has been advised as to the merits of the subject tax appeal by the 

Borough Attorney and the Borough Tax Assessor; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the proposed tax appeal settlement would adjust the taxpayer's assessment from 

$20,850,000.00 to $19,850,000.00 for the 2015 tax year and to $16,500,000.00 for the 2016, 2017 and 2018 tax 

years; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that it is in the best interest of the Borough to settle 

the subject tax appeal in accordance with the settlement proposal set forth hereinabove, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the settlement of the aforesaid tax appeal be finalized so as to adjust the subject property's tax assessment from 

$20,850,000.00 to $19,850,000.00 for the 2015 tax year and to $16,500,00 for the 2016, 2017 and 2018 tax years.  

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 159 

 

AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR 2015 BOROUGH ROAD 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – DLS CONTRACTING, INC. 
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 WHEREAS, on May 21, 2015, the Borough of Park Ridge received bids for the 2015 Road Improvement 

Project; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the bid specifications for the project included a base bid together with alternate bid proposals, 

with a total of four (4) bids having been received by the Borough and                                                                               

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has elected to proceed only with the work described in the base bid and not to 

proceed with the work described in any alternate bid proposals; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the bids were reviewed by the Borough Clerk and Eve Mancuso, P.E. Borough Engineer; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Eve Mancuso recommended that the contract be awarded to DLS Contracting, Inc. as the 

lowest responsible, responsive bidder; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the total bid amount for the base bid submitted by DLS Contracting, Inc. is $652,992.50; and  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the contract for the Borough’s 2015 Road Improvement 

Project be awarded to DLS Contracting, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $652,992.50 pending legal review by the 

Borough Attorney; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has certified the funds are available in 

account number C-04-55-944-500-000 and as provided in an emergency funding resolution adopted by the Borough 

of Park Ridge, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge authorize 

Borough Attorney, John E. Ten Hoeve, Jr. Esq. to prepare and execute a contract with DLS Contracting, Inc., and 

the Borough of Park Ridge in an amount not to exceed $652,992.50. 

 

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 - 160 

 

PARK RIDGE RECREATION COMMITTEE 

SUMMER DAY CAMP 2015 SALARY 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the Recreation 

Committee is hereby authorized to enter into terminable agreements with the following persons, here so named, for 

services associated with the Borough’s Summer Day Camp program.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to make 

payments to said persons in one installment by July 31, 2015, provided proper individual income tax forms, and 

working papers (if applicable) are on file with the Borough.  Vacation/Sick Deductions may be made from the 

installment.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two position of Substitute Program Directors will be assigned to  

two senior level counselors (over 18 years of age) to serve as an “as needed” basis.  Should a director be absent from 

day camp, both substitute directors would serve concurrently – assisting the Co-director who is present at camp.  A 

per diem rate of $75.00 per individual would be offset by the per diem reduction in director pay (1/29 of the summer 

rate for each day the Co-director is not in attendance.), so there would be no additional cost to the Borough. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a longevity structure is included in salaries of employees as follows: 

 

 

THE LONGEVITY STRUCTURE IS IN INCREMENTS OF $25.00 WITH A $125.00 (6 YEAR) MAXIMUM. 

 

LONGEVITY IS BASED ON PRIOR CONSECUTIVE YEARS SERVED.  THE CURRENT YEAR IS NOT 

INCLUDED IN THE CALCULATIONS. CREDIT IS GIVEN FOR CONSECUTIVE YEAR(S) WORKED. 

SHOULD A COUNSELOR WISH TO RETURN TO SERVICE AFTER YEARS AWAY FROM THE 

PROGRAM, HE/SHE WILL BE INELIGIBLE DURING HIS/HER FIRST YEAR OF RETURN AND THEN 

RECEIVE 1 YEAR OF LONGEVITY AT THE START OF HIS/HER 2ND YEAR, AND SO ON… 

 

TIME SERVED AS A COUNSELLOR IN TRAINING (CIT) COUNTS TOWARDS LONGEVITY AS LONG AS 

THERE IS NO BREAK IN SERVICE AND THE YEARS ARE CONSECUTIVE. LONGEVITY IS AWARDED 

TO COUNSELORS WHO HAVE MAINTAINED GOOD STANDING THROUGH THE SUMMER AND 

WHOSE ATTENDANCE IS 100%. 
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    Gr Base Pay Longevity Total Salary 

DIRECTORS 

    

  

Cheryl Shaw       $4,650.00  

Rob  Cerabona       $4,650.00  

COUNSELORS 

    

  

