
Approved August 24, 2010 

 
Municipal Building 
Park Ridge, NJ 
August 10, 2010 – 8:20 p.m. 

 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge was called to order 
at the above date, time and place. 
 
Mayor Ruschman led those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Present:  Councilmember Hopper, Councilmember Viola, Councilmember Maughan – via 

telephone, Councilmember Maguire, Councilmember Misciagna, Council 
President Kane, Mayor Ruschman. 
 

Absent: None 
 
Also Present: Robert Mancinelli, Esq., Borough Attorney 

Helene Fall, Borough Administrator 
Kelley O’Donnell, Borough Clerk  

 
Mayor Ruschman Reads Compliance Statement, as required by Open Public Meetings Act, 
P.L. 1975, Chapter 231.  Mayor Ruschman noted that Mr. Maughan would be participating and 
voting in this meeting. 
 
AGENDA CHANGES 
 
Borough Clerk advised there were none. 
 
PROCLAMATION 
 
Mayor Ruschman and Borough Clerk O’Donnell read the following: 
 

2010 WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY 
 

 WHEREAS, August 26, 2010 marks the 90th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment, guaranteeing women’s right to vote; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the beginning of the debate over a woman’s right to vote began at the 
world’s first Women’s Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, NY in 1848; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the campaign continued for seventy-two years highlighted by the 
extraordinary efforts of New Jerseyan Alice Paul; and  
 
 WHEREAS, support for the movement grew and on August 26, 1920, the final state 
ratification for the amendment was passed and the enfranchisement of women became law; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this date also marked the re-enfranchisement of women in New Jersey after 
an absence of 113 years; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this year’s 90th anniversary of the greatest single expansion of citizenship 
rights in the United States presents a remarkable opportunity both to honor the unrelenting 
tenacity and spirit of the multitude of women and men who worked to secure women’s right to 
vote and also to illustrate how much can be achieved in a democratic society by the collective 
efforts of citizens committed to political reform; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it was the hope of our Foremothers who fought and died for Women’s 
Suffrage that future generations of women would use that hard-won vote to make this a better 
world and to fight for full equality and justice for women; and  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Park Ridge that August 26, 2010, the 90th anniversary of the constitutional affirmation of 
women’s right to vote in the United States, be celebrated by governing agencies at the local, 
state, and national level, as well as by educational institutions, workplaces, civic organizations, 
places of worship, and communities throughout the nation, with programs, events, 
proclamations, performances, parades, conferences, and other special ceremonies worthy of this 
uniquely important and historic occasion. 
 
ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2010-030 
 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE CLASSIFICATION AND COMPENSATION FOR 
CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW 
JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 2010. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 2010-030, 
An  Ordinance Establishing the Classification and Compensation for Certain Employees of the 
Borough of Park Ridge, Bergen County, New Jersey for the Year 2010.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Misciagna and seconded by Councilmember Maguire to 
confirm. 
 
Roll Call:  Councilmember Misciagna -yes, Councilmember Hopper - yes, Councilmember 
Maguire - yes, Councilmember Viola - yes, Councilmember Maughan - yes, Council President 
Kane - yes. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked the Clerk to read the Ordinance by title. 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
ORDINANCE NO. 2010-030 

 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE CLASSIFICATION AND COMPENSATION FOR CERTAIN 
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE, BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY FOR THE 
YEAR 2010. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge in the County of Bergen, 
State of New Jersey that the compensation paid certain employees of the Borough of Park Ridge shall be as follows: 
  
 SECTION 1.  Each of the positions of employment hereinafter named that is not established or created by 
virtue of any statute or of any ordinance; resolution or other lawful authority heretofore exercised by the Borough of 
Park Ridge, is hereby established, created, ratified and confirmed. 
 

