MINUTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 27, 2013 OPEN SPACE MEETING

PRESENT:  R. Mital, D. Schwamb, Mayor Maguire, J. Brunetto, Councilman Misciagna, R. Ludwig
ALSO PRESENT: Brigette Bogart, P.P., Planning Consultant

	Add Councilman Keith Misciagna as liaison on the next agenda.  Also add additional members to organization structure.

	Acquisition of the remainder of Forest Ave. properties: 	         Mayor Maguire has asked Mr. Bottner if he would be interested in selling his mothers property on Forest Avenue.  Mr. Bottner has declined the offer.  The time was up two months ago to submit plan to the County.  Possibly will have to let the County know that we are not going to be able to buy the remainder of the property.  Mayor Maguire will send a formal letter to Mr. Bottner asking him one more time if he would be interested in selling his mother’s home and will put an offer in the letter.

	2013 Resubmission of the Sulak Lane Open Space – (BCOSTF)
Brigette-We have applied for a grant application to redo Tennis Court area known as “Sulak Field Recreation Area”.  The County has scaled back due to budgets constraints.  Funds where given to another town to use on their project.  We are going to resubmit to the County.  Possibly to do a smaller project.  

*Next meeting – March 27, 2013 Agenda – 2013 Submission option A or B to be submitted.

	Mill Pond Phase II
Mayor Maguire -Council working on ordinance to but money aside for open space for Eve Mancuso and Brigette Bogart for the Mill Pond Phase II pathway from the Bridge, around baseball fields to Park Avenue.  Plan will be to designate and create a waling path from the Bridge.  Will add ballards outside of the walkway for safety.  Will have to address parking lot behind Borough hall.  Getting quotes from Eve and Brigette to do design when approved.

	2013 Ballot Question on Open Space Funding – 
Mayor Maguire –Memorial turf field behind borough hall has expiration or a life expectancy – we will have to recarpet that field or repair.  Should start thinking about how to fund.  Cost could be at least $300K. Think about going after some grants.  A low interest loan was taken out initially for the turf field. *Scan picture of brochure of turf field and send to members of Open Space Committee.

Ballot – Open Space – Mayor Maguire -we should put it back on and let the people vote.  Maybe lower to ½ cent instead of 1 cent.  Getting the word out on what the money is used for could help.  Initial letter in the newspaper may not have gotten the message we wanted for the residence to get.  
Councilman Misciagna - Look into putting on the Borough website.  Possibly form an organization with the PRAA.  
Brigette - Put pictures up and show the residence that this field was funded by Open Space Project.  Similar to the Borough Master Plan.
Ray Mital – PRAA target their and sell the field/courts that have been funded.  
Jerry Brunetto -1 cent = $70 per home.  Try to get ½ cent now would be better than nothing.  Not sure if residents are behind the concept whether is ½ or 1 cent.
*Bob Ludwig – check website for Open Space Ballot.
Jerry Brunetto – who is working on the website?
Mayor Maguire – we are looking into hiring a webmaster.  Budget for this would be $6,000 for the year.
Ray Mital – How many IP address actually visit the borough web site?  We should try to get more people interested in visiting the website.
	Grants-Mayor Maguire – we should expand and identify what grants are out there.  One that we are interested is called “Safer School Route Grants”.  Montvale received $450K for this grant on Spring Valley Road.  Must have a joint meeting with the Open Space Committee and the Board of Education to coordinate a Public Meeting with plans.