Lindsay Beer C $675.00  $150.00  $825.00  

Steven DeVincent C $675.00  $25.00  $700.00  

Christine DeVita C $675.00  $50.00  $725.00  

Michael Weinberg C $675.00  $100.00  $775.00  

Sabrina Fitzpatrick 12 $575.00  $50.00  $625.00  

Christina Kvopka 12 $575.00  $50.00  $625.00  

Cara Mastrangelo 12 $575.00  $75.00  $650.00  

Megan O'Keefe 12 $575.00  $0.00  $575.00  

Anna Rizzie 12 $575.00  $0.00  $575.00  

Alyssa Weinberg 12 $575.00  $100.00  $675.00  

Faith Azevedo 11 $475.00  $50.00  $525.00  

Callie Bohus 11 $475.00  $25.00  $500.00  

Diana DeVita 11 $475.00  $25.00  $500.00  

Rachel Galdi 11 $475.00  $50.00  $525.00  

Vincent Iopollo 11 $475.00  $75.00  $550.00  

Jake Torsland 11 $475.00  $0.00  $475.00  

Timothy Chandler 10 $375.00  $0.00  $375.00  

Alison Ciarletta 10 $375.00  $50.00  $425.00  

Erica Cowper 10 $375.00  $50.00  $425.00  

Evan Kinsey 10 $375.00  $25.00  $400.00  

Chris Mahoney 10 $375.00  $50.00  $425.00  

Dana Soulas 10 $375.00  $50.00  $425.00  

Julia Wharton 10 $375.00  $50.00  $425.00  

Jack  Burns 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

Michele  Galdi 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

Dustin  Glynn 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

Philip Iocono 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

Andrew Javier 10 $375.00  $50.00  $425.00  

Ryan Kvopka 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

Nick Lister 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

Alex  Matuson 9 $275.00  $0.00  $275.00  

Jack McDermott 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

Zach Papataros 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

Allison Santos 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

Nick Shappell 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

Mia  Shaw 9 $275.00  $25.00  $300.00  

LIFEGUARDS           

Melanie Lewis     $50/day   $50/day 

Jaime Di Fiore     $50/day   $50/day 

ALTERNATES       

Claudia Bonvicino     $50/day   $50/day 
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Dana Keenan     $50/day   $50/day 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 162 

 

AUTHORIZING VOUCHER NO. 6 

Borough Hall Renovations 

Catcord Construction Company, Inc.  

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge awarded a contract to Catcord 

Construction Company, Inc. on October 14, 2014 for $167,500.00 for the Borough Hall Renovations; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Catcord Construction Company, Inc. has requested payment for the work completed to date; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Architect by way of letter dated  May 26, 2015 a copy of which is attached, has certified 

that the work is completed as stated; and  

 

  Original Contract Amount  $ 167,500.00 

  Change Order Amount  $   10,660.00 

  Amended Contract Amount  $ 178,160.00 

  Work Completed to Date  $ 178,160.00 

  5% retainage   $     8,908.00 

  Less Previously Paid  $ 169,252.00      

  Amount due Contractor  $     8,908.00 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer had certified the funds are available in Account No. C- 04-55-

942-000-001. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to make payment of Voucher No. 6 to Catcord Construction in the amount 

of  

$ 8,908.00 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that payment be processed with the June 9, 2015 Payment of Bills. 

 

-------------------- 

 

 

 BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 163 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS - BOROUGH 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the following bills in 

the sum of $2,545,637.57 have been approved and that the Mayor, Clerk and Chief Financial Officer are hereby 

authorized and directed to issue warrants in payment of same. 
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-------------------- 

 

 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 164  

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS - UTILITY 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that they 

are in receipt of the following Board of Public Works Utility bills in the sum of $942,543.38   

which were previously approved and authorized for payment by the Board of Public Works 

Certifying Officer. 
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-------------------- 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 165 

 

AUTHORIZE RECEIPT OF SEALED BIDS 

 

Department of Public Works – Tree Trimming  

 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge Department of Public Works, due to normal operation and 

maintenance of the Borough Streets and Parks there is a need to contract for tree trimming and removal services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, over a one (1) year period, the anticipated expenditure for said maintenance is over $36,000; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the provisions of New Jersey Statute 40A:11-4 requires the public advertising for bids when 

anticipated expenditures are over $36,000.00; and  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 

hereby authorize the receipt of sealed bids for unit prices for the purchase of tree trimming and removal services. 

 

-------------------- 

 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 166 

 

AUTHORIZE RECEIPT OF SEALED BIDS 

 

Department of Utility - Water  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge Water Department due to normal operation and maintenance of 

the water distribution system, the water department needs to purchase various water distribution materials and 

supplies; and 
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 WHEREAS, over a one (1) year period, the anticipated expenditure for said maintenance is over $36,000; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the provisions of New Jersey Statute 40A:11-4 requires the public advertising for bids when 

anticipated expenditures are over $36,000.00; and  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 

hereby authorize the receipt of sealed bids for unit prices for the purchase of various water distribution materials and 

supplies. 

