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Municipal Building 
Borough of Park Ridge 
April 24, 2012–8:18 pm 

Public Hearing  
2012 Municipal Budget 

 
 
Present:   Councilmember Galdi, Councilmember Kilmartin, Councilmember Oppelt 

Councilmember Bosi, Councilmember Hopper, Council President Misciagna, 
Mayor Maguire 

 
Absent:    None 
 
Also Present:   John Ten Hoeve, Jr., Esq. Borough Attorney 
  Jeff Bliss, RMA, Borough Auditor 
  Colleen Ennis, CFO 

 Kelley O’Donnell, Borough Clerk/Administrator 
 

Mayor Maguire Reads Compliance Statement, as required by Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 
1975, Chapter 231. 
 
Mayor Maguire announces that this is the night in which the Public Presentation of the 2012 
Municipal Budget has been scheduled. Mayor Maguire thanked Councilman Bosi, 
Councilwoman Kilmartin and the Borough staff for all their hard work during the preparation of 
the 2012 Budget. 
 
Mayor Maguire introduced Finance Committee Chairman Rich Bosi. 
 
Councilman Bosi stated that he wanted to highlight the fact that the Borough was able to prepare 
a budget, within the guidelines of the State with no decrease in employees or cuts in services. 
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George Heller – 80 Second Street -thanked Councilman Bosi for the presentation. Mr. Heller 
asked for clarification on the equalization of ratio methods. He further stated that it appears that 
the values in Park Ridge have increased approximately 10%. Mr. Heller also asked for 
clarification on the message in the Mayor’s Newsletter in which the Mayor advised that the 
process began with a zero base for budgeting.  
 
Councilman Bosi explained that the 2012 Budget process began with a zero increase over 2011. 
The Finance Committee went line by line through the budget. The Finance Committee started at 
zero and added back into the budget if a need was determined. 
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George Heller stated that over the years there had been a decrease in communications to the 
residents, he applauds the initiative to increase communication. 
 
George Heller asked if the deferred expenses were related to Hurricane Irene and the October 
Snowstorm. Councilman Bosi stated that they were and that the payback was over 5 years. Jeff 
Bliss advised that under municipal accounting money received for projects that were bonded is 
offset by the grant when realized. Councilman Bosi reviewed increases in revenue and the 
Finance Committee’s conservative approach to realizing those revenues in 2012. 
 
Jeff Bliss explained the amount of money to be raised by taxes. 
 
George Heller asked if the savings was realized as anticipated by the formation of the Pascack 
Joint Municipal Court. George Heller also asked how the court was doing. Councilman Bosi 
stated that the 2011 budget for the court was not correctly stated. Mayor Maguire advised that 
the Borough is realizing the savings expected. C. Ennis explained the transfers in January 2012 
for the 2011 expenses. George Heller asked if the Police were happy with the new court set up. 
Mayor Maguire stated that they were very happy. The Borough has seen no increase in overtime 
as a result of the shared court. 
 
George Heller stated that he feels the interest and principal associated with capital projects 
should be combined with the Capital expenses. 
 
George Heller asked for clarification on the increase in health benefits. Councilman Bosi advised 
that it is the net increase after employee contributions. C. Ennis advised that factored into that 
figure is potential coverage changes. Mayor Maguire advised that the medical costs are rising at 
alarming rates. We are implementing the 4 year phase in of health care contributions. 
George Heller questioned the debt service; $5 million in notes. George Heller commented on 
principal payments on notes. Jeff Bliss advised that some notes will be paid off, others will be 
bonded. 
 
Patricia Grutta – 17 Pascack Road – questioned the salary and wage increase of $75,000 overall 
Councilman Bosi advised this represented all employees 
 
Dr. Robert Balentine – 6 Mae Court – asked if he could see when the bonds would be paid off 
and the amount of the bonds.  Dr. Balentine also asked the status of the tax appeals for 2012. 
Councilman Bosi stated that there are fewer appeals this year than last year. Mayor Maguire 
stated that the market has not come back, Borough is dealing with it. 
 
Councilman Bosi advised that the PowerPoint presentation would be on the Borough’s website. 

 
Mayor Maguire announced that the Library Board would be making their presentation next. This 
year is the first year that the Library Board is presenting separately, as the Library tax rate is 
noted separately on the tax bills. George Heller presented the Library Budget. Mr. Heller also 
stated that this is the first time that the Library tax is a separate line. Mr. Heller stated that last 
year there was a note in the tax bills explaining this. 
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Mr. Heller stated that as was mentioned in the Park Ridge Progress Newsletter, each year 95% of 
the Library’s revenue comes from the 1/3 mil funding. Mr. Heller reviewed the expenses of the 
Library; books, data bases, reference materials, Director and two full time employees as well as 
part time staff. Mr. Heller further stated that the Library board has practiced fiscal prudency for 
at least the past 13 years that he has been on the board. 
 
Mayor Maguire stated that he serves as a trustee of the library board. He further stated that he 
commends the board for all their hard work. Mayor Maguire encouraged all residents to visit the 
library.  
 
Dr. Robert Balentine stated that this is the first time in 40 years that a Mayor has served as a 
trustee. 
 
Lucy Heller advised that the Library has a great book group that could use some new members. 
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George Heller stated that by State law the Mayor or his designee is a trustee of the Library 
Board. During his time, four governing body members have served. Mr. Heller advised that the 
governing body has always been well represented on the Library Board.  
 
C. Ennis advised those present of the Property Tax Freeze Program; income base driven. It is a 
program available through the state. C. Ennis further advised that many seniors in Park Ridge 
participate. C. Ennis also reminded those present of the Homestead Rebate Program.  Mayor 
Maguire thanked C. Ennis for all her hard work. 
 
Mayor Maguire introduced Utility Board President George Mehm. George Mehm reviewed the 
events of Hurricane Irene and October Snowstorm. George Mehm also complimented the staff 
for all their efforts. 
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George Mehm advised those present that the Utility Board had started discussions on possible 
rate actions on Electric and Water. 
 
Mayor Maguire thanked George Mehm. 
 
George Heller commented on the problems faced by Park Ridge with Hurricane Irene and the 
October Snowstorm. He commended the work done by the crews and the organizational 
approach to cleaning up the mess. Outside contractors were employed by the town. Hiring the 
outside contractors to clean up the mess enabled our guys to work on the power lines and such. 
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George Mehm commented on the communication between the employees and the residents 
during those storms.  
 
George Heller asked George Mehm to explain the capacity charges. Mr. Mehm explained that it 
was what we pay to use the generating equipment. George Heller asked about the solar panel 
installation at the Utility Garage. 
 
Dr. Robert Balentine complimented Park Ridge, stating we were prepared, did what needed to be 
done. Trees are trimmed every four years. 
 
Mayor Maguire stated that it never ceases to amaze him that Park Ridge always has its water and 
electric, but it does not surprise him. Mayor Maguire further stated that he is certain that Bill 
Beattie is resting a little bit easier with the completion of the two new feeders coming into Park 
Ridge. 
 
Mayor Maguire stated that concluded the Public Hearing on the 2012 Municipal Budget. He 
thanked the Utility Board, Library Board, Councilman Bosi, Councilwoman Kilmartin, Colleen 
Ennis and Kelley O’Donnell. 
 
Meeting adjourned to Public Work Session at 10:10 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Kelley R. O’Donnell, RMC 
Borough Clerk/Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