SECTION 2:  As provided in a collective bargaining agreement between the Borough of Park Ridge and 
the Park Ridge Utility Employees Association the salary to be paid employees covered under this agreement for the 
year 2010 (as noted below) are hereby fixed as follows: 
 
I.  PARK RIDGE UTILITY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION – contractual ranges 2010: 
POSITION  MINIMUM MAXIMUM BASIS 
Supervising Line Worker $67,892 $90,522 Per Annum 
Senior Line Worker         64,733   86,311 Per Annum 
Line Worker    61,572   82,095 Per Annum 
Lineworker, Trainee   49,842   66,457 Per Annum 
Supervisor, Roads   58,958   78,610 Per Annum 
Supervisor, Water   59,298   79,065 Per Annum 
Electric Meter Repairer   57,329   76,438 Per Annum 
Mechanic     56,460   75,281 Per Annum 
Meter Reader – A    53,909   71,879 Per Annum 
Meter Reader  - B    47,294   63,059 Per Annum 
Senior Road Repairer     54,138   72,183 Per Annum 
Senior Water Repairer    54,480   72,639 Per Annum 
Road Repairer & Maint.Repairer   49,501   66,001 Per Annum 
Water Repairer    49,842   66,457 Per Annum 
Sewer Maint. Wkr/Water Repairer   49,842   66,457 Per Annum 
Laborer Part Time             7.25           20.00  Per Hour 
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SECTION 3.  Except as may be stated in Section 2 above, all other manner of compensation, fringe 
benefits, vacation, holidays, allowances, stipends and administration of departmental affairs shall be pursuant to the 
written memorandum of agreement between the Borough of Park Ridge  and the Park Ridge Utility Employees 
Association as approved on June 29, 2010, which will expire on December 31, 2010.   All manner of remuneration 
shall be effective pursuant to the memorandum of agreement as indicated hereinbefore.  Mileage reimbursement, 
when approved, shall be at the IRS minimum as established for that specific calendar year. 
 

SECTION 4.  All ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are expressly repealed. 
 

SECTION 5.  This ordinance shall become effective after final passage and publication as required by law. 
 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked the Borough Administrator to give a brief description of this ordinance. 
 
Ms. Fall:  Explained this ordinance establishes the 2010 salary ranges for the employees in the 
Park Ridge Utility Employees Association in compliance with the contract, updates the 
minimum hourly amount for the part-time laborers in conformance with State law and 
establishes that if an employee is to be reimbursed or mileage it will be at the IRS minimum. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked the Clerk if she received any correspondence concerning the adoption of 
this ordinance. 
 
Clerk:  None. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked if anyone present wished to be heard concerning the adoption of this 
ordinance. 
 
Speaker:  No one. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing on this ordinance and that it be 
adopted and that notice of final passage be published in the Ridgewood News. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Misciagna and seconded by Councilmember Maguire to 
confirm. 
 
Roll Call:  Councilmember Misciagna -yes, Councilmember Hopper - yes, Councilmember 
Maguire - yes, Councilmember Viola - yes, Councilmember Maughan - yes, Council President 
Kane - yes. 

-------------------- 
 
ORDINANCES – INTRODUCTION 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2010-031 – AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION 

FOR THE PREPARATION AND EXECUTION OF A  
BOROUGH-WIDE REASSESSMENT 

 
Mayor Ruschman asked for a motion to introduce on first reading Ordinance No. 2010-031, An 
Ordinance Authorizing an Emergency Appropriation – N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53 for the Preparation 
and Execution of a Borough-Wide Reassessment 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Misciagna and seconded by Councilmember Maguire to 
confirm. 
 
Roll Call:  Councilmember Misciagna -yes, Councilmember Hopper - yes, Councilmember 
Maguire - yes, Councilmember Viola - yes, Councilmember Maughan - yes, Council President 
Kane - yes. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked the Clerk to read the ordinance by title: 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
 

BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 
 

ORDINANCE NO.  2010-031  
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AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION-N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53 FOR THE 
PREPARATION AND EXECUTION OF A BOROUGH - WIDE REASSESSMENT OF THE PREVIOUS 
REVALUATION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR THE USE OF THE LOCAL ASSESSOR. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Park Ridge in the County of Bergen, New 
Jersey, that pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-53 (Ch. 48, P.L. 1956 as amended by Ch. 144, P.L. 1965 and Ch. 38, P.L. 1969) 
the sum of $110,000 is hereby appropriated for the preparation and execution of a complete program of a Borough-
wide reassessment of the previous revaluation of real property for the use of and by the local assessor and shall be 
deemed a special emergency appropriation as defined and provided for in N.J.S. 40A:4-53. 
 