 

-------------------- 

 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 167 

 

AUTHORIZE RECEIPT OF SEALED BIDS 

 

Department of Utility - Electric  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge Electric Department due to normal operation and maintenance of 

the electric distribution system, the electric department needs to purchase various electric distribution materials and 

supplies; and 

 

 WHEREAS, over a one (1) year period, the anticipated expenditure for said maintenance is over $36,000; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the provisions of New Jersey Statute 40A:11-4 requires the public advertising for bids when 

anticipated expenditures are over $36,000.00; and  

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 

hereby authorize the receipt of sealed bids for unit prices for the purchase of various electric distribution materials 

and supplies. 

 

-------------------- 

 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 168 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF ADA CURB RAMP IMPROVEMENT CONTRACT 

WITH P.A. CONTRACTORS INC. 

 

 WHEREAS,  the Borough has previously entered into an Interlocal Agreement with the County of Bergen 

wherein the County has agreed to fund the construction of ADA compliant curb ramps within the Borough of Park 

Ridge; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to said Agreement, the County of Bergen has required that the Borough enter into a 

Curb Ramp Construction Contract with the successful bidder of the County's ADA Cooperative Curb Ramp 

Construction Bid; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the County of Bergen has advised the Borough that P.A. Contractors, Inc. is the successful 

bidder pursuant to said Construction Bid; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into an agreement with P.A. Contractor's Inc. for the completion 

of the curb ramp construction within the Borough at a cost of $116,821.72, said amount to be funded by the County 

of Bergen as set forth in more detail in the existing Agreements between the Borough and the County of Bergen, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 

hereby authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to enter into a Contract with P.A. Contractors, Inc. for the 

completion of ADA Compliant Ramps in accordance with the terms and conditions of the prior Agreement between 

the Borough and the County of Bergen in a form approved by the Borough Attorney.   

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 169 

 

RELEASE OF ESCROW CINGULAR WIRELESS 

 

 

 WHEREAS, CINGULAR WIRELESS, 208 Hawthorne Avenue, known as Lot 1403, Block 1 on the tax 

map of the Borough of Park Ridge, has posted a Planning and Zoning Review Bond in the amount of $834.75 in 

2007; and  
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 WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Review Bond has earned interest in Escrow Sub Account No. 

7760316734; and  

 

WHEREAS, there has been no draw down on the initial deposit from this Planning and Zoning Review 

Bond; and  

 

WHEREAS, CINGULAR WIRELESS has withdrawn their application; and   

 

WHEREAS, there remains in the escrow account $850.33 which the applicant has requested be returned; 

and   

  

 WHEREAS, the Land Use Administrator Julie Falkenstern has determined there are no outstanding claims 

against this escrow balance and there remains no reason to have an escrow account. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

the Borough Treasurer is hereby authorized to release the remaining escrow of $834.75 as well as any accrued 

interest to CINGULAR WIRELESS.  

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 170 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 2016 FORD FUSION SE 4RD SEDAN HYBRID 

FWD 

CONTRACT WITH APPROVED STATE CONTRACT VENDOR  

Hertrich Fleet Services Inc. 

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and 

N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the 

State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State contracts entered into on behalf of the State by 

the Division of Purchase and Property in the Department of the Treasury; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Electric and Water Department need to purchase a new vehicle for the Meter Reader to 

replace the 2003 Toyota Prius Hybrid, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director of Operations has investigated the options to purchase a vehicle under as New 

Jersey State Bid contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after evaluating the options for the a purchase of a new meter reading vehicle, the Director of 

Operations has recommended purchasing a Ford Fusion Hybrid, a hybrid electric vehicle utilizing both electric and 

gas power to significantly increase fuel efficiency and lower gas emissions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director of Operations has requested permission for the purchase of a 2016 Model Ford 

Fusion Hybrid pursuant to State Contract #A78758 from Hertrich Fleet Services Inc. located at 1427 Bay Road, 

Milford DE as outlined in the attached quote for a total of $ 25,465.00; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge wishes to purchase said vehicle from Hertrich Fleet Services Inc. 

located at 1427 Bay Road, Milford DE through this resolution and properly issued Purchase Order, which shall be 

subject to all the conditions applicable to the current State Contract as follows; and 

 

WHEREAS, funds in the Electric and Water Utility Budget have been allocated for the purchase of the 

vehicle; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works affirms the recommendation to purchase the hybrid electric 

vehicle. 

   

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available in Account No’s. #5-07-55-

502-000-514 and #5-05-55-512-000-588. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 

authorizes the purchase of the above stated goods and services from Hertrich Fleet Services Inc. located at 1427 Bay 

Road, Milford DE pursuant to the above in the total amount of  

$ 25,465.00. 

