
Borough of Park Ridge Green Team - Meeting Minutes - April 14, 2011 

PRESENT:  J. McDermott, V. Lemba, B. Beattie, D. Cawood, K. Stearns, B. Coleman, J. Roehmer, B. Thomason 

Easter Egg hunt  
1. Confirmed volunteers for table – Steve, Jay and George.  Banner designed by Roseanne Crisafi is done 

and read.  “Park Ridge Green Team”.  Labels for CFL’s (and future use) provided by Kelley O’Donnell and 
Barbara.  Roseanne designed and printed handouts about the Green Team and Steve brought the 
compost bin for demonstrations. 

Recycling Update 

1.  Bid announcement for Recycling Bins had public announcement on 4/04.  Barbara reports that Greener 
Corners has not yet submitted their bid and will check with Helene if there have been any bids 
submitted and when bid close date is.  

2.  Recycling Center will be getting a walk-in dumpster for residents to recycle electronic waste.  Should be    
installed in about 1 month.  M&C have also discussed allowing small businesses in town to use the 
recycling center on Wednesdays. 

3. Barbara and Vinnie will work with EB, WR and PRHS in obtaining a BCUA School Grant for $1,000.00 – 
deadline is May 11. 

4.  Need to decide on giveaways at the Town Picnic Sat June 11th, using the $500.00 from an existing 
recycling grant.  Members should circulate ideas.  Danielle will collect ideas and we will discuss at next 
meeting.  

5. 2011 Garbage contract will allow residents to put out large items (100 lb. and under) each week for 
pickup with regular garbage (1st pickup day of week) beginning June 1st.   

  
Sustainable New Jersey Progress Update  

 
1. Fleet Inventory or Water Conservation Priority Item has to be decided and submitted.  Waiting for 

approval of the initial submitted NJS items. 
2.  Water Conservation Priority Items – still needs some work.  B. Beattie reported that PR has a leak 

detection program that monitors the town twice per year, and finds less than 5% leakage.  Bill also 
reported the town is working on the recent energy audit and is replacing old lighting.  HVAC to be 
upgraded in the future. 

3. Danielle has been working on eRooms/Collaboration site for tracking GT tasks.  The site is up and 
functioning.  Danielle and James will test the process and roll it out to the GT soon.  Spreadsheet for 
Sustainable New Jersey is on website and March Meeting Minutes and April Agendas, as well.  Barbara 
e-mailed Danielle Minutes from 1/11 and 2/11 to be posted. 

4. PR 2009 Master Plan contains discussion re:  forming a Green Team and also contains a Natural 
Resource Inventory, with tree replacement plans.  Steve will speak with Lynn Beer to combine page 36 
of Master Plan with the existing Open Space, Park Land Inventory to be combined to create a Natural 
Resources Inventory Document and protection ordinances. 

5. Environmental commission in our neighboring towns.  Betsey reported that both Hillsdale and Montvale 
have Environmental Commissions.  Association of NJ Environmental Commission (ANJEC) has sample 
ordinances for M&C to use in forming an Environmental Commission – key to Natural Resources for 
Sustainable New Jersey. 

6. Next Steps for 2011 NJS application. Need to discuss priority items Water Conservation or Fleet 
Inventory and other possible points with Steve and Helene.  Bill discussed a few of the Borough’s 
existing projects and programs that may be available for new points including the following.   

a. Green Design Muni Bldg - Upgrade/Retrofit Lighting for the upcoming project. 
b. Leak Detection for Water and Water Pumping Setback, (Possible Innovative 

Demonstration Project Points).  (Need to discuss further and document if submitting) 
   

 



Misc Items  
 

1. Update regarding possible Earth Day project for schools.  Keiko reported that both elementary schools 
were busy with Multi-cultural day planning, and this year, the calendar did not allow much in the way of 
Earth Day activities. The schools do recognize Arbor Day (April 29th). 

2. The Pascack Juniors have an Earth Day Cleanup Sat April 30th at the recycle center along with the Dare 
Shred event.  GT will support this effort by volunteering or by spreading the word. 

 
 http://www.paskackjuniors.org 

 
3. The Earth Day Cleanup should also cover the area around Mill Pond if possible.  If this area is not 

included in the Earth Day Cleanup Event, it should be scheduled sometime in the near future. 
4. Bill Beattie advises he speaks to students at the Mill Pond generator plant about electricity and water 

conservation.  Discussion as to possible GT handouts for students.  (Possible considered for Community 
Outreach and Education for NJS).  Bill offered to host Green Team members for a tour of generator plant 
at Mill Pond and to hold one of our next meetings there when the weather gets warmer.  Will ask Bill if 
he is available to schedule this for May 17th or June 21st meeting and we will start at 7 instead of 7:30. 
 
 

New Ideas to discuss at next meeting May 17th: 
 
 BCUA Rain Barrel program: 
 
http://www.bcua.org/files/News/BCUA%20Rain%20Barrel%20Program%20Flyer%20-%20FINAL.pdf 
 

  
 Possible handout suggested by Roseanne: 
  

United Water - Water Conservation Kits: 
 
http://www.unitedwater.com/uploadedFiles/Corporate_Content/40/Conservation_Kit_Flyer_1.pdf  

 
 

Respectfully submitted- 
 

Barbara Coleman 
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