 The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to issue negotiable notes to meet this emergency 
appropriation in the manner and method provided for in N.J.S.A. 40A:4-55, and provision for payment thereof shall be 
provided for in succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion of at least one-fifth (1/5) of the amount authorized pursuant 
to said act until the appropriation has been fully provided for.  Such notes shall bear the designation:  “Special 
Emergency Notes – Preparation and Execution of a Borough-Wide Reassessment”. 
 
 That two (2) certified copies of this ordinance be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services; however, no approval is required by the Division. 
 
 This Ordinance shall take effect after publication thereof and final passage as required by law. 

 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked the Borough Administrator to give a brief description of this ordinance. 
 
Ms. Fall:  Explained that this ordinance provides for the funding for the Borough to conduct a 
Borough-wide reassessment since no funds were provided in the 2010 Budget; it establishes the 
maximum amount of funding but we do not necessarily have to spend the entire amount; and, it 
provides that at a minimum we have to pay back one-fifth over a five year period of time- we can 
do it sooner. 
 
Councilmember Maughan noted that the repayment schedule is still to be discussed. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked if anyone present wished to be heard concerning the introduction of this 
ordinance. 
 
Speaker:  No one. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked for a motion to pass this ordinance on first reading and that it be 
published in The Ridgewood News with notice of Public Hearing to be held on August 24, 2010. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Maughan and seconded by Council President to confirm. 
 
Roll Call:  Councilmember Misciagna -yes, Councilmember Hopper - yes, Councilmember 
Maguire - yes, Councilmember Viola - yes, Councilmember Maughan - yes, Council President 
Kane - yes. 
 

-------------------- 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked if any Councilmember would like to have any resolution removed from 
the consent agenda and placed under New Business.  
 
Speaker:  Councilmember Viola asked that Resolution No. 7 - Authorize Execution of 
Agreement with Dean Albanis be pulled from the consent agenda. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked if any Council member would like to abstain from voting on any 
resolution on the consent agenda. 
 
Speaker:  No one. 
 
Mayor Ruschman asked for a motion to accept the Consent Agenda.   
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A motion was made by Councilmember Misciagna and seconded by Council President Kane to 
confirm.   
 
Roll Call:  Councilmember Misciagna -yes, Councilmember Hopper - yes, Councilmember 
Maguire - yes, Councilmember Viola - yes, Councilmember Maughan - yes, Council President 
Kane - yes. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 

 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION NO. 010-205 

 
Establish Background Checks and Procedures for Candidates, Employees and Volunteers 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge is a member of the Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, as part of its membership, the Borough is required to have established a policy for background checks 
for all candidates, whether for paid or volunteer positions, working directly or indirectly with children/youth/minors.  
Background checks will also be administered for each employee or volunteer who works directly or indirectly with 
children/youth/minors every three years including, but not limited to include all recreational positions, crossing 
guards, library positions, and maintenance and administrative positions pertaining to such programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Park Ridge wish to establish the below policy for 
background checks which is in conformance with the Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund: 

 
• Background check procedure:  The Borough Administrator will perform or initiate background checks via 

the use of an outside vendor and be the recipient of reports from outside agencies or contractors.  The 
applicant, employee or volunteer shall be responsible for the cost of said background check.  The Borough 
Administrator will discuss disqualifying information received with the employee’s or volunteer’s 
department head.  Written information received as a result of a “Request for Criminal History Record 
Information for a Noncriminal Justice Purpose” will be destroyed immediately after it has served its 
authorized purpose, as required by the State Police.  Such information will be kept confidential and will not 
be published or disclosed in any manner not consistent with the procedures listed herein.  Such information 
will not be deemed a public record under P.L. 1963, c.73 (C:47:1A-1, et seq.) as amended and 
supplemented by P.L. 2001, c.404 (C:47:1A-5, et seq.). 

 
The Borough Administrator will inform the candidate, volunteer, or employee, in writing, of any 
information that would disqualify the person from working with children/youth. 
 

• Existing employees or volunteers will be placed on immediate suspension pending the outcome of a 
hearing or appeal.  Employee suspensions may be with our without pay at the discretion of the Borough 
Administrator.   