 

-------------------- 

 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 172 

 

APPROVAL OF COUNTY CONTRACTS FOR CERTAIN ITEMS 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge is enrolled in the County’s Registered Cooperative Pricing 

System #11-BeCCP and the Bergen County Cooperative Purchasing System #CK-04; and  
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WHEREAS, the County supplier agrees to make his products and county contract prices available to all 

municipalities which are enrolled, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 

hereby authorizes the purchase of the following county contracted items by personnel of the Borough: 

 

Commodity   Bid No.  Contract Period 

 

Fuel Oil #2   #14-98  09/21/2014 – 09/20/2015 

Gasoline    #14-100  09/21/2014 – 09/20/2015 

Diesel Fuel   #14-99  09/21/2014 – 09/20/2015 

Rock Salt   #14-63  10/01/2014 – 09/30/2015  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to the Director of 

Operations, CFO and the Borough Auditor.   

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

We received a thank you card from the Greenwood Lake Ambulance Corps for our donation in 

memory of our friend and former employee, Jeannine Hosselet. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

Mayor Maguire:   We have a resolution on tonight for the appointment of Joseph Kolodziej  to 

the position of Finance Director and acting Chief Financial Officer.  This was done after an 

extensive search and review and we wanted to welcome Mr. Kolodziej. 

 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 171 

 

APPOINTMENT OF JOSEPH KOLODZIEJ AS FINANCE DIRECTOR AND ACTING CHIEF 

FINANCIAL OFFICER AND FIXING 2015 SALARY 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge requires the services of a Finance Director and licensed Chief 

Financial Officer; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have solicited requests for proposals for the position of Finance 

Director and Chief Financial Officer; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the statutes of the State of New Jersey permit the Borough to appoint a temporary Chief 

Financial Officer; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after carefully considering all potential applicants for the position of Finance Director and 

acting Chief Financial Officer, the Mayor and Council wish to appoint JOSEPH KOLODZIEJ as Finance Director 

and acting Chief Financial Officer of the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the term of this appointment is for a period of six months commencing on June 15, 2015 and 

ending on December 31, 2015; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge also have adopted Borough Ordinance 

2015-009 which sets salary ranges for certain municipal positions for the year 2015; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge will also adopt a separate Exempt 

Employee Salary Resolution fixing the actual salaries to be paid to exempt employees; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to fix the 2015 salary for the combined position of Finance 

Director and acting Chief Financial Officer, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 

JOSEPH KOLODZIEJ is hereby appointed to the position of Finance Director and acting Chief Financial Officer for 
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the Borough of Park Ridge, said appointment to commence as of June 15, 2015 and end on December 31, 2015 

subject to the following terms and conditions:  

 

1. JOSEPH KOLODZIEJ shall receive an annual base salary of $115,000.00. 

 

2. Upon securing a "Municipal Finance Officer Certificate" from the State of New Jersey the annual base 

salary of JOSEPH KOLODZIEJ shall be increased to an annual base salary of $123,750.00, with said 

increase payable only for the balance of the calendar year from the date of issuance of the Certificate. 

 

 3.  The stated 2015 salary set forth herein shall not be deemed to include the $1,250.00 annual stipend 

(adjusted on a pro rata basis for the 2015 calendar year) payable for attending meetings. 

  

4.  JOSEPH KOLODZIEJ shall be entitled to two weeks of vacation for the remaining portion of the 2015 

calendar year. 

 

 

Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to approve Resolution No. 015-171 - Appointment of Joseph 

Kolodziej as Finance Director and acting Chief Financial Officer and Fixing 2015 Salary 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Bosi and seconded by Councilmember Cangialosi to 

confirm. 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Hopper, Bosi, Cangialosi,   

Council President Misciagna 

 

ABSENT: Councilmember Oppelt 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thank you.  Joe, welcome aboard – good to have you. 

 

 

 

SUSPEND THE REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to suspend the regular order of business to Administer the 

Oath of Office to the Director of Finance and acting Chief Financial Officer.  

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Bosi and seconded by Councilmember Cangialosi to 

confirm. 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Hopper, Bosi, Cangialosi,   

Council President Misciagna 

 

ABSENT: Councilmember Oppelt 

 

 

SWEARING IN OF DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 

AND ACTING CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

 

     Joseph Kolodziej 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 015 – 161 

 

AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR THE RIDGE AVENUE 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – AJM CONTRACTING, INC. 