 
• Conditions Under Which An Employee Will Be Disqualified From Working With Children/Youth:  A 

candidate, volunteer, or employee may be disqualified from employment in a position that works with 
children/youth/minors if that person’s criminal record history background check reveals a record of 
conviction of any of the following crimes and disorderly persons offenses as defined by New Jersey law or 
by analogous laws in other States: 

 
• Homicide (N.J.S.A. 2C:11) 
• Assault, reckless endangerment, threats, stalking (N.J.S.A. 2C:12) 
• Kidnapping (N.J.S.A. 2C:13) 
• Sexual Offenses (N.J.S.A. 2C:14) 
• Offenses Against the Family, Children and Incompetents (N.J.S.A. 2C:24) 
• Controlled Dangerous Substances (N.J.S.A. 2C:35 except for 2C:35-10(a)4) 
• Robbery (N.J.S.A. 2C:15) 
• Theft (N.J.S.A. 2C:20) 

 
A disqualification from any position will be based only on a conviction for one or more of the above 
disqualifying crimes and offenses.  An acquittal, a dismissal, successful completion of Pre-Trial 
Intervention (PTI), or an expungement of a criminal offense, including a disqualifying criminal offense, is 
not a disqualifying conviction. 

 
• Appeal Process: The Appeals Committee will be comprised of a Borough Administrator, Police Chief or 

other designated superior officer, and Borough Clerk.  
 

Once a candidate, employee or volunteer has been notified of a disqualifying conviction, the employee has 
14 calendar days to file a Notice of Appeal with the Borough of Park Ridge.  Such Notice of Appeal must 
be sent in writing to the Borough Administrator.  The Notice of Appeal shall include a Notice of 
Rehabilitation and/or a Notice that the information is inaccurate or incorrect, pursuant to NJAC 13:59-1.6. 
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During the 14-day period listed above, and until the issuance of the decision of the Appeals Committee, an 
employee will be on a suspension with pay, pending the outcome of the Notice of Appeal. 
 
In making a determination on the appeal, the following information will be considered: 
 

1. The nature and responsibility of the position which the convicted individual would hold, has held, 
or currently holds, as the case may be. 

 
2. The nature and seriousness of the crime or offense. 

 
3. The circumstances under which the crime or offense occurred. 

 
4. The date of the crime or offense. 

 
5. The age of the individual when the crime or offense was committed. 

 
6. Whether the crime or offense was an isolated or a repeated incident. 

 
7. Any social conditions which may have contributed to the commission of the crime or offense. 

 
8. Any evidence of rehabilitation, including good conduct in prison or in the community, counseling 

or psychiatric treatment received. 
 

9. Acquisition of additional academic or vocational schooling, successful participation in 
correctional work-release programs, or the recommendation of those who have had the individual 
under their supervision. 

 
The Borough of Park Ridge will issue a written determination on the employee’s appeal of their 
disqualifying conviction, setting forth the reasons for the determination. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
the aforesaid policy be and is hereby established. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said policy be included in the Policies and Procedures Manual. 

 
-------------------- 

 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION NO. 010-206 

 
Background Checks for Candidates, Employees and Volunteers 

Authorize Vendor 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge is a member of the Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, as part of its membership, the Borough is required to have established a policy for background checks 
for all candidates, whether for paid or volunteer positions, working directly or indirectly with children/youth/minors.  
Background checks will also be administered for each employee or volunteer who works directly or indirectly with 
children/youth/minors every three years including, but not limited to include all recreational positions, crossing 
guards, library positions, and maintenance and administrative positions pertaining to such programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has recommended and the Borough Attorney concurs, the use of an outside 
vendor to perform said checks when required by the Borough pursuant to said policy with the candidates, employees 
or volunteers being responsible for the cost of said background check; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator recommends the use of Instant Verification, Inc., 602 Woodmere Avenue, 
Interlaken, NJ 07712 and the Borough Attorney concurs. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
the Borough Administrator be and is hereby authorized to use the services of Instant Verification Inc. with the cost 
of said background check to be borne by the candidates, employees or volunteers, unless determined otherwise by 
the Borough Administrator. 
 
 

--------------------  
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION NO. 010-207 

 
AUTHORIZING TAX EXEMPT STATUS AND REFUND FOR 

DISABLED VETERAN 
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WHEREAS, Mr. Richard Sowpel of 55 Fremont Avenue, Block 1312 Lot 3 is a 100% Disabled Veteran; 
and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge received application for tax exemption from Mr. Sowpel on June 
18, 2010; and after reviewing the paperwork, the assessor has declared he is 100% disabled and entitled to a full 
exemption from taxes under NJSA 54:4-3.30 et seq; and, 
 

WHEREAS, Mr. Sowpel’s taxes are paid through June 30, 2010; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that 
the Tax Collector is authorized to exempt Mr. Sowpel 100% from taxes and reimburse him in the amount of $300.82 
for taxes paid from June 18, through June 30, 2010. 

 
-------------------- 

 
BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 

RESOLUTION NO. 010-208 
 

APPROVAL OF REQUEST - FIREWORKS 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that it hereby approves the 
following request: 
 

Fireworks 
Park Ridge Recreation Committee  
September 4th  
Park Ridge High School Football Field 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Finance Officer has certified the funds are available 

through donations to the Recreation Trust Fund. 
 

------------------- 
 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION NO. 010-209 

 
AUTHORIZE BANNER REQUESTS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that it hereby approves the 

following request, subject to the availability of space and other conditions which may occur that would not permit 
banners to be hung at this location. 
 
    Park Ridge Recreation Committee Banners: 
 
       Concert and Fireworks 
  Park Avenue 
   8/30 – 9/7 
 
  Ragamuffin Parade 
  Park Avenue 
  10/25 – 11/1 
 
  Christmas Tree Lighting 
  Park Avenue 
  11/29 – 12/6 
 

-------------------- 
 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION NO. 010-210 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE LAND EXCHANGE AGREEMENT WITH PRAH ASSOCIATES, LLC 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge and PRAH Associates, LLC, have previously entered into a Letter 

of Intent, as amended on February 2, 2010, regarding the exchange of their respective properties, including all 

improvements and rights vested in said properties; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge and PRAH Associates, LLC, have conducted their respective due 

diligence to inspect and review the subject properties and all matters relating to same and to conduct such studies 

that either party deemed necessary; and 
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WHEREAS, the parties have negotiated certain terms and conditions of the proposed land exchange and 

have drafted a formal Land Exchange Agreement acceptable to the parties; and  

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed the terms of the Land Exchange Agreement and, upon 

advice of the Borough Attorney, have found same to be in the best interest of the Borough to proceed with the land 

exchange with PRAH Associates, LLC. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby authorizes Mayor Donald Ruschman 

to execute the aforesaid Land Exchange Agreement with PRAH Associates, LLC on behalf of the Borough; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this Resolution shall be sent to PRAH Associates, 

LLC immediately upon the date of adoption. 

 
-------------------- 

 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION NO. 010-212 

 
RESOLUTION RE:  Preparation and Execution of a Borough-Wide Reassessment  

 
WHEREAS, an ordinance has been introduced creating a special emergency appropriation of $110,000 to 

meet certain extraordinary expenses to be incurred for the preparation and execution of a Borough-wide 
reassessment program to update and make current the previous revaluation of real property for the use of and by the 
local assessor and no adequate provision was made in the 2010 budget for the aforesaid purpose, and N.J.S.A. 
40A:4-53 provides for the creation of a special emergency appropriation for the purpose above mentioned, and 

 
  WHEREAS, the total amount of the emergency appropriation created including the appropriation to be 
created by this resolution is………………………………… $  22,000 
and three percent of the total operations in the budget for the year 2010 was…  $656,653 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two-thirds of all the members thereof 
affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-48 and 40A:4-53: 
 

1. A Special Emergency Appropriation be and the same is hereby made for: 
 

 Special Emergency Appropriations – 5 Years………   $110,000 
 

2. Total amount of the ordinance is for $110,000 and the Borough of Park Ridge hereby requests that an 
exclusion from the “CAP” be granted by the Director of Local Government services in accordance 
with P.L. 1981, Chapter 56, in the amount of $22,000 per year in the budgets of the next five 
succeeding years commencing with the budget of 2011 in accordance with 40A:4-55(c). 