 

 WHEREAS, on May 21, 2015, the Borough of Park Ridge received bids for a road improvement project 

known and designated as the RIDGE AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the bid specifications for the project included only a base bid with a total of four (4) bids 

having been received by the Borough and                                                                               

 

 WHEREAS, the bids were reviewed by the Borough Clerk and Eve Mancuso, P.E. Borough Engineer; and  
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 WHEREAS, Eve Mancuso recommended that the contract be awarded to AJM Contracting, Inc. as the 

lowest responsible, responsive bidder; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the total bid amount for the base bid submitted by AJM Contracting, Inc. is $231,730.00; and  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the contract for the Borough’s Ridge Avenue Road 

Improvement Project be awarded to AJM Contracting, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $231,730.00 pending legal 

review by the Borough Attorney; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer has certified the funds are available in 

account number C-04-55-944-500-000 and as provided in an emergency funding resolution adopted by the Borough 

of Park Ridge, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge authorize 

Borough Attorney, John E. Ten Hoeve, Jr. Esq., to prepare and execute a contract with AJM Contracting, Inc., and 

the Borough of Park Ridge in an amount not to exceed $231,730.00. 

 

 

Councilmember Hopper;  I am going to be voting against the award of AJM.   We recently 

went through a project with them in Mill Pond Phase II and last year we had a paving project but 

specifically this Mill Pond Phase II.   In my opinion, they did win the award for being the lowest 

bid contractor and we are obligated to accept the lowest responsible bidder.   In my opinion, a 

good contractor doesn’t leave a job in progress for a three-week period.   They don’t leave piles 

of debris when you have children playing in the back in the ball fields.  Kids are kids – they are 

going to be going up and down piles of rocks and blacktop and soil and things like that.   I’ve 

seen many emails with our Engineer, our Planner, and our Administrator that they have not heard 

back from the contractor.   So in good conscience, I will not be voting to award them another 

project. 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thank you, Steve, and you are certainly entitled to vote.   The only thing 

that I would add to that is, as we discussed previously, that one of the things that the Council has 

determined to do is to make sure there is a firm schedule in place with AJM Contracting to make 

sure they adhere to the schedule and there is the appropriate bonding in place.   To your point, 

the Borough with that project incurred some of the delays.   I won’t say that AJM was the best 

contractor we’ve ever had in the Borough, but some of the delays that were incurred were self-

inflicted, if you will, and we hopefully learn from that and we certainly are going to, and we’ve 

discussed this previously, but like I said, you are entitled to vote but we will make sure that they 

are on a firm schedule with a firm start and complete dates for Ridge Avenue Road Improvement 

Project. 

 

Councilmember Hopper: I’d like to see them get to “responsible” – that is the part that they 

are lacking in my opinion. 

 

Council President Misciagna: I would just like to make a quick comment – that our legal 

advice was that based on their last project, we probably didn’t have enough to declare them an 

irresponsible bidder so the choices that the Council had was either to not pave Ridge and wait till 

next year or have them do it.   I think if we keep them on a short leash we can make sure that it is 

done right. 

 

Councilmember Bosi: And Steve, being the liaison to the Utility Department which 

oversees the Road Program, I’m going to be intimately involved.  I will be at the pre-con 

meeting and making sure that guy fully understands the deadlines. 

 

Councilmember Hopper: I hope it works.   You can understand my skepticism. 

 

 

Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to approve Resolution No.  015 – 161 - Award of Contract for 

the Ridge Avenue Road Improvement Project – AJM Contracting, Inc. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Bosi and seconded by Council President Misciagna. 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Bosi, Cangialosi,   

Council President Misciagna 

 

NAYES: Councilmember Hopper 
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ABSENT: Councilmember Oppelt 

 

 

 

REPORTS OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

 

Councilmember Cangialosi:   First let me start off with Stigma Free Park Ridge.  I have a 

timeline which I am actually going to distribute to you all to let you know what they have done 

recently.  May was a good month for them.   They actually gave out lime green bracelets to all of 

the school students and what the school did was they had the kids, if they wanted to, sign a 

pledge saying that they were committed to it.   They actually hung the pledges up in the lobby.  

Also with that, Shelby Klein has been the groups’ lead – I know June could attest to that because 

she works closely with them as well.   She is absolutely fantastic in what she does and she is 

exactly what we needed to really rally this group forward.   She was down in Trenton last 

Thursday.   The Assembly Human Services Committee had a resolution up that would basically 

encourage every municipality in New Jersey and the County to adopt Stigma Free Ordinances.  

She spoke on behalf of Stigma Free Park Ridge and she was down there with other mental health 

advocates.   That passed unanimously through the Committee and it is poised for a vote, I believe 

this Thursday, for the Fall Assembly.  They have been doing a lot of great things especially 

within the last month or two and I’m excited to see where they take it because they just passed 

the one month anniversary.  If you remember around this year the end of May, we declared the 

Borough Stigma Free and then the group just kind of launched.   They’ve done a lot in a year – 

they picked up a lot of steam.    

Other than that, the Lighting Detection System is scheduled to be up at the end of June so I know 

that is important to a lot of people – especially now as the weather is starting to turn we are 

starting to get more thunderstorms so just still a reminder for everybody to be vigilant when they 

are out on the fields.   I know that everybody relies upon the Lightning Detection System but it is 

good to know - trust what you know about the weather – if you see it turning get off the fields -

but the email alerts are working – so for the coaches and everybody subscribed to it, they are still 

getting the messages if a storm is coming which is great. 