 
3. That a special emergency note or notes be authorized not in excess of $110,000, the amount 

appropriated by ordinance as stated above. 
 

4. That said note or notes may be renewed from time to time and at least 1/5 of all such notes and 
renewals thereof shall mature and be paid in each fiscal year thereafter until all are paid. 

 
5. That two certified copies of this resolution be filed with the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services. 
 

-------------------- 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 010-213 
 

EXTEND THIRD QUARTER 2010 GRACE PERIOD 
 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge adopted the 2010 Municipal Budget on 
July 27, 2010; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this caused a delay in the County of Bergen’s certification of the Borough of Park Ridge’s 
2010 tax rate; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this delayed the issuance of the tax bills until August 11, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, State Law requires a twenty-five day period from the mailing before payment is due. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge 
establishes a no-interest grace period for the third quarter tax payment until September 10, 2010.  Payments remitted 
after that date will accrue interest from August 2, 2010 as mandated by State Law. 
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-------------------- 
 

 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION NO. 010-214 

 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Park Ridge that the following approved 

bills in the sum of $2,709,249.94 and that the Mayor, Clerk and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized and 

directed to issue warrants in payment of same. 
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COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 

BOROUGH OF PARK RIDGE 
RESOLUTION NO. 010-211 

 
AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A PORTION OF BLOCK 604, LOT 44, FOR OPEN SPACE 
PURPOSES WITH FUNDING FOR SAID PURCHASE BEING SECURED THROUGH AN OPEN SPACE 
FUNDING GRANT FROM THE COUNTY OF BERGEN AND THE  NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Green Acres Program (“State”) and 

the County of Bergen (“County”), provide loans and/or grants to municipal and county governments and grants to 

nonprofit organizations for assistance in the acquisition and development of lands for outdoor recreation and 

conservation purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has previously established the Park Ridge Open Space Trust Fund (“Trust 

Fund”) for the purpose of acquiring lands for recreation and conservation purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the Park Ridge Open Space Committee has previously made a recommendation to the Mayor 

and Council that the Borough acquire a portion of the property known as Block 604, Lot 44, from Dean Albanis 

(“Owner”) consisting of approximately 34,387 square feet and an access easement to same consisting of 

approximately 7,837 square feet (“Property”); and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Park Ridge has previously obtained grants from the State and County to fund 

a substantial portion of the acquisition costs of the Property and the related professional costs and expenses; and 
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WHEREAS, there are sufficient funds in the Borough’s Trust Funds to fund the remaining acquisition 

costs of the Property; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough and the Owner have negotiated certain terms and conditions of the proposed 

open space acquisition including the purchase price of $192,500.00 subject to the execution of a formal Contract of 

Sale acceptable to the Borough and the Owner; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed the appraisal for the Acquired Property and the terms and 

conditions of the purchase, and upon advice of the Borough Attorney, have found same to be in the best interest of 

the Borough to proceed with the open space acquisition of the Property. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council hereby authorizes the Borough Attorney to 

prepare a formal Contract of Sale with the Owner to acquire the Property for $192,500.00, said funds to be paid 

from the previously obtained grants from the County and the State and from the Borough’s Open Space Trust Funds; 

and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Donald Ruschman, is hereby authorized to execute the 

aforesaid Contract for Sale with Dean Albanis in a form acceptable to the Borough Attorney; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this Resolution shall be sent to Dean Albanis 

immediately upon the date of adoption. 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Maguire and seconded by Council President Kane to 
approve. 
 
Roll Call:  Councilmember Misciagna -yes, Councilmember Hopper - yes, Councilmember 
Maguire - yes, Councilmember Viola - no, Councilmember Maughan - no, Council President 
Kane - no.  As a result of a tie vote Mayor Ruschman cast his vote –yes. 
 
 
REPORTS OF THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
Councilmember Hopper: 
Business development – ribbon cutting on August 27th at 52 Park Avenue – CimaEnergy Group, 
new Greek restaurant opening on Park Avenue at Broadway, storefront on Park Avenue redid its’ 
entire exterior.  Green Team – met last week – looking at program with public litter containers 
with advertising where there would be separate bins for recyclables and trash – will be providing 
a written report.  Recreation – day camp has concluded and it was a success.  Fireworks and 
concert planned for the Saturday of Labor Day – this is self funded. 
 