Mayor Maguire: Good point – it is important for everyone to heed those alarms and get off 

the field because we did have those fatalities in Montvale not too long ago.  Thank you, Ryan. 

Councilmember Bosi:  Thanks, Mayor.   

 

On the Finance Front – I would like to welcome Joe Kolodziej as Park Ridge’s CFO and I am 

looking forward to working closely with Joe and his team.  Our annual audit is complete and I 

would like to thank the Finance Department for their help in the process.   This year was 

extremely tough on the Finance team due to being short staffed and I would like to thank 

everyone for going above and beyond. 

 

On the Utilities Front - Water Department – two weeks ago the Utility Board met with 

representatives of Woodcliff Lake regarding Well #21 and the placement of the well and the land 

that needs to be acquired by Woodcliff Lake.  Happy to report they had a good call with their 

Council President and Councilwoman Chiavelli – they are on board with getting that parcel of 

land.  Bill just has to get me a few things.  In addition, the Water Department will be testing the 

valves on the roads that are on our 2015 Road Program.  By doing this testing they can determine 

if the valves are in need of replacement prior to the paving of the roads. 

 

Electric Department – The plans for the third sub-station are moving forward and we will be 

working in conjunction with PSE&G in getting this enormous task done.   During the torrential 

storms of two Sundays ago there were two minor issues.   One was on Perry Street where it 

appears the lightning struck a wire and knocked out power in the area which was quickly 

restored by the Electric Department and the second was a pole on fire, actually on Monday, on 

Degroff which was taken care of as well by the Electric Department. 

 

Road Department – within a few weeks we will be starting on the 2015 Road Program.   As 

mentioned, the storms played havoc with the Road Department with many trees and tree limbs 
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down which were quickly addressed by the Road Department.   Additionally, we’ve had an issue 

on Park Avenue by Broadway which the County will be addressing. 

 

Just a reminder to our residents, the Recycling Center is open each Saturday from 9:00 am -

2:00pm and according to Pete Wayne, it has been really, really busy since the spring time. 

 

Library  -  the total circulation for April was 15,403 books/periodicals, and the Library 

attendance for April was 4,760 which was up from last April which was 3,910.   Being on the 

Library Board has really enlightened me on how much our Library here in Park Ridge is used, 

not only from the number of items that are circulated, but just by the number of people that go to 

our Library.   Again, my eyes were opened.   Chris, our Library Director, will be at our town 

picnic this Saturday promoting the summer reading.   Please stop by and speak to Chris about the 

activities for the summer.  That’s it, Mayor. 

 

 

Mayor Maguire: Excellent, thanks, Rich.  Are you going to do Councilman Oppelt? 

 

Councilman Bosi: I have Bob’s.  Yes. 

 

 

Councilmember Oppelt: Bob would like to thank the American Legion for their annual 

work in putting the Tri-Boro Memorial Day Parade together.   It takes an enormous amount of 

coordination to assemble the various groups and I believe Park Ridge was well represented.  Bob 

must also give a thank you for the help and support of the Park Ridge Road Department and Park 

Ridge Recreation Committee for setting up the various venues.  One additional note of thanks – 

to our Garden Club for all of the flowers that are lining Park Avenue.   Because we had a late 

start due to the weather, most of that work was accomplished on Memorial Day weekend.   

 

May was a busy month for the members of PKRG.   In addition to all the various sporting events 

recorded the group has been busy with the following:  they have broadcasted live both the Mayor 

and Council Meeting of May 12th and for the first time they presented a live broadcast of the 

Memorial Day Parade.   A special thanks to Patty Mauro for her work as MC of the Parade.   The 

recorded version of the Parade is showing on PKRG and the schedule is posted on our website.   

They also recorded the Memorial Day service that was held at Veteran’s Park.   Both of these 

shows will continue to be shown on Cablevision Channel 77 and Verizon Channel 22.   Last 

Tuesday evening, Keith and Bob had the opportunity to attend the High School Seniors’ Awards 

night.   During this event, there were over fifty presenters that awarded the students of the class 

of 2015.   Bob and Keith presented the Mayor’s Community Service Award and Keith will report 

on those recipients in his report.   

 

Mayor Maguire: Excellent, thanks, Rich, we will let Bob know that you did an excellent job 

filling in for him.   I have to agree – Memorial Day was one of the best that we’ve ever had in 

town and it was great to see everyone out and I was honored, and I mentioned it in my speech 

that day that I attended a ceremony at the American Legion for the greatest generation where 

they recognized the folks that served in World War II  who most of them are in their nineties 

now – we have several in Park Ridge – so they were well represented and it was a great group of 

folks and it was nice to have them recognized on Memorial Day.  Thank you. 

 

 

Councilmember Hopper:    Thank you, Mayor. Probably the hottest one right now is the Picnic 

which is scheduled for this Saturday.   Everyone is concerned about the weather and we will be 

making a call by Thursday midday if there is going to be a rain date for it.   The rain date will be 

on Sunday if that happens but we will be giving folks enough time by midday Thursday so this 

way they can make changes to their plans.   I would like to thank Steve Masson, the Chairman, 

and Mike Rea, the Vice Chairman, and all the members of the Committee for all the work that 

has gone into this and our new Rec Director, Liz Falkenstern.   She has been working real hard 

and everything is coming together nicely – we just need Mother Nature to help out.   

 

With the park in the back, I would like to point out that Pete Jacobsen, from Jacobsen 

Landscaping, has volunteered to water the plants on his own so this way they don’t die.  He is a 

businessman who goes above and beyond – not only does he do the watering for the plants in the 

back there, but all the flowers that are on the streetscapes as well. 
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Pool Front – Everything is in full swing – the slide project was awarded to a contractor and we 

are working on getting a job site meeting so that we can get some of the underground utilities to 

that slide and the cement in anticipation of receiving the slide.  We are going ahead and getting a 

defibrillator up at the pool next week so that way there will be one up at the pool.   The painting 

for the bathrooms was completed at the pool by Frank Izzo Painting.  The volleyball court was 

installed by Barry Stein and it is being enjoyed by many of the members and their families. 

 

Green Team – James McDermott and Barbara Coleman worked very hard and the office staff as 

well - Kelley and Bill Beattie and many other folks, on submitting for Sustainable Jersey for 

recertification of the bronze.   Betsy Thomason had a nature walk at Atkins Glen.   This past 

weekend Barbara Coleman and a group of volunteers worked on pulling knotweeded Electric 

Lake pond, and if that is not enough, at the Pascack Brook, Mark Falcon, the environmental 

teacher at the high school – science teacher  - but runs the Environmental Club – they did a 

stream monitoring at the Pascack Brook.   

 

PRAA – As Ryan reported, the Lightning Detection System is being emailed now so the coaches 

are happy about that.  There was a wire that was replaced underground at Sulak Field so the 

lighting is back up and working again. They had a very successful baseball and softball season 

that is coming to an end and they will be at the picnic having field activities so we’ve revived 

that as well.   

 

Access for All –  Down at Lehman Gardens I had built some raised gardens for the folks down 

there so that they can have vegetables and they can access it from using the wheelchairs and we 

had the Rotary Club and sixth graders because they needed a service project for their graduation 

and we had over forty people attend so it worked out very well.  That’s it. 

 

 

Mayor Maguire: Excellent, thank you.  That’s enough – that is a busy month for you and 

everybody is excited about the town picnic.   What is the weather forecast at this point? 

 

Councilman Hopper: I don’t want to talk about it. 

 

Mayor Maguire: O.k.  Looking forward to it and the seniors will be free again – we’ll have 

food trucks and all kinds of new things going on.   Exciting stuff so thank you.   I was very 

impressed with the Green Team.  Please thank them for the knotweed removal there.   I think it is 

going to be an ongoing thing because it is a very invasive plant there and it has taken over that 

area there.  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember Bertini:    Thank you, Mayor.   The Golden Age Club just received today 

copies of the video that was taken of their “50th Anniversary Party” back in February and they 

were thrilled with it.  They are planning another big luncheon on June 25th – they do them four 

times a year.  I have learned very quickly that they are very much a fun loving group and much 

younger than their years would seem to dictate.   

 

I also collaborated with Betsy Thomason and other members of the Green Team on the 

Sustainable Jersey application this year on the health sections of that application.   At the picnic, 

the Mayor’s Wellness Team, Stigma Free and the Board of Health will be sharing a table and we 

have a lot of great information and handouts to distribute.  Speaking of health, the Weight Loss 

Challenge ended the end of May and in total we had twenty people sign up – thirteen completed 

the program – lost between zero and 9.4 pounds and the median weight loss was 3 pounds. 

 

Last, but very definitely not least, the Board of Health and the Mayor’s Wellness Committee are 

sponsoring a program that is being conducted by members of the County Health Department.   It 

is a Stanford University program called “Take Control of Your Health” and it is for folks with 

chronic illnesses or caretakers of people with chronic illnesses.   This is the second time that we 

have done this program.   We only had nine people the first go around which was about two or 

three years ago and this session has fifteen people taking it and the reaction has been really, 

really positive.   They really love it. 

 

Mayor Maguire:  Excellent.   Thank you, June.   Is it June 24th for the Golden Age? 

 



37  Minutes of the Mayor and Council  June 9, 2015 

 

Councilmember Bertini: It is June 25th – I think they only send out invitations for their 

January 1st. 