Councilmember Viola: 
July was again a very busy month with 44 Fire Calls.  Reported on a great example of public 
spirit – a new Wall mounted Fire Call Monitor with computer and keyboard donated by fireman 
Rich Bosi.  Mr. Bosi also donated his programmer’s creating a custom program to capture all fire 
calls and display the route destination from Google Map, along with hydrants overlays and other 
key info, on the display.  The combined equipment and man-hour donation is in the thousands of 
dollars.  Working with Captain Diedtrich, they have created an enhancement that will make 
operation more efficient.  
 
Council President Kane: 
Reported that the Technology Committee would like to meet with the Mayor and Council in the 
fall to review various projects.  Board of Health is on summer break for July and August; will be 
meeting with the various groups interested in the dog and cat ordinance at their September 
meeting which should be a significant meeting; the Board decided not to use a subcommittee as 
suggested by the governing body to undertake the review of the matter – preferring to do it as an 
entire Board. 
 
Councilmember Maughan: 
Reported that the draft audit is complete and being reviewed by the Finance Committee.  
Anticipate release mid- late September.  Police Chief will be meeting with the Mayor and 
Council in September. 
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Councilmember Maguire: 
Reported that PSEG will be replacing both redundant power feeds to the Borough (along 
Broadway and Pascack Road as well as several poles – this is the result of the problems PSEG 
experienced with their power lines earlier this summer which cause the power outage here.  
Estimated completion is three months.  Do not anticipate any point during the project where 
there will be a power loss. 
 
The new twice monthly on Saturday hours for the Recycling Center have been posted at the 
Center, on the website and in the paper.  Councilmember Maguire expressed his hope that the 
Center will be able to open every Saturday in the future. 
 
Water Utility is doing well - at this time do not see a need to ration water unless required to by 
the State. 
 
Planning Board – recently the newly established Neighborhood Business Zone was amended to 
provide for FAR bonuses and “green buildings”.  The Board will be hearing the application for 
the replacement of the Krell Building. 
 
Councilmember Misciagna:  
Reported that he spoke with Board of Ed President Bruno who advised that the construction at 
the three schools is on time and on budget – Eastbrook the roof is almost done and the solar 
panel installation will then start; High School is on the same schedule; West Ridge the roof will 
start on scheduled.  Window replacement will be done during the school year, but afterhours. 
 
The Pool bathroom ADA updates were completed on time and under budget.  The new policies 
in place allowing for non-resident membership has kept the Pool viable and with no incidents. 
 
Mayor Ruschman: 
Commended Councilmember Hopper for the success of the Day Camp which was delivered to 
the residents as a self-funded program as promised. 
 
Also advised the public of the rededication of Woodland Gardens to be renamed to honor 
longtime resident Tom Lehmann – scheduled for August 19th at 4 PM. 
 
PUBLIC PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
Mayor Ruschman asks if anyone present wishes to be heard on any matter.  
 
Speaker:  No one. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mayor Ruschman asked for a motion to approve the minutes as follows: 
 
Work Session minutes dated June 21, 2010 
Councilmembers Maughan and Viola to abstain. 
 
Closed and Work Session minutes dated June 22, 2010 
Councilmember Maughan to abstain. 
 
Closed Session minutes dated June 29, 2010 
 
Public Hearing minutes dated June 29, 2010 
 
Closed and Work Session minutes dated July 13, 2010 
Councilmembers Viola and Maguire abstained 
 
Special Tri Borough Shared Services Meeting dated July 26, 2010 
 
Closed and Work Session Minutes dated July 27, 2010 
 
A motion was made by Council President Kane and seconded by Councilmember Hopper to 
confirm. 
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Roll Call:  Councilmember Misciagna -yes, Councilmember Hopper - yes, Councilmember 
Maguire - yes, Councilmember Viola - yes, Councilmember Maughan - yes, Council President 
Kane - yes. 
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Misciagna and seconded by Council President Kane to 
adjourn the regular Mayor and Council meeting.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kelley R. O’Donnell, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