 

Mayor Maguire:  I don’t think that I will be available that day anyway.  Thank you. 

 

 

Council President Misciagna:  Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Last week we had some sad news 

– we had a young lady who got hit by a train just north of the train station on Madison Avenue.   

It was a 37-year old resident and she unfortunately did not survive.   I mentioned that because I 

just wanted to speak about the Police Officers that showed up – it was Lt. Mauro, Officer 

Gleason and Officer Szot who administered first aid and kept her as comfortable as possible 

before she was transmitted to the hospital where she passed away.  In today’s age where every 

time you turn the television on you see the Police in a situation where they are doing the wrong 

thing, I want to commend the three Officers for making her as comfortable as possible during her 

short time after being hit.   I wanted to mention that. 

 

Bob Oppelt mentioned that last week we also gave out the Mayor’s Service Awards.   We gave 

out six of those and Bob asked me to read the names into the record.   All six of them make me 

feel very lazy.   In no particular order,  I just want to give you a short little synopsis of what 

they’ve done.   It is short synopsis. 

 

Scott Galdi – who earned his Eagle Scout Award; he volunteered at the Town Picnic, the 

town Car Show and holiday events.   He volunteered for local political campaigns. 

 

Alyssa Laxer – PEAK Mentoring Program; volunteer with Relay for Life; Special 

Olympics Bowling and the Paint the Path Color Run; participant in Ridgewood YMCA 

summer camp as a volunteer. 

 

Alex Maccaro -  also an Eagle Scout – which always amazes me the amount of work that 

these kids put in to do that.   He was a PEAK mentor; volunteered at the town picnic and 

holiday events; volunteer at Camp Turrell - Boy Scout volunteer and leadership camp.  

 

Elias Marcopoulos – he was a Mini and Magnificent Maestro volunteer music group; 

school library volunteer;  head Altar boy at St. Aloysius Church; volunteer at West Ridge 

Enrichment Program. 

 

Kaitlin Morley – volunteer with Relay for Life and Special Olympics; served as a Youth 

Group Leader and  Teacher’s Assistant at our Lady of Mercy Church; a volunteer at 

Hackensack Soup Kitchen and Food Drive. 

 

Erini Papas – earned her Bronze, Gold, and Silver Awards for the Girl Scouts; 

volunteered as a Sunday school teacher, volunteered for programs to assist the homeless 

and food pantries; assist children at St. Basil’s Orphanage. 

 

When I first heard that there were six, I thought that maybe we had too many but every single 

one of them earned it and we are in good hands.   I always thought that the younger generation 

was a little lazy but these kids certainly are not.   I did want to read that into the record, and last 

but not least, I want to welcome Joe aboard – we are looking forward to good things from you, 

Joe. 

 

 

Mayor Maguire: Thank you, Keith, and I do want to say thank you for covering while I was 

away last week, for Bob and yourself for covering those Community Service Awards, and for 

Ryan for covering the Eagle Scout Award presentations as well.  The other thing that I will 

mention is, and Steve mentioned it before, the Davies Field Project – we recognize that it has 

been a major inconvenience at Davies Field with the change in the parking and whereas we are 

wrapping that project up we’ll been trying to educate everyone as to how the traffic flows 

through there and trying to help improve the parking there as well.    

 

One other thing, New Jersey Transit - we have been in constant contact with New Jersey Transit 

in trying to advocate for the repair of the pavers at the train station.   They sent us a note 

requesting our patience – they’ve been working “internally”  to resolve, I guess, a policy issue 
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that they have internally at the transit in terms of correcting a safety issue vs. their policy towards 

requiring ADA improvements for any upgrades to the station.  We are going to keep the pressure 

on New Jersey Transit but unfortunately there is no end in sight to this ongoing issue with the 

pavers and the safety issue there.   

 

I did have a fun day in terms of having the 4th Grade Historic Walk come through.   The kids are 

always great to hear their impressions of Borough Hall.  They also met with Bill Beattie and Bill 

gave them a tour of Mill Pond and explained the history of the Electric and Water Company and 

explained what the Mayor and Council does and I gave them a tour of Borough Hall.  I received 

four very nice colored thank you letters from the 4th Graders yesterday – fun stuff. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 

Mayor Maguire asks for a motion to approve the minutes as follows: 

 

Closed and Work Session Minutes Dated May 26, 2015 

 

Public Hearing Minutes dated April 14, 2015 

 

 

A motion was made by Council President Misciagna and seconded by Councilmember Bosi to 

confirm. 

 

 

AYES: Councilmembers Bertini, Hopper, Bosi, Cangialosi,   

Council President Misciagna 

 

ABSENT: Councilmember Oppelt 

 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Bosi and seconded by Council President Misciagna to 

adjourn the regular Mayor and Council meeting.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kelley R. O’Donnell, RMC 

Borough Clerk/Administrator 